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The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

[Continued  from  Vol.  XII,  page  179). 
SECOND  SERIES. 


NO.  81. 

No.  81. — Obv.  Bust  of  Liberty  to  left.  The  liair  is  tied  back  with  a 
ribboD,  below  which  it  falls  loosely  in  curling  locks  about  the  neck. 
The  bust,  of  which  more  is  seen  than  on  the  cents  of  the  Liberty  Cap 
series,  is  partially  draped.  Above  the  head,  liberty  In  ex.,  1796  The 
date  is  curved,  more  evenly  spaced  than  represented  in  our  illustra- 
tion, and  measures  5 in  length.  The  figure  6 stands  perfectly  upright 
and  is  distant  7/i  from  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  G. — The  letters  a and  m of  America  connect  at  the  feet ; 
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the  e is  more  distant  from  the  m than  upon  other  reverses.  The  upper 
'terminal  leaves  of  the  wreath  are  single  and  point  directly  at  each  other, 
but  do  not  touch.  There  are  17  leaves  and  4 berries  on  the  right 
branch  of  wreath  and  20  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  left.  The  left 
stem  almost  touches  the  u of  united,  and  the  right  the  a of  America. 
The  lowest  lehf  on  right  branch  terminates  between  the  letters  I and  C 
of  AMERICA ; another  has  its  tip  immediately  beneath  the  o in  of,  while 
an  inner  leaf  touches  the  foot  of  the  T of  cent.  Length  of  wreath  stems 
from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  3.  Distance  between  extreme  points 
of  stems,  5 y£.  The  figures  of  the  fraction  are  small ; the  dividing  line 
almost  touches  the  right  ribbon,  and  has  an  extreme  length  of  2.  R1. 

On  some  specimens  of  this  number  a die  crack  appears,  extending  from 
the  top  of  the  R of  America  through  the  letters  ica. 

No.  82. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  81. 

Rev. — Rev.  H — The  letters  tat  of  states  and  ame  of  America  are  con- 
nected at  their  feet.  The  wreath  has  19  leaves  on  the  right  branch  and 
16  on  the  left,  with  5 berries  on  either  branch.  The  stems  are  short, 
measuring  2^  each,  with  a dividing  space  at  the  extreme  ends  of  4^. 
The  lowest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  touches  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  A 
of  America.  The  right  branch  terminates  at  the  top  in  two  leaves. 
The  fraction  stands  at  a distance  of  1%  below  the  knot  and  midway  be- 
tween the  pendant  ribbon  ends.  The  first  0 is  lower  than  its  fellows. 
Distance  between  the  ribbon  ends,  3 y±.  R1.  It  is  a fact  worth  noting 

that  on  all  wreaths  where  the  right  branch  terminates  in  two  leaves  above, 
no  berry  is  found  opposite  the  bow  below ; while  those  terminating 
in  a single  leaf,  in  every  instance  have  a berry  to  the  right  of  bow. 

No.  83. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  81.  This  obverse  when  combined  with 
reverse  I,  shows  two  die  cracks.  One  connecting  the  figure  6 with  the 
bust,  the  other  beginning  below  the  9,  extending  through  the  7 and  1, 
thence  to  the  lower  curl  and  the  milling. 

Rev. — Rev.  I. — This  wreath  has  19  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  right 
branch  and  16  leaves  and  6 berries  on  the  left.  The  right  branch  ter- 
minates in  2 leaves,  its  lowest  leaf  being  opposite  the  letter  c of 
America.  The  wreath  stems  are  short,  but  the  stems  of  the  berries  are 
all  long.  The  loops  of  the  Iioav  are  disconnected  from  the  branches; 
the  right  pendant  ribbon  end  approaches  very  closely  to  the  letter  a 
of  America.  Distance  between  the  ribbon  ends  is  5.  The  fraction 
measures  2|  in  length  and  stands  f below  the  knot ; the  figures  are  large 
and  the  dividing  line  measures  but  \%.  R|  • 

No.  84. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  81.  * 

Rev. — -Rev.  J.— This  wreath  has  18  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  right 
branch,  .and  16  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  left.  The  right  branch  ter- 
minates-iu  2 leaves,  very  close  to  the  letter  e of  states.  There-  is 
but  a single  leaf  at  the  base  of  the  right  branch  (other  varieties  have 
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two)  which  points  toward  the  letter  i of  AMERICA.  The  stems  are  dis- 
tant 2f  from  the  knot.  Distance  between  the  pendant  ribbon  ends. 
The  fraction  stands  a trifle  higher  than  on  Rev.  I;  the  figures  are 
large.  R4 


No.  85. — Obv.  Face  handsome  and  expressive.  Letters  of  the 
word  liberty  large  and  regular  and  very  close  to  hair  and  milling. 
The  B has  been  re-cut  over  an  H.  to  correct  a blunder  of  the  die-sin- 
ker, which  gives  the  word  the  appearance  of  LIHERTY.  Distance  from 
the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  highest  point  of  the  letter  r is  6}4.  The  date' 
is  434  long  and  curved  a little  more  than  on  No.  81,  which  in  other  re- 
spects it  strongly  resembles.  The  1 and  6,  though  very  close  to  hair 
and  bust,  do  not  touch. 

Rev. — Rev.  K.  The  ONE  stands  high  and  the  cent  low  within  the 
wreath.  A portion  of  the  upright  stroke  of  the  T of  cent  is  concealed 
by  a leaf.  The  distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  top  of  the  first 
a of  America  is  8.  The  right  branch  of  the  wreath  has  19  leaves  and 
5 berries  (only  3 depicted  in  the  illustration),  the  left  branch  has  16 
leaves  and  6 berries.  R4 

No.  86. — Obv.  This  obverse  is  very  similar  to  No.  81.  It  can  be 
distinguished  by  the  position  of  the  figure  1 in  the  date  in  reference  to- 
the  lowest  lock  on  the  head  of  liberty,  the  distance  being  1. 

Rev. — Rev.  L. — The  letters  tat  of  states  and  ame  of  America  are  con- 
nected at  their  feet.  The  right  branch  of  the  wreath  has  18  leaves  and 
4 berries,  the  left  19  leaves  and  4 berries.  The  right  branch  terminates 
above  in  a single  leaf,  which-  almost  touches  the  terminal  leaf  of  the  left 
branch.  The  lowest  leaf  of  the  right  branch  almost  touches  the  ex- 
treme end  of  the  left  foot  of  the  final  a of  America.  A pair  of- leaves  are 
very  close  to  of.  A leaf  extends  the  full  height  of  t of  cent.  The  low- 
est leaf  on  the  left  branch  points  toward  u of  united.  No  leaves  actu- 
ally touch  the  letters,  which  is  usually  the  case.  The  right  wreath 
stem  extends  almost  to  the  final  a of  America.  Distance  between  the 
wreath  stems  is  5^-  The  fraction  stands  very  close  to  -the  knot;  the 
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figures  are  small  and  the  dividing  line  short.  R1  On  some  specimens 
of  this  number  the  obverse  die  is  found  with  a crack  extending  along 
the  tops  of  the  letters  t and  y of  liberty.  This  broken  die  is  decidedly 
rare. 

No.  87. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  81.  Differing  points  lie  solely  in  the 
date.  Length,  The  tops  of  the  figures  are  in  a straight  line. 

The  6 inclines  to  the  right  and  is  very  close  to  the  9. 

Rev. — Rev.  ill.  The  letters  of  the  word  cent  stand  decidedly  crooked. 
The  distance  between  ONE  and  cent  is  \]/2.  The  right  branch  of  the 
wreath  has  17  leaves  and  5 berries ; the  left  branch  18  leaves  and  3 
berries.  The  right  branch  terminates  above  in  a single  leaf,  which 
points  obliquely  toward  the  terminal  leaf  of  the  left  branch.  The  sec- 
ond leaf  above  the  base  on  the  right  wreath  stem  almost  touches  the 
letter  c of  America,  while  two  leaves  are  immediately  below  the  left 
foot  of  the  letter  M.  On  the  left  branch  the  lowest  group  of  leaves  is 
opposite  the  letter  N of  united.  The  fraction  stands  % below  the 
knot.  The  dividing  line  is  straight  and  measures  2^,  which  is  the  full 
width  of  the  denominator.  Rl  On  some  specimens  of  this  number 
the  profile  of  the  head  of  liberty  appears  double  from  the  top  of  the 
forehead  to  the  chin,  evidently  caused  b}?  an  attempt  to  sharpen  the  die 
after  it  had  been  worn  by  long  use.  Specimens  of  this  defect  are  de- 
cidedly rare. 

No.  88. — Obv.  The  peculiarities  of  this  obverse  lie  in  the  date,  and 
the  border  milling.  The  date  is  curved  and  measures  4ps  in  length. 
The  figure  1 touches  the  hair.  The  distance  from  the  top  of  the  figure  1 
to  the  lowest  point  of  the  letter  L of  liberty  is  11.  The  figure  6 touches 
the  bust.  Distance  from  the  top  of  the  figure  6 to  the  lowest  point  of 
the  letter  y of  liberty  is  lOf . The  border  milling  is  broad  and  deep 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse  of  this  number  which  in  this  particular, 
resembles  the  cents  of  1797. 

Rev. — Rev.  N.  The  distance  from  the  top  of  the  final  s of  states  to 
to  the  top  of  the  first  a of  America  is  ll/2.  The  wreath  strongly  resem- 
bles that  of  Rev.  K.  It  has  19  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  right 
branch  and  16  leaves  and  3 berries  on  the  left  branch.  {Rev.  iv  lias 
■6  berries  on  the  left  branch).  The  lowest  leaf  of  the  right  branch  points 
to  the  letter  c of  America.  The  right  stem  points  to  the  right  foot  of 
the  final  A.  Rl 

No.  89. — Obv.  This  die  is  marked  by  sundry  small  inequalities  about 
the  size  of  a period  (. ).  One  may  be  seen  just  above  the  figure  6 of  the 
Rate,  two  in  front  of  the  neck  and  one  on  the  upper  curve  of  the  letter 
r of  liberty.  The  date  is  straight  and  measures  5 in  length.  The  fig- 
ures 9 and  6 stand  very  close  and  are  connected  by  a small  die  crack, 
giving  the  date  the  appearance  of  179-6.  The  figure  6 inclines  to  the 
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Pew — Jlev . 0.  The  words  one  and  cent  stand  closer  than  is  the 
case  with  the  preceding  reverses,  the  distance  between  them  be- 
ing *4.  The  word  cent  is  distant  1 % from  the  bow.  The  right 
branch  of  the  Avreath  has  18  leaves  and  6 berries,  the  left  branch 
14  leaves  and  7 berries.  The  right  branch  terminates  at  the  top  in 
2 leaves.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  points  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  final  a of  America.  A leaf  touches  the  right  foot  of  the 
letter  M.  The  upper  portions  of  the  wreath  stems — i.  e.,  those 
above  the  knot — are  very  irregular.  The  leaves  do  not  actually  touch 
any  of  the  letters.  There  is  a wide  dividing  space  betAveen  the  right 
and  left  Avreatli  branches,  ribbon  ends  and  stems.  Distance  between 
the  ribbon  ends  is  4.  The  figures  of  the  fraction  are  small  ; the 
dividing  line  measures  1%.  There  is  a small  die  crack  visible  at  the 
base  of  the  letter  e of  united.  Pd  On  some  specimens  of  this  variety 
a die  crack  extends  along  the  tops  of  the  letters  T and  y of  liberty,  as 
is  also  the  case  on  some  specimens  of  No.  86.  A crack  also  extends 
from  the  left  side  of  the  letter  T to  the  forelock,  thence  by  way  of  the 
mouth  to  the  milled  border.  Still  another  crack  begins  at  the  loAvest 
curl,  and  extends  through  all  the  figures  of  the  date.  Specimens  show- 
ing these  die  cracks  are  not  rare. 

No.  90.— Obv.  Peculiarities  lie  in  the  date.  The  date  is  curved  and 
measures  5 in  length.  The  figures  are  evenly  spaced,  and  all  incline 
toward  the  right.  The  distance  from  the  bridge  of  the  nose  to  the  foot 
of  the  letter  t of  liberty  is  4. 

ReAr. — Rev.  0.  IP 

No.  91. — Obv.  The  letters  L and  i of  the  word  liberty  are  beloAvthe 
line  of  their  fellows.  The  tail  of  the  letter  r is  a simple  slanting  stroke, 
which  has  its  beginning  inside  the  curve  above.  The  date  is  almost 
straight.  The  figures  9 and  6 are  upright  and  rather  close.  The  figure 
1 is  somewhat  distant  from  the  hair.  The  distance  from  the  loAvest 
curl  to  the  knob  of  the  figure  6 is  b1/^.  There  is  a small  point  on  the 
top  of  the  6. 

Pev. — R$v.  0.  P1 

No.  92. — Obv.  The  date  is  curved  and  measured  4 in  length.  The 
figures  9 and  6 incline  to  the  left.  The  distance  from  the  loAvest  curl 
to  the  knob  of  the  figure  6 is  The  figure  7 is  very  peculiar,  both 

strokes  being  thick  in  comparison  Avith  the  other  figures  of  the  date. 
A die  crack  begins  at  the  milled  border  and  extends  through  the  letter 
t to  the  forelock.  . 

PeA\ — Rev  0.  R4 

This  embraces  all  the  varieties  of  the  cents  of  1796  as  yet  discovered. 
The  mint  reports  place  the  number  of  cents  struck  during  this  year  at 
974,700.  J 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Greenland  and  its  Coins. 

Has  any  numismatic  writer  ever  favored  us  with  a dissertation  upon 
the  coins  of  Greenland  ? If  so,  we  have  yet  to  learn  his  name.  Possi- 
bly most  collectors  have  held  to  the  belief  that  there  are  no  coins  of 
Greenland.  This  is  an  error.  Not  only  are  there  Greenlandish  coins — we 
are  compelled  to  coin  the  adjective — but  we  once  saw  a token  in  brass 
of  some  trader  at  a Greenland  port,  and  of  no  slight  interest  is  the  early 
history  of  the  country  to  which  these  belong.  Let  us  glance  at  the 
history  first  and  at  the  coins  later  on. 

The  first  mention  we  have  of  Greenland  is  in  the  Chronical  of  Snorre 
Sturleson,  a learned  Icelander,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1212,  and 
who  relates  that  Greenland  was  discovered  in  the  year  986,  although  by 
early  Danish  writers  the  date  mentioned  is  different.  Be  the  date  as 
it  may,  all  authorities  agree  that  the  discovery  of  Greenland  was  made 
by  an  Icelander,  called  Eric  Baade,  or  Eric  the  Red,  so  called  from  his 
red  hair,  who,  having  killed  a powerful  Icelandic  chief,  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  country,  and  set  out  in  his  ship  on  a voyage  of  discovery  in  un- 
known seas,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  fierce  and  sturdy  old  Vikings  of  his 
age.  Soon  after  Eric  set  sail  he  reached  the  point  of  a cape  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Greenland,  and  proceeding,  entered  a large  inlet,  which  he 
called  Eric’s  Sound  ; probably  the  sound  which  separates  Cape  Farwell 
from  the  Continent  of  Greenland.  The  following  summer  he  explored 
the  continent,  and  returned  in  the  third  year  to  Iceland,  where  he 
boasted  very  much  of  the  fertility  of  the  new  country  "which  he  had  dis- 
covered, to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Greenland,  hoping  thereby  to 
induce  a great  number  of  his  fellow-countrymen  to  follow  him. 

In  his  great  land  and  colonization  scheme  Eric  w7as  tolerably  success- 
ful, for  he  soon  raised  quite  a company  and  set  out  with  twenty-five  ves- 
sels, only  fourteen  of  which  arrived  in  safety.  These  colonists  were  now 
followed  by  others,  both  from  Iceland  and  Norway,  and  their  number 
was  soon  so  much  increased  that  they  occupied  a considerable  portion 
of  the  western  coast  of  Greenland  and  seem  to  have  found  the  country 
fertile  and  productive,  and  altogether  in  a very  different  condition  from 
its  present  state. 

The  old  Icelandic  and  Danish  writers  tell  us  that  there  existed  at 
one  time  twelve  parishes  on  the  east  coast  of  Greenland,  containing  one 
hundred  and  ninety  villages,  and  four  parishes  containing  one  hundred 
villages  on  the  western  coast.  On  the  west  coast,  at  a later  period, 
there  were  four  churches,  and  on  the  east  coast  one  hundred  and  ninety 
farms,  eleven  churches,  one  cathedral  and  three  monasteries.  The  first 
bishop  was  ordained  in  1121,  the  seventeenth  and  last  in  1404;  and 
documentary  proofs  of  his  having  officiated  in  1409  at  a marriage  in  the 
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town  of  Garcia  were  discovered  by  the  learned  Finn  Magnussen,  who 
derived  his  pedigree  from  the  marriage  in  question.  After  this  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  of  the  Greenland  colonies.  In  the  Danish  and, Ice- 
landic records  all  mention  of  them  suddenly  ceases.  Their  fate  is  a 
mystery,  and  by  those  who  came  later,,  not  a trace  of  them  was  found. 
The  learned  men  of  the  17th  century  when  they  recalled  to  mind  that  a 
Christian  community  had  existed  on  these  remote  shores  for  upward 
four  centuries,  could  only  account  for  its  extinction  by  a sudden  catas- 
trophe. Some  supposed  that  the  settlements  had  been  ravaged  by 
the  pirates  who  infested  the  northern  seas  at  the  close  of  the  14th  Cen- 
tury; others  that  the  great  pestilence  of  1848,  called  the  Black  Death, 
had  swept  off  the  greater  part  of  the  population  and  that  the  survivors 
were  massacred  by  the  Esquimaux.  It  was  not  until  1721  that  the 
Danish  government  began  to  think  of  its  lost  colonies  in  Greenland, 
when  they  sent  out  the  Rev.  Hans  Egede,  a Norwegian  clergyman,  who 
was  speedily  followed  by  representatives  of  the  Moravian  bretheren 
and  thus  the  foundation  of  the  present  settlements  in  Greenland  was 
laid. 

Probably  the  Danish  government  issued  many  coins  for  Greenland, 
yet  we  know  only  of  the  two  alluded  to,  which  can  be  attributed  to  that 
Island  with  certainty.  They  are  of  great  rarity  and  highly  interest- 
ing as  belonging  to  so  remote  a region,  for  which  reason  we  have  pre- 
pared illustrations  of  both.  They  were  not,  however  struck  for  circu- 
lation in  Greenland  alone,  but  for  use  in  Iceland  and  the  Fero  Islands 
as  well. 


Obv.  CHRISTIAN  VS.  VII.  D.  G.  DAN.  NOR  VAN.  GOT.  REX 
(Christian  VII.,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Denmark,  Norway,  the 
•Goths  and  the  Vandals).  Crowned  arms  of  Denmark,  Norway  and 
Sweden  in  the  held. 

Rev.  GLORIA.  EX.  AMORE.  PATRLE  In  ex.,  1771  Two  round 
shields  beneath  a crown,  resting  upon  the  sea.  That  on  the  right  bears 
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the  arras  of  Norway,  that  on  the  left  the  arms  of  Denmark.  Upon  the 
sea  are  three  bands  bearing  the  names : island  gronlan  fero.  Rising 
from  the  sea,  upon  either  side  of  the  arms,  are  two  crowned  pillars, 
around  which  twine  two  scrolls.  Upon  the  left  hand  scroll,  plus  upon 
the  right,  vltra  (more  beyond).  Piaster.  Silver;  Size  23. 


Obv.  Same  as  last. 

Rev.  GLORIA.  EX.  AMORE.  PAT  HUE  In  ex.,  1777  Field  de- 
sign same  as  last.  Double  Piaster.  Silver ; size  26. 

These  two  interesting  coins  are  in  possession  of  our  esteemed  friend, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Betts,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  tradesman’s  token  alluded  to,  appeared  in  a sale  a year  or  two 
ago.  Unfortunately  we  made  no  note  of  it  at  the  time  and  cannot  ^t 
present  put  our  hand  on  the  catalogue.  It  was  brass,  and,  as  we  re- 
member it,  simply  bore  the  trader’s  name  on  one  side,  and  the  word 
“Gronland”  on  the  other. 


Medal  of  Jesus,  the  Christ. 

A correspondent  sends  us  a photograph  of  the  well  knowh  medal  of 
Jesus,  the  Christ,  a variety  of  which  we  illustrate  above.  Accompany- 
ing the  photograph  is  an  admirably  written  essay,  in  which  the  effort 
is  made  to  prove  the  antiquity  of  the  medal ; the  suggestion  being 
that  it  was  struck  during,  or  shortly  after  our  Lord’s  life  on  earth. 

Positively  this  is  the  most  disappointing  medal  in  existence.  So 
many  hopes  have  been  built  upon  it,  so  many  reams  of  paper  have  been 
consumed  in  attempting  to  harmonize  the  differences  of  bungled  in- 
scriptions on  different  specimens.  Hundreds  of  uninformed  coin 
collectors  have  wasted  time  and  study  upon  it  ; wasted  we  say,  be- 
cause the  medal  is  but  a worthless  cast  of  the  15th  century,  undeserv- 
ing of  either  time  or  study,  neither  rare  nor  valuable  in  any  sense  of 
the  word,  and  positively  not  of  ancient  date. 
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Well  do  we  remember  the  first  of  these  Christ  medals  we  ever  saw. 
It  was  in  that  city  of  fogs,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  where  we  were  examining 
the  fine  collection  of  Mr.  J.  Smith  McLaren.  From  out  of  many 
wrappings  the  medal  was  produced,  and  we  were  told,  what  its 
possessor  honestly  believed,  that  it  was  both  old  and  rare.  We  looked 
but  doubted,  our  credulity  having  long  before  been  subjected  to  many 
rude  awakenings  in  the  matter  of  rare  coins.  When  Ave  returned  to 
New  York  and  found  a friend  avIio  had  seen  a dozen  varieties,  Ave  deter- 
mined to  look  the  subject  up  thoroughly;  did  so,  and  became  satisfied 
that  the  Christ  medal  was  neither  old  nor  rare.  * 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  in  our  limited  space  the  numerous  diff- 
ering forms  in  Avhicli  this  medal  is  found.  Differences  lying  principally 
in  the  size  and  appearance  and  position  of  the  head  and  the  facial  ex- 
pression. The  intention  Avas,  no  doubt,  to  make  the  legends  tally, 
failure  to  do  Avhich  arose  from  ignorance  of  the  HebreAV  tongue. 

Concerning  the  rendering  of  the  inscriptions,  let  us  take  that  of  our 
correspondent,  which  Ave  doubt  not,  is  as  correct  as  any. 


ObA7.  One  Jesus.  Head  of  Christ  to  left. 

Bev.  The  annointed  comes  in 'peace  and.  man  by  man  is  made  eternal. 
Legend  in  Hebrew,  in  five  lines.  Bronze;  a cast.  Size  variable,  aver- 
aging someAvhat  smaller  than  the  specimen  from  which  our  illustration 
was  prepared. 

In  Kohler’s  Historiscnen  Afunz-Bdustigung,  N Member  10,  1734,  an  ex- 
tended dissertation  on  this  medal  can  be  found.  It  is  there  satisfac- 
torily sliOAvn  that  it  is  of  Italian  origin,  and  appeared  at  the  close  of 
the  15th  century,  a period  during  Avhich  Italy  flooded  all  Europe 
with  cast  medals  in  bronze.  Kohler  pronounces  the  Christ  medal  very 
.common.  Unquestionably  this  is  so.  One  collector  of  our  acquain- 
tance, whose  specialty  is  Hebrew  medals,  alone  possesses  twenty  Ararie- 
ties.  Kohler  even  goes  further  and  suggests  the  probability  of  the 
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medal  being  the  work  of  John  Pico,  Prince  of  Mirandola.  The  fact  of 
its  being  cast,  lie  goes  on  to  say,  together  with  its  general  appearance, 
shows  it  to  be  of  the  15th  Century,  made  at  the  time  of  the  revival  of 
numismatic  art  in  Italy,  “by  some  honest  worshipper  of  the  Lord.”  All 
the  modern  Italian  medals  struck  in  imitation  of  the  antique  were  thus 
cast  ; moreover,  the  Hebrew  letters  are  of  a shape  much  used  at  this 
period. 

Briefly  stated,  it  is  a religious  medal  of  the  15th  Century,  very  com- 
mon and  intended  in  all  probability  to  be  preserved  by  the  devout  as 
an  amulette  or  charm.- 


A Madagascar  Medal. 

We  made  mention  last  year  in  the  Journal  (Yol.  XI,  page  37)  of  a 
Madagascar  Medal,  or  rather  a French  medal  struck  with  reference  to 
that  remote  island.  Quite  recently  we  came  across  a medal  more  en- 
tirely Madagascan,  bearing  an  inscription  in  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, though  struck  in  all  probability,  in  France. 

As  anything  of  a numismatic  character  from  a land  so  distant  cannot 
fail  to  be  of  interest  to  our  readers,  we  have  had  this  medal  engraved 
and  present  it  herewith. 


Obv.  BAHAMA  II  — MPANJAIvA  Bust  of  King  Radama  to 
the  left.  A heavy  wreath  of  palm  leaves  surrounds  the  head  and 

legend.  , _ 

Rev.  MADAGASCAR  | ANTANANARIVO  | 23  | Septembre  | 18G2 
A heavy  wreath  of  palm  leaves  surrounds  the  legend.  Silver;  has  loop. 
Size  23. 
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It  would  be  interesting  to  know  something  of  the  occasion  for  which 
this  medal  was  struck,  but  unfortunately  we  are  able  to  shed  no  light 
upon  it.  Possibly  some  of  our  readers  maybe  better  informed,  and  it 
would  afford  us  pleasure  to  publish  anything  upon  the  subject  which 
may  be  communicated. 

Radama  II  was  king  of  Madagascar  from  1861  to  May  12,  1868. 


Valuable  Relics. 

During  the  recent  Constitutional  Centennial  celebration,  held  at 
Philadelphia,  there  were  exhibited  through  the  patriotic  interest  of  its 
owner,  our  much-esteemed  contributor,  Dr.  Robert  Coulton  Davis,  cer- 
tain valuable  relics  from  his  collection  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

The  first  was  the  earliest  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ever  printed.  It  is  a four-page  Broadside,  printed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Packet  and  Daily  Advertiser , on  Wednesday,  September  19, 
1787,  and  sold  at  fourpence.  Dr.  Davis’ specimen,  which  is  numbered 
2,690,  is  the  copy  owned  by  the  famous  John  Dickinson,  one  of  the 
framers,  and  contains  in  the  margin  notes  in  the  handwriting  of  that 
distinguished  statesman. 

The  second  was  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Federal  Convention, 
held  at  Philadelphia, in  the  year  1787,  the  twelfth  year  of  American  In- 
dependence. This  interesting  historic  document  bears  the  following 
imprint:  Printed  by  T.  Bradford,  in  Front  Street,  four  doors  below 
the  Coffee-Lane,  MDCCLXXVII. 

The  third  was  a copy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  and.  Daily  Advertiser , 
bearing  date  Thursday,  July  10,  1788,  “containing  a full  and  authentic 
account  of  the  Grand  Federal  Procession  held  in  Philadelphia  upon 
the  Fourth  of  July,  1788,  in  honor  of  the  ratification  and  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  ten  States.”  The  fourth  was  an  original 
copy  of  the  Programme  of  Exercises  of  that  day,  written  by  Francis 
Hopkinson. 

Dr.  Davis’  collection  is  a mine  of  wealth  to  the  American  historian. 
Fortunately  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a most  liberal  and  intelligent  gentleman 
who  is  not  only  willing,  but  desirous  to  see  the  precious  historic  relics 
of  which  he  is  the  custodian,  put  to  their  highest  uses. 


American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

A Regular  meeting  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archeologi- 
cal Society  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  November  15,  at  8:15 
P.  M.,  President  Parish  presiding. 
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The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following  propositions,  re- 
ceived and  approved,  and  recommended  for  Resident  Membership: 
H.  M.  "W.  Eastman  and  Robert  Carter  Alexander  ; for  Permanent  Cor- 
responding Membership:  James  Kirkwood,  Chefoo,  China,  and  William 
Spolm  Baker,  Philadelphia  Pa.;  for  Two-year  Corresponding  Member- 
ship : Stewart  Culin,  Philadelphia  Pa.  Acceptances  of  election  have 
been  received  from  Resident  Members,  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  Charles 
Aycrigg,  Jr.  and  J.  Ernest  G.  Yalden.  Attention  was  called  to  the 
death  of  our  fellow  member,  Eugene  W.  Spofford. 

The  Librarian  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  two  complete  dupli- 
cate sets  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  were  ready  for  sale  at 
$25.00. 

The  Curator  reported  donations  of  five  medals  from  Mr.  James  Oliver 
and  one  from  Mr.  William  Poillon. 

Mr.  Low  moved  a committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  take  in  con- 
sideration the  securing  of  better  and  more  appropriate  accommodations 
for  the  Society’s  use  and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting.  The  Chair  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Low,  Poillon,  Dodd  and  Drowne. 

Interesting  exhibitions  of  medals  and  books  were  contributed  by 
Dr.  Joseph  Wiener  and  Wm.  R,  Weeks. 

On  motion,  adjourned.  H.  Russell  Drowne,  Secretary. 


Obituary. 

James  Carson  Brevoort,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished 
residents  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  died  at  his  home,  36  Brevoort  place,  on 
Wednesday,  December  7.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Laura 
(Carson)  Brevoort,  and  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  10,  1818.  Ho 
gained  his  education  in  his  native  city,  and  in  France  and  Switzerland. 

Upon  leaving  school  atHofwyl,  near  Berne,  he  studied  for  three  years 
at  the  “ Ecole  Centrale  des  Arts  el  Manufactures"  at  Paris,  and  graduated 
with  a diploma  as  civil  engineer.  In  1838  he  accompanied  Washington 
Irving  on  his  appointment  as  Minister-Plenipotentiary  to  Spain,  and 
passed  a year  with  him  in  the  capacity  of  private  secretary,  afterward 
traveling  through  Europe.  He  returned  to  this  country  in  1843. 
From  1863  to  1873  he  was  President  of  the  Long  Island  Historical 
Society,  and  was  for  two  years  Superintendent  of  the  Astor  Library. 
New  York  City,  of  which  He  had  been  a trustee  since  1852.  In  1861 
he  was  made  a regent  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New'  York, 
being  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  third  eldest  member  of  that  dis- 
tinguished body,  and  in  1863  he  received  the  diploma  of  LL.D.  from 
Williams  College,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Brevoort  was  made  a resident 
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member  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  in  1845,  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  in  1840 ; of  the  American  Geographical  Society  in 
1856;  corresponding  member  of  the  New  England  Genealogical  Histori- 
cal Society  in  1858,  and  was  also  a member  of  the  Entomological  and 
Numismatic  Societies  of  Philadelphia.  He  became  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  Boston  in  1882,  and  of  various 
other  learned  bodies  at  home  and  abroad.  Mr.  Brevoort  commenced 
his  study  and  collections  in  entomology  in  1833,  and  in  ichthyology  in 
1842.  In  this  latter  department  his  collection  of  books  and  specimens 
were  extensive  and  valuable.  Some  time  ago  he  turned  them  over  to 
Mr.  Eugene  G.  Blackford,  who  has  incorporated  them  in  liis  ichthyo- 
logical museum  in  Fulton  Market,  New  York.  Mr.  Brevoort  wrote 
the  ichthyological  department  of  Commodore  Perry’s  Beport  of  the 
United  States  Expedition  to  Japan.  His  collection  of  coins  was  com- 
menced in  1850.  He  contributed  a series  of  illustrated  papers  on 
•“  Early  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Coinage  in  America,”  which  created  a 
good  deal  of  interest  at  the  time.  In  the  Historical  Magazine  he  pub- 
lished a paper  on  the  “ Discovery  of  the  Remains  of  Columbus,”  and 
in  1874  a volume  of  “ Verrazano  the  Navigator,  or  Notes  on  Giovanni 
de  Verrazano,”  and  on  “A  Planisphere  of  1529,  illustrating  his  Ameri- 
can Voyage  ” this  being  a revision  of  a paper  read  by  him  before  the 
American  Geographical  Society,  November  28,  1871. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— Mr.  Thomas  Cleneay,  a well  known  and  highly  esteemed  numis- 
matist, of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  died  at  his  residence  in  that  city  on  Mon- 
day, October  24th,  in  his  79th  year. 

— Mr.  Eugene  Walton  Spofford,  a well  known  collector,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society,  died  at 
Elmwood.  Hunt’s  Point,  N.  Y.,  on  September  23d.  Mr.  Spofford’s  death 
was  the  result  of  a fall  from  his  horse. 

. —The  Bulgarians  must  be  fond  of  medals.  No  less  than  64,000  in 
silver  were  dispatched  to  Sofia  a few  months  ago,  and  within  the  last 
fortnight  an  additional  order  for  30,000  has  been  received, which  the  Aus- 
trian mint  is  now  engaged  in  manufacturing.  A foundry  near  Buda- 
Pesth  has  also  delivered  30,000  bronze  medals  at  Sofia.  The  Bulgarian 
troops  are  as  liberally  rewarded  as  were  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
took  part  in  Lord  Wolesley’s  burlesque  Egyptian  campaign  of  1882. 

— The  Viceroy  of  Canton  has  presented  a memorial  to  the  Emperor 
of  China,  asking  permission  to  establish  a mint.  He  points  out  that  in 
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many  parts  of  China,  especially  in  those  places  at  which  foreign  trade 
is  carried  on,  the  Mexican  dollar  is  the  common  silver  currency,  and  thus 
the  advantage  of  having  a national  currency  is  lost  to  China.  In  the  Can- 
ton province  a Chinese  coinage  is  especially  necessary,  because  the  pre- 
sent currency  there  consists  chiefly  of  old  and  mutilated  dollars  and 
broken  pieces  of  silver.  Hence,  when  the  Yiceroy  had  occasion  to  order 
machinery  recently  in  England  to  mint  copper  cash,  he  added  an  order 
for  that  necessary  for  the  mintage  of  silver  dollars,  and  he  proposes  to 
engage  the  services  of  a skilled  foreign  metallurigist.  The  superscrip- 
tions on  the  coin  should  be  in  the  Manchu,  Chinese,  and  English  lan- 
guages in  order  to  facilitate  its  use.  The  memorialist  prays  for  an 
imperial  decree  making  these  dollars  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  and  in  the  annual  remittances  to  Pekin.  As  a first  experiment 
the  Yiceroy  proposes  to  strike  off  $1,000,000;  if  these  go  into  circulation 
rapidly,  $4*000, 000  more  would  be  minted.  If  the  results  be  satisfactory 
a second  mint  would  be  established  at  Tien-Tsin.  Meanwhile  the  Yice- 
roy offers  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  experiment  out  of  the  revenues  of  his 
own  province,  and  to  give  up  the  profit  to  the  Board  of  Kevenue,  and 
thus  aid  in  defraying  the  losses  incurred  on  the  copper  cash  coinage. 
It  would  seem  that  a plan  like  the  above,  whereby  the  province  of  Kwang- 
tung  is  to  make  the  experiment  while  the  Board  of  Bevenue  reaps  the 
profit,  would  be  free  from  objection ; and  it  is  certainly  indispensable 
that  the  three  operations — minting,  cash,  and  silver  coinage — should  go 
hand-in-hand,  ihe  profits  of  the  one  going  to  make  up  the  losses  of  the 
other.  Before  long  there  will  be  an  ample  supply  of  coins  and  the  dis- 
advantage of  using  foreign  silver  coins  in  the  different  maritime  pro- 
vinces will  be  removed.  This  is  the  first  considerable  attempt  ever 
made  in  China  to  produce  a silver  currency. — London  Times. 

— numismatic  and  archeological  discoveries. — Some  recent  excava- 
tions at  Pompeii  have  broughtto  light  a set  of  surgical  instruments  many 
of  which  resemble  instruments  in  use  at  the  present  day.  Some  days 
later  four  beautiful  silver  urns  of  fair  size  were  found,  also  four  smaller 
vessels,  eight  open  vases,  four  cups  ornamented  with  leaves  and  figures 
of  animals,  and  a very  beautiful  statue  of  Jupiter  seated  on  a throne. 
Besides  these  silver  objects,  several  gold  ornaments,  such  as  rings, 
earrings,  &c.,  were  also  found. 

George  Bonsor  has  written  a letter  to  the  London  Times  from  Mont 
Jove,  Chistelles,  Belgium,  giving  some  interesting  particulars  of  the 
discovery  of  a Homan  necropolis  at  Carmona,  near  Seville.  About  six 
years  ago,  he  says,  a Spanish  gentleman,  Don  Juan  Fernandez,  and 
myself  purchased  the  two  plots  of  land  known  as  the  Quarries  and  the 
Olive  Groves,  situated  at  a short  distance  west  of  Carmona,  and  com- 
menced our  excavations.  Upon  this  site  "were  some  curiously  shaped 
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mounds  which  we  afterward  found  to  be  tumuli  of  a prehistoric  age. 
Hound  these  mounds  the  Homans  had  for  centuries  hewn  small  cham- 
bers out  of  the  rock  to  serve  as  family  tombs.  These  are  from  four  to 
five  yards  square  and  the  height  of  a man.  In  the  walls  are  small  cav- 
ities or  niches  for  the  cinerary  urns,  each  of  which  last  generally  con- 
tains, besides  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  a coin,  a mirror,  a lachrymary,  a 
stylus  and  tabula,  and  a signet  ring.  Near  the  entrance  of  each  tomb 
is  the  crematorium,  a curious  oven,  also  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  on  the 
sides  of  all  of  which  signs  of  lire  are  still  visible.  Up  to  the  present 
time  about  320  tombs  have  been  discovered.  The  most  important  dis- 
coveries have  been  made  near  the  Roman  roads — namely,  a columba- 
rium and  three  large  triclinia  for  the  funeral  banquets,  with  the  pecu- 
liarity that  in  each  a deep  channel  is  cut  all  round  the  mensa  into 
which  the  guests  threw  the  libations.  The  largest  funeral  triclinium 
discovered  contains  three  tables,  with  their  couches  round,  the  one  for 
Winter  use  being  in  a hall,  another  in  the  sun,  and  the  third,  for  the 
Summer,  beiug  in  the  shade.  In  addition  to  these  there  is  an  altar,  a 
tomb  with  its  cinerary  urns,  a kitchen,  a bath,  a well,  and  a sanctuary 
in  which  is  a stone  statue.  Last  year,  about  50  yards  from  this  tri- 
clinium, we  discovered  a Homan  amphitheatre  also  hewn  out  of  the 
rock.  During  the  course  of  the  excavations  numerous  objects  of  in- 
terest were  found,  amounting  to  over  3,000  in  number,  among  which 
are  many  inscriptions,  fragments  of  statues,  glass,  marble,  and  earthen- 
ware urns,  lamps  and  mirrors,  rings  and  coins,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  all  of  which  have  been  placed  in  a museum  in  the  town  spe- 
cially arranged  for  them. — Times. 

— One  of  the  most  singular  substitutes  for  money  of  which  we  have 
any  knowledge,  is  that  made  use  of  by  the  Maya  Indians  of  Yucatan. 
Until  quite  recently  there  was  no  small  money  in  Yucatan ; nothing 
in  fact  below  the  medio  of  six  and  one-quarter  cents.  To  supply  this 
deficiency  the  natives  were  accustomed  to  circulate  among  themselves 
cocoa  grains.  The  medio  was  divided  into  twenty  parts  of  five  cocoa 
grains  each,  the  number  to  the  fifth  increasing  or  diminishing  as  the 
price  of  cocoa  rose  or  fell  in  the  market.  As  the  wants  of  these  In- 
dians are  few,  and  one  of  the  principal  ones  is  cocoa,  which  serves  him 
as  meat  and  drink  combined,  this  currency  possessed  a real  value ; for 
should,  its  possessor  grow  tired  of  holding  it,  he  could  eat  or  drink  it 
iip  in  the  most  literal  sense  of  the  word.  When  the  Spaniards  first 
made  their  way  into  the  interior  of  Yucatan,  they  found  no  circulating 
medium  either  of  gold,  silver  or  any  other  metal,  but  only  grains  of 
cocoa.'  Strangely  enough  while  most  of  the  primitive  customs  of  the 
Indians  were  overturned  by  the  Spanish  invasion,  this  singular  cur- 
rency endured  for  three  centuries ; and,  in  some  of  the  more  remote 
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districts,  still  holds  its  own.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  a man  to 
drink  up  a fortune  indeed. 

— We  are  informed  that  the  machinery  of  the  Hamburg  Mint,  which 
has  during  recent  years  been  seldom  called  into  requisition,  will  be 
shortly  employed  in  the  coinage  of  a new  bronze  currency  for  the  King- 
dom of  Siam,  a contract  for  no  less  than  25,000,000  coins  of  this  metal 
having  been  given  to  Herr  Paul  Pickinpack,  the  Hamburg  Consul-Gen- 
eral for  his  Siamese  Majesty.  One  side  of  the  coins,  which  will  be  of 
several  denominations,  will  bear  the  impression  of  the  royal  portrait, 
while  the  other  will  be  adorned  with  a tasteful  allegorical  figure  rep- 
resenting Genius.  The  metal  for  this  coinage  is  being  supplied  by  a 
Westphalian  firm.  The  preliminaries  were  settled  between  the  brother 
of  the  King  and  Consul-General  Pickenpack,  who  was  in  attendance 
upon  his  roval  Highness  during  the  visit  of  the  former  to  London  upon 
the  occasion  of  her  Majesty’s  jubilee.  This  bronze  coinage  will  re- 
place the  present  zinc  currency  known  as  Y?,  and  Y Fuang.  Taking  the 
population  of  Siam  at  something  in  excess  of  5,000,000,  a supply  of 
about  five  coins  per  head  will  be  issued.  The  work  of  stamping  the 
metal  is  estimated  to  keep  the  Hamburg  presses  in  employment  for 
about  five  months.  As  recently  as  1860,  the  Siamese  silver  coinage 
still  consisted  of  roughly  spherical  pieces  of  silver  of  various  sizes, 
which  were  formed  of  portions  of  silver  rods,  which  were  first  bent  to- 
gether and  afterward  trimmed  by  the  ends  being  hammered,  the  whole 
being  then  stamped  with  two  or  three  devices  denoting  the  value,  <fcc. 
In  1861,  during  the  visit  of  the  Siamese  Embassy  to  England,  a contract 
was  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Kalph  Heaton  & Sons,  of  Birmingham, 
for  the  delivery  of  the  present  circular  silver  coinage  of  seven  denom- 
inations.— London  Times. 

— U Annuaire  de,  la  societe  francaisc  de  numismatiqve,  the  leading  nu- 
mismatic publication  of  France,  has  addressed  a circular  to  the  fra- 
ternity soliciting  communications  upon  local  numismatic  topics,  new 
issues,  accounts  of  coin  sales,  personal  information  regarding  numis- 
maticians  and  what  they  collect.  “W’hy  should  we  neglect,”  the  cir- 
-cular  goes  on  to  say,  “ the  numismatic,  happenings  of  the  present  age 
which  offer  much  of  scientific  interest?  Why  not  publish  a series  of 
numismatic  studies  upon  the  coinage  of  every  nation?  We  Avisli  to 
try  it,  convinced  that  by  so  doing  Ave  shall  not  only  render  service  to 
amateurs  of  our  favorite  pursuit,  but  likeAvise  to  science  itself.”  Cer- 
tainly this  is  a most  excellent  plan  and  one  which  deserves  the  cordial 
cooperation  of  our  American  collectors.  To  such  as  are  disposed  to 
respond,  Ave  Avould  say  that  they  may  address  themselves  to  M.  A.  de 
Belfort,  Directeur  de  1’  Annuaire  de  Numismatique,  46,  rue  de  \ erneuil, 
a Paris. 
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The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

Closely  associated  with  the  coinage  of  Mexico  is  that  of  the  different 
Central  American  states.  With  the  close  of  the  admirable  treatise 
upon  the  coins  of  Mexico  contributed  by  our  correspondent  to  Yol. 
XII  of  the  Journal,  it  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  be  a good  idea  to 
take  up  the  work  where  he  leaves  it,  and  ourselves  attempt  a brief  des- 
cription of  the  coins  of  the  Central  American  states. 

Of  course  our  readers  will  not  forget  that  we  have  no  such  cabinet 
as  that  of  our  friend  “ The  Mexican  ” behind  us,  to  draw  upon  for  in- 
formation. Nevertheless,  we  are  not  without  Central  American  coins 
in  our  own  modest  collection,  and  what  we  lack  others  may  have  or 
books  may  supply.  We  have,  therefore,  decided  to  assume  the  task, 
prefixing  the  description  of  the  issues  of  each  state  with  a brief  his- 
torical introduction,  in  order  that  it  may  appear  in  harmony  with  the 
contributions  of  “ The  Mexican and  can  only  say,  that  touching 
lightly  upon  the  Spanish  colonial  issues,  we  shall  endeavor  to  make 
the  review  of  the  coins  of  Central  America,  as  an  independent  country, 
as  complete  as  we  possibly  can. 

Look  up  the  petty  republics  at  present  grouped  under  the  general 
head  of  Central  America  upon  any  old  atlas,  and  you  will  find  the 
entire  country  styled  “ Guatimala,”  (Guatemala,  we  now  spell  it)  and 
the  appellation  Central  America  not  used  at  all.  The  name  possibly 
had  its  origin  in  the  Mexican  word  Quauhtemali,  meaning  a decayed 
log  of  wood,  because  the  Mexican  Indians  who  accompanied  the  old 
Conquistador,  Alvarado,  in  his  expedition  against  the  country  lying  to 
the  south  of  Mexico,  found  near  the  palace  of  the  kings  of  Kachiquel, 
an  old  worm-eaten  tree.  This  is  one  version.  Another  is,  according 
to  Don  Domingo  Juarros,  in  his  History  of  the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala, 
that  the  name  is  derived  from  the  native  word  Uhatezmalha,  signifying 
a mountain  which  throws  out  water ; an  allusion  to  the  far-famed 
Volcan  de  Aqua,  or  water  volcano,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  old  city  of 
Guatemala  was  built.  The  latter  supposition  is  by  far  the  most  likely. 

It  was  in  the  year  1524  that  Alvarado  conquered  Guatemala.  From 
that  date  until  the  declaration  of  independence,  which  immediately 
followed  that  of  Mexico,  the  country  remained  a Spanish  colony,  sub- 
ject . to  the  same  absurd  laws  and  the  same  oppressive  policy  of  se- 
cretion which  prevailed  throughout  the  Spanish  possessions  in  tlie  New 
World. 

During  this  period  the  country  was  divided  into  five  Intendencies,  as 
follows  : Ciudad-  Real,  which  included  a part  of  Mexico  and  all  of  the 
present  republic  of  Guatemala;  the  Intendency  of  Comayagua,  includ- 
ing the  present  territory  of  the  republic  of  Honduras;  the  Intendencies 


18 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


February,- 


of  San  Salvador,  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  the  divisions  being  similar 
to  those  of  the  present  republics  bearing  these  names.  Even  during 
colonial  times,  England,  as  at  present,  professed  to  exercise  a Protec- 
torate over  the  Indians  of  the  Mosquito  Coast. 

The' Spanish  government  seems  to  have  issued  no  coins  for  general- 
circulation  throughout  this  territory,  unless  those  minted  at  the  city  of 
Guatemala  can  be  so  assigned.  There,  was  also  a mint  in 
Nicaragua,  and  we  have  proclamation  pieces  for  San  Salvador.  To 
these  we  shall  allude  under  their  respective  heads,  passing  meanwhile1 
to  the  coins  issued  by  the  Republic  of  Central  America,  a union  of  all 
the  states,  which  had  its  beginning  at  the  independence,  and  finally 
went  to  pieces  somewhere  about  1840.  The  actual  date  is  obscure  for 
the  reason  that  a small  body  of  Federalists,  under  President  Morazan, 
held  out  in  San  Salvador  for  a long  time  after  the  union  was  virtually 
broken  up.  In  fact  even  as  late  as  1850,  long  after  all  semblance  of  union 
had  vanished,  the  states  continued  to  place  the  legend  : REPUBLICA 
DEL  CENTRO  DEL  AMERICA  upon  their  coins.  ' 

It  is  very  hard  to  know  just  where  to  draw  the  dividing  line  in  a case 
like  this.  We  shall,  therefore,  note  the  different  issues  under  the 
general  head  down  to  1840  ; after  which  date  they  will  be  found  con- 
tinued under  the  heads  of  the  several  states  as  indicated  by  the  mint- 
marks. 

REPUBLIC  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

The  coinage  of  the  republic  of  Central  America  adhered  strictly  to  a 
single  type,  only  modified  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  size  of  the 
various  coins.  The  silver  issues  of  the  Republic  were  the  Cuartino, 
Medio,  Real,  Peseta,  and  Peso.  The  gold,  the  Half  Escudo,  Escudo,  and 
pieces  of  two,  four,  and  eight  escudos.  There  were  no  copper  coins. 


No.  1.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DEL  CENTRO  DE  AMERICA  .182a 
The  sun  rising  behind  five  volcanoes.  Rev.  LIBRE  X3RESCA 
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FECUNDO  (freely  translated  : “ being  free  will  increase  and  multi- 
ply ”)  . NG  . M.  10  Ds  20  Gs.  A tree  in  the  field,  dividing  8. — It(eales). 
Peso. 

This  coin  furnishes  the  type  of  all  the  issues  of  the  Republic. 
The  scene  on  the  obverse  represents  sunrise  off  the  coast  of  San  Sal- 
vador, where  thirty-two  volcanic  peaks  are  visible  at  one  sweep  of 
the  eye.  It  is  described  by  travellers  as  a most  impressive  sight  and 
one  never  to  be  forgotten  ; it  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  Cent- 
ral Americans  should  have  selected  it  for  their  arms.  We  find  record 
of  pesos  bearing  dates  1824,  ’25,  ’2G,  ’28  ’29,  ’36,  ’37,  ’40.  The  letters; 
NG  on  the  reverse  constitute  the  mint-mark,  and  indicate  the  coin  as 
a production  of  the  New  Guatemala  mint. 

No.  2.— Obv.  Similar  to  No.  1.  Date  1831.  Rev.  LIBRE  CRESCA 
FECUNDO  . CR.  F.  10  D.  20  G.  A tree  dividing  1.— R.  Peal 

No.  3.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  2.  Rev.  LIBRE  CRESCA  FEC.  CR.  F. 
10  D.  20  G.  A tree  dividing  Yz — R.  Medio. 

The  letters  C R constitute  the  mintmark  of  Costa  Rica,  or  rather  of 
the  city  of  Cartago,  the  capital  of  that  state.  Of  reales  and  medios 
bearing  dates  previous  to  1840  and  the  Costa  Rican  mintmark,  we 
find  no  others.  Of  those  bearing  the  New  Guatemala  mintmark,  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  a real  of  1824  and  a medio  of  the  same  year. 
Likewise  cuartinos  of  1824  and  1831,  distinguished  by  their  size  and  C 
Y\  upon  the  reverse,  divided  by  the  tree.  We  have  also  seen  a real  of 
Honduras  of  1830  with  the  mintmark  T,  indicating  its  origin  at  the  mint 
of  the  city  of  Tegucigalpa  in  that  state.  Likewise  a peseta  of  the 
year,  1831,  with  the  same  mintmark.  The  tree  on  the  reverse  dividing 
2.— R. 


No.  4. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  1.  The  sun  stands  above  the  centre  of 
the  mountains.  Date  1825.  Rev.  LIBRE  CRESCA  FECUNDO. 
CR,  F.  21  Q*  A tree  dividing  8.— E(scudos).  Gold  ; Duhloon  of  $15. 
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This  illustrates  the  reverse  type  of  the  gold  issues.  They  are  found 
with  both  mintmarks  and  bearing  various  dates.  The  tree  on  the  Half 
Dubloon  divides  4. — E.  On  the  Pistole,  2. — E.  On  the  Quarter  Pistole, 
)4 — E.  The  little  gold  dollar,  or  Quarter  Pistole,  shows  the  sun  directly 
over  the  mountains.  The  gold  and  silver  issues  of  the  old  Central 
American  Kepublic,  once  so  common  in  the  windows  of  our  money 
brokers,  have  gradually  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  melting  pot,  and 
are  now,  in  a state  of  fine  preservation,  by  no  means  easy  to  obtain. 

( To  be  continued.) 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

( Continued  from  page  5). 

1797. 

There  is  but  one  type  of  the  cents  of  1797,  the  Draped  Bust,  the 
same  as  the  second  type  of  the  cents  of  1796.  During  the  year  fourteen 
obverse  and  fourteen  l-everse  dies  were  employed.  Some  of  the  cents  of 
this  year  are  found  with  milled  edges,  others  have  the  edges  plain. 
In  ordinary  condition  none  of  the  varieties  of  the  cent  of  1797  can  be 
termed  very  rare,  but  in  fine  or  uncirculated  state  all  are  decidedly  so, 
and  command  high  prices. 

No.  93. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  top,  10)4  ; 
from  the  tip  of  nose  to  nearest  point  of  Y,  2)4  ; from  tip  of  nose  to 
extreme  point  of  left  foot  of  l,  9|  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4)4  ; distance 
from  right  point  of  stand  of  the  figure  1 to  the  end  of  down  stroke  of 
the  first  7,  The  terminal  7 stands  midway  between  the  bust  and 
the  border.  A die  crack  beginning  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  hair 
ribbon  extends  to  the  border. 

Bev. — Rev.  A. — The  right  branch  of  the  wreath  terminates  at  top  in 
a single  leaf — a peculiarity  existing  on  no  other  reverse  of  the  cents  of 
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this  year.  Distance  between  the  wreath  stems  at  their  extreme  ends, 
073.  The  figures  of  the  fraction  are  small,  and  stand  very  close  to  the 
dividing  line. 

Edge. — Rudely  milled,  presenting  a nicked  appearance.  R4.  Speci- 
mens of  the  obverse  die  of  this  number  occur  with  a crack  extending 
from  the  shoulder  across  the  hair,  in  a line  curving  upward  to  the 
border.  Another  crack  begins  at  the  border,  between  the  letters  E 
and  r of  liberty,  extending  through  E,  B and  1,  and  terminating  at  the 
border  above. 

No.  94. — Obv.  Measurement  ft : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  the 
top,  10| ; distance  from  the  tip  of  nose  to  the  lowest  point  of  Y,  3 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  extreme  point  of  left  foot  of  l,  9| ; length 
of  date  at  base,  5 ; distance  between  1 and  the  first  7 at  base,  1.  The 
figures  of  the  date  are  evenly  spaced,  and  almost  touch  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  A. 

Edges. — Milled  in  rude  nicks  and  plain.  R1.  Specimens  of  this 
number  occur  showing  a die  crack,  beginning  at  the  border  below  the . 
bust,  passing  through  the  date  and  curl  to  the  border  again  on  the 
left  of  the  bust,  thence  following  the  border  along  the  top  of  the  word 
liberty,  terminating  at  a point  opposite  the  chin.  Specimens  show- 
ing these  cracks  are  decidedly  rare. 

Nos.  93  and  94  are  the  only  dies  of  the  cents  of  this  year  used  in 
connection  with  milled  edged  planchets.  The  edges  of  the  succeeding 
numbers  are  all  plain. 

No.  95. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  top,  11; 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  nearest  point  of  Y,  2 ; from  figure  1 to  the 
first  7 at  base,  f.  The  figure  1 touches  the  hair  and  the  final  7 the 
bust.  The  9 and  final  7 are  connected  by  a dash.  A flaw  in  the  die 
shows  itself  to  the  right  of  the  neck. 

Rev — Rev.  B. — The  letters  of  the  words  one  and  cent  are  rude  and 
much  out  of  line  ; the  space  between  the  words  measures  but  f.  The 
right  branch  of  the  wreath  terminates  at  top  in  two  leaves.  There 
are  19  leaves  and  5 berries  on  the  right  branch,  and  16  leaves  and 
4 berries  on  the  left.  The  wreath  stems  are  short  and  thick.  Dis- 
tance from  end  of  right  stem  to  letter  a of  America,  y.  The 
figures  of  the  fraction  are  small  and  very  close  together  ; the  last 
cipher  of  the  denominator  stands  somewhat  above  the  line  of  the  first.. 
R1.  On  some  specimens  of  this  reverse  a die  crack  occurs  beginning 
at  the  berry  opposite  the  letter  m of  America,  passing  through  the 
leaves  and  the  letter  e of  America  to  the  border  beyond.  Specimens 
showing  this  die  crack  are  decidedly  rare. 

No  96. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top, 
11 ; distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  lowest  point  of  y,  2f  ; length  of  date  at 
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base,  4.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  evenly  spaced.  The  greater  part 
of  the  cross  stroke  of  the  7 touches  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  G.— Thera  are  five  berries  on  each  branch  of  the  wreath. 
A leaf  touches  the  letter  c of  cent.  The  figures  of  the  fraction  are 
large  and  widely  spaced.  Measurements:  From  the  extreme  point  of 
right  wreath  stem  to  the  letter  a of  America,  1 ; distance  between  the 
pendant  ribbons  ends,  4f  ; distance  between  the  words  one  and  cent, 
1%  ; distance  from  letter  d of  united  to  first  s of  states,  2 ; length  of 
the  dividing  line  of  fraction,  If.  R1. 

No.  97. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  96. 

Rev. — Rev.  D. — The  wreath  has  no  projecting  stems.  J Teasurements : 
Distance  between  the  pendant  ribbon  ends,  4f;  distance  from  the 
letter  d of  united  to  the  final  a of  America,  10^  ; distance  between  the 
letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2£;  distance  between  the 
words  one  and  pent,  1*4.  R4. 


No.  98. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top, 
10>2  ; distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  nearest  point  of  Y,  2| ; length  of 
date  at  base,  4£.  A flaw  in  the  die  shows  as  a dash  crossing  the  letter 
r obliquely.  A die  crack  begins  at  the  border  behind  the  head,  and 
extends  downward  to  the  distance  of  3. 

Rev. — Rev.  E. — The  wreath  has  no  projecting  stems.  The  right 
pendant  ribbon  end  has  a string  hanging  beside  it,  extending  its  full 
length.  Measurements:  Distance  between  the  ribbon  ends,  5;  distance 
from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  final  a of  America,  11 ; distance  from 
the  d of  united  to  first  s of  states,  1 *4  ; distance  between  the  words 
ONE  and  cent,  1.  R1.  Specimens  of  this  combination  occur  with  a 

perpendicular  die  crack  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  bust. 

No.  99. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  98. 

Rev. — Rev.  F. — Closely  resembles  Rev.  C.  Measurements : Distance 
from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2*4  ; distance  from 
extreme  point  of  right  wreath  stem  to  the  final  a of  AMERICA,  1J ; length  of 
the  dividing  line  of  fraction,  1%.  R'. 

No.  100. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top,  10| ; 


No.  98 
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distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  y,  2^  ; distance  from 
tip  of  nose  to  extreme  point  of  left  foot  of  l,  9^;  length  of  date  at  base, 
4b  The  right  corner  of  the  final  7 touches  the  bust.  A dash  extends 
from  the  letter  l to  the  letter  b. 

Rev. — Rev.  G. — There  are  6 berries  on  each  branch  of  the  wreath. 
There  is  no  leaf  touching  the  c of  cent.  There  are  small  open  spaces 
on  each  side  of  the  knot,  caused  by  the  ribbons  being  above  the  point 
.where  the  stems  cross.  The  figure  1 of  the  denominator  is  near  the 
left  ribbon.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  end  of  right  wreath 
stem  to  the  final  a of  America,  >4  ; distance  between  the  pendant  ribbon 
ends,  4;  distance  from  end  of  left  wreath  stem  to  ,u  of  united,  ^4.  A 
slight  die  crack  crosses  the  two  leaves,  pointing  toward  the  letter  I of 
AMERICA.  There  is  also  a flaw,  showing  itself  above  the  letter  c.  It1. 

No.  101. — Obv.  Measurements  : From  the  tip  of  nose  to  the  nearest 
point  of  the  letter  y,  3 ; length  of  date,  4f;  distance  from  the  lowest 
:curl  to  the  figure  9 is  3.  The  letter  t is  immediately  above  the  fore- 
lock. The  final  7 of  the  date  stands  considerabl}’  below  the  bust, 
touching  the  border,  and  very  close  to  the  9.  A slight  die  crack 
appears  on  the  left  of  the  letter  Y just  above  its  foot. 

Rev. — Rev.  H. — There  are  5 berries  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath,  and  6 on  the  left.  The  right  branch  is  thick,  the  left  thin 
and  delicate.  The  spaces  on  either  side  of  the  knot  are  larger  than  on 
Rev.  G.  The  right  pendant  ribbon  end  touches  the  final  a of  America. 
The  top  of  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  terminates  at  the  left  of  the 
final  s of  states.  The  numerator  of  the  fraction  is  distant  but  ^ below 
the  knot.  R1. 

No.  102. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  101. 

Rev. — Rev.  I. — There  are  4 berries  on  the  right,  and  5 on  the 
left  branch  of  the  wreath.  The  left  stem  is  disconnected  from  the 
wreath,  and  is  visible  only  on  the  left  of  the  ribbon.  There  is  an  open 
space  to  the  right  of  the  knot.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  ter- 
minates opposite  the  left  foot  of  the  letter  n of  united.  The  distance 
from  the  end  of  the  left  wreath  stem  to  the  letter  u of  united  is  1.  R1. 

( To  be  continued). 


Ancient  American  Coins. 

No  sooner  are  the  words  of  our  title  penned,  than  we  hear — in  fancy 
—the  contemptuous  sneers  of  our  brethren  in  the  numismatic  field. 
Ancient  American  coins ! Rubbish!  Stuff!  Nonsense!  There  never 
were  any  ! Possibly  these  doubters  are  right.  Personally  we  believe 
them  to  be  wrong.  Without  putting  forward  our  own  theories  or 
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fancies  in  the  slightest  degree,  we  propose  to  group,  now  for  the  first 
time,  some  desultory  data  concerning  ancient  American  coins,  which 
we  trust  may  prove  interesting  reading  if  nothing  more. 

The  earliest  notice  of  the  finding  of  a coin  among  the  prehistoric 
works  of  the  mound-builders  which  are  scattered  through  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio  valleys  and  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  is  con- 
tained in  Parish’s  geography,  the  full  title  of  which  reads  : “ A 

Compendious  System  of  Universal  Geography.  By  Elijah  Parish, 
D.  D.  Printed  by  Thomas  & Whipple,  Newbury  port,  1808.”  In  spite 
of  the  somewhat  startling  title,  the  book  is  only  a saucy  little  12mo.  of 
perhaps  100  pages,  being  about  as  far  removed  from  “ Compendious  ” 
as  can  be  well  imagined.  It  is  under  the  head  of  “New  Connecticut,” 
on  page  75,  that  the  coin  story  is  found,  as  follows  : 

“ Buins  of  old  forts  are  scattered  all  through  this  country.  At  a 
small  distance  from  them  is  always  a mound  in  the  form  of  a pyramid 
which  contains  a white  substance  supposed  to  be  human  bones.  These 
were  probably  the  burial  places  of  the  garrison.  Ninety  miles  from 
Marietta  are  ruins  extending  for  two  miles.  In  some  parts  these  ram- 
parts of  other  times  are  eighteen  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  On 
clearing  a sjming  near  some  ancient  ruins  on  the  Little  Miami,  not  far 
from  its  junction  with  the  Ohio,  a copper  com  has  lately  been  found. 
From  a fac-simile  it  appears  the  characters  on  the  coin  are  old 
Persian.” 

Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson — a name  known  to  every  American  num- 
ismatist— in  his  American  Numismatic  Manual,  devotes  many  pages  to 
the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  prehistoric  American  coins.  Of  course 
Dr.  Dickeson  is  verbose  and  inaccurate — there  is  no  denying  it.  Every 
round  piece  of  copper,  every  engraved  bit  of  bone  or  coal  found  among 
the  remains  of  the  mound-builders  becomes  in  his  eyes  an  ancient 
American  coin.  But  for  all  that,  Dr.  D’s  remarks  are  worth  the  read- 
ing, and  his  engravings  a careful  examination.  If  the  man  was  an 
enthusiast,  we  have  never  heard  his  honesty  of  intention  disputed. 
The  objects  he  illustrates  and  describes  at  such  length  undoubtedly 
came  from  the  mounds,  and  the  question  for  us  to  decide  is,  did  any 
of  them  serve  the  purpose  of  coins  ? 

“The  first  specimens  of  this  kind,”  says  Dr.  Dickeson,  “ which  we 
— Thomas  Mitchell  and  myself— met  within  our  aboriginal  researches, 
were  from  a small  mound  upon  the  plantation  of  William  Ferriday, 
Esq.,  in  Yidalia,  Concordia  Parish,  Louisania,  in  1844.  We  removed 
from  around  the  bones  of  a male  aborigine  of  very  large  size,  forty- 
three  small  pieces,  round  and  flat,  of  lignite,  coal,  shell  and  jasper.  * * 
The  lignite  and  coal  pieces  were  of  two  sizes  which  would  measure  by 
the  American  scale  6 and  9.  They  were  mostly  plain  on  both, sides. 
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In  two  of  the  largest,  however,  are  found  rude  figures  composed  of  lines 
and  depressions.  * * The  next  collection  we  shall  describe  was  taken 
from  a small  mound  upon  the  plantation  of  Charles  Chamberlin,  Esq., 
in  the  same  year  (1844),  located  about  six  miles  above  Natchez,  Miss. 
They  were  found  in  a small  vase  which  was  elaborately  carved.  * * A 
great  number  of  lignite  and  coal  pieces  were  found,  some  twenty 
years  since,  in  a small  mound  on  the  border  of  the  Miami,  river,  in 
Ohio,  the  largest  of  which  was  about  the  size  of  our  old  cent,  but 
much  thicker.  * * The  largest  specimen  was  perforated  with  sixteen 
small  holes,  the  faces  of  others  were  indented  with  from  five  to  eight 
parallel  lines,  and  on  one  specimen  the  lines  were  crossed,  forming 
diamond  shaped  figures.  * * Such  coins  as  we  have  been  describing 
were  undoubtedly  prized  by  their  original  possessors.  The  coal 
specimens  of  coin  are  quite  as  frequently  found  in  the  mounds  as  the 
lignite.  * * They  are  less  elaborately  carved,  owing  to  the  difference  of 
material,  though  the  designs  are  similar,  lines  and  cross-lines  and 
occasionally  an  effigy  of  a man  or  bird  upon  them,  and  on  one  specimen 
we  have  seen,  an  extended  hand.  * * The  aboriginal  mounds  also 
abound  in  copper  money.” 

Priest,  in  his  American  Antiquities,  speaks  of  plain  copper  coins 
being  found  in  quantities  in  some  of  the  aboriginal  mounds. 

Bradford,  in  his  American  Antiquities,  page  23,  says  : 

“ Colored  medals  representing  the  sun  in  its  ra}7s,  other  idols  of 
various  forms,  and  urns  containing  calcined  human  bones,  some  model- 
led after  the  most  elegant  and  graceful  patterns,  have  been  found  in  the 
mounds.”  Again,  on  page  27  : “ Many  metallic  remains  have  also  been 
discovered  among  ancient  ruins,  some  quite  perfect,  others  in  a state  of 
decomposition.  Copper  appears  to  have  been  in  the  most  general  use. 
It  has  been  found  in  the  mounds  either  in  irregular  masses  or  worked  in 
various  forms,  and  sometimes  plated  with  silver.  Arrow  heads,  brace- 
lets, circular  plates  or  medals,  beads,  a cross  and  pipe  bowls,  all  com- 
posed of  this  metal  have  been  disinterred  from  the  tunnels.” 

Professor  Alexander  Wincliell,  in  his  Sparks  from  a Geologists’ 
Hammer,  page  170,  records  the  following:  “I  had  in  my  possession 
for  some  time  a copper  relic  resembling  a rude  coin,  which  was  taken 
from  an  artesian  boring  at  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  at 
Lawn  Ridge,  Marshall  county,  Ills.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilmot,  then  of  Lawn 
Ridge,  furnished  me,  in  a letter  dated  December  4,  1871,  the  following 
statement  of  deposits  pierced  in  the  boring:  ‘Soil,  3 ft.;  yellow  clay, 
17  ft.;  blue  clay,  44  ft.;  dark  vegetable  matter,  4 ft.;  hard,  purplish 
clay,  18  ft.;  bright  green  clay,  8 ft.;  mottled  clay,  18  ft.;  soil,  2 ft. 
Depth  at  which  coin  was  found  114  feet.’  In  a letter  of  the  27th  of 
December,  written  from  Chillicothe,  Ills.,  he  stated  that  the  bore  was 
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four  inches  for  eighty  feet,  and  three  inches  for  the  remainder  of  the 
depth.  But  before  one  hundred  feet  had  been  reached,  the  four-inch 
portion  was  ‘ so  plastered  over  as  to  be  itself  but  three  inches  in 
diameter,’  and  hence  the  coin  could  not  have  come  from  any  depth  less 
than  eighty,  feet.  * * This  so-called  coin  was  about  the  thickness  and 
size  of  a silver  quarter  of  a dollar,  and  was  of  remarkably  uniform 
thickness.  It  was  approximately  round,  and  seemed  to  have  been  cut. 
Its  two  faces  bore  marks  * * * not  stamped  with  a die  nor  engraved. 
They  looked  as  if  etched  with  acid.  The  character  of  the  marks  was  part- 
ly unintelligible.  On  each  side,  however,  was  a rude  outline  of  a human 
figure.  One  of  these  held  in  one  hand  an  object  resembling  a child, 
while  the  other  was  raised  as  if  in  the  act  of  striking.  The  figure  wore 
a head-dress  apparently  made  of  quills.  Around  the  border  were  un- 
decipherable hieroglyphics.  The  figure  on  the  opposite  side  only 
extended  to  the  waist,  and  had  also  one  hand  uplifted.  The  head  was 
furnished  with  long  tufts  like  a mule’s  ears.  Around  the  border  was 
another  circle  of  hieroglyphics.  On  this  side  also  was  the  rude  outline 
of  a quadruped.  I exhibited  this  relic  to  the  Geological  Section  of  the 
American  Association  at  its  meeting  at  Buffalo  in  1876.  The  general 
impression  seemed  to  be  that  the  origin  could  not  date  from  the  epoch 
of  the  stratum  in  which  it  is  represented  to  have  been  found.  One 
person  thought  he  could  detect  a rude  representation  of  the  signs  of 
the  zodiac  around  the  border.  Another  fancied  he  could  discover 
numerals  and  even  dates.  No  one  could  even  offer  any  explanation  of 
the  objects  or  circumstances  of  its  discovery.  The  figures  bear  a close 
resemblance  to  rude  drawings  executed  on  birch  bark  and  rock 
surfaces  by  the  American  Indians.  By  what  means  were  they  etched? 
And  by  what  means  was  the  uniform  thickness  of  the  copper  pro- 
duced ?” 

Concerning  this  coin  much  has  been  written,  and  many  absurd 
theories  advanced.  The  circumstances  of  its.  finding  seem  well 
authenticated,  but  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  geologists  and 
scientists  who  have  examined  it,  are  entitled  to  no  weight  whatever, 
for  the  reason  that  not  being  numismatists  they  know  nothing  of  coins. 

For  instance  the  opinion  of  Professor  Lesley,  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  who  claimed  that  it  was  either  of  Hispano-American  or 
Franco-American  origin,  and  that  he  could  detect  upon  it  the  date, 
1572!  The  absurdity  of  this  claim  will  be  at  once  apparent  to  every 
numismatist. 

One  glance  at  this  singular  coin  shows  its  two  things  which  are  signifi- 
cant, to  say  the  least.  First,  the  “head-dress”  of  quills,  or  more  probably 
feathers,  is  unquestionably  Indian  in  its  character.  Second,  the 
hieroglyphics  bear  a marked  similarity  to  those  found  upon  the  prehis- 
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toric  monuments  of  Mexico  and  Yucatan.  In  fact  the  latter  is  so 
apparent  as  to  incite  wonder  that  it  has  not  been  observed  by  some 
of  the  savants  to  whom  the  coin  was  shown.  The  size  of  this  singular 
piece  is  15,  American  scale. 

Bancroft,  in  his  Native  Races,  Yol.  IV.,  page  118,  presents  a copper 
medal  concerning  the  American  origin  of  which  there  seems  to  be  no 
doubt.  Its  size  is  28,  American  scale,  and  it  differs  in  every  particular 
from  anything  known  in  ancient  or  modern  numismatic  art.  This 
nledal  was  found  by  Senor  Ordonez,  at  the  city  of  Guatemala.  On 
one  side  is  the  figure  of  a bearded  man,  wearing  a turban,  and  kneel- 
ing between  two  fierce  heads,  perhaps  of  crocodiles,  which  appear  to 
defend  the  entrance  to  a mountainous,  woot)ed  country  [precisely  the 
character  of  Guatemala].  There  is  one  mountain  and  two  trees,  beside 
a pile  of  rugged  rocks.  On  the  other  side  are  two  trees  and  a 
pile  of  rocks.  Around  the  larger  tree  an  immense'  serpent  is 
coiled,  while  upon  the  rock  an  eagle  is  perched.  Encircling  the  field 
is  an  ornamental  border,  different  on  obverse  and  reverse,  but  in  each 
instance  bearing  a most  striking  resemblance  to  the  border  designs  of 
prehistoric  American  ornamentation.  It  may  be  mentioned  also  that 
the  serpent  occurs  upon  the  sculptures  and  stuccos  of  the  ruined 
buildings  so  plentiful  in  Central  America  and  Yucatan  in  hundreds  of 
instances  ; the  same  being  true  also  of  the  fierce  crocodile  heads. 

Since  this  medal  was  unearthed  more  than  a century  ago,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  impossible  to  authenticate  the  circumstances  attending 
its  finding.  Let  the  interested  reader  turn  to  the  various  accounts  of 
the  prehistoric  ruins  of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  and  he  will  be 
impressed  at  once  by  the  remarkable  similarity  of  the  devices  it 
presents  with  the  existing  memorials  of  that  vanished  race  whose  very 
name  is  lost  beyond  hope  of  recall. 

On  the  24tli  of  June,  1847,  while  some  workmen  were  engaged  in 
building  a new  road  near  Leonardstown,  St.  Mary’s  county,  Mary- 
land, a coin  was  unearthed  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  Henry 
Clay,  and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  writer.  It  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly rude  planchet  of  copper,  tolerably  well  rounded,  and  slightly 
concave  on  one  side,  measuring  12  on  the  American  scale.  On  one 
side  it  bears  the  rude  figure  of  a man  in  the  act  of  running  toward  the 
right,  beneath  which  is  a large  bird  also  facing  the  right.  The  man  is 
very  distinct,  the  bird  less  so,  while  in  addition  are  traces  of  other 
figures,  the  nature  of  which  cannot  be  determined.  On  the  other,  and 
concave  side,  is  also  a bird,  with  a long  bill,  strongly  resembling  a 
snipe,  and  facing  the  left.  Below  the  bird  are  traces  of  hieroglyphics, 
bearing  a remarkable  similarity  to  those  seen  upon  the  Illinois  coin. 
Lastly,  and  what  is  most  remarkable,  is  the  fact  that  this  coin  is  not  a 
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cast,  nor  was  it  struck  from  a die,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  figures 
appear  to  have  been  etched  with  acid.  Furthermore,  it  is  of  pure 
copper,  precisely  the  metal  used  by  the  mound-builders  for  rings,  axes 
and  other  objects. 

Such  is  the  testimony;  what  then  are  the  conclusions  to  be  derived  ? 
We  shall  attempt  to  draw  none,  confining  ourselves  simply  to  a brief 
comparison  of  the  finds. 

On  the  coin  found  among  the  mounds  on  the  Little  Miami  were 
strange  characters  believed  by  the  learned  of  the  last  century  to  be  old 
Persian.  On  the  coins  found  at  Lawn  Ridge  and  Leonardstown  are 
similar  characters.  Who  in  America  during  the  last  century  knew 
anything  about  old  Persian,  or  new  Persian  either,  for  that  matter  ? 
Clearly,  no  one.  These  strange  characters  were  as  unintelligible 
then  as  they  are  now.  They  do  not  resemble  Arabic  letters,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  do  resemble  the  hieroglyphics  upon  the  monuments  of 
prehistoric  America  and  nothing  else. 

Upon  the  coal  specimens  taken  from  the  various  mounds  described, 
were  rude  representations  of  men,  animals  and  birds.  There  are  two  men 
and  an  animal  on  the  Lawn  Ridge  coin  ; there  is  a man  and  two  birds 
on  the  Leonardstown  specimen,  and  a man  and  an  eagle — the  king  of 
birds — upon  the  medal  unearthed  at  Guatemala  by  Ordonez. 

Here  we  have  a similarity  existing  between  all  these  finds,  and  lastr 
and  most  significant  of  all,  comes  the  fact  that  in  these  strange 
characters,  figures  of  men,  of  the  serpent,  the  crocodile,  and  of  birds, 
we  have  precisely  the  objects  sculptured  on  the  crumbling  ruins  of 
those  mysterious  prehistoric  cities,  Uxmal,  Palenque  and  Copan. 


A Timely  Suggestion. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  message,  offers  the  fol- 
lowing timely  suggestion  regarding  the  now  useless  Standard  Dollars 
whose  constantly  increasing  numbers  tax  the  capacity  of  the  vaults  of 
the  Treasury  to  their  utmost : “ One  of  the  most  interesting  facts 

shown  by  the  foregoing  statements  is  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
standard  silver  dollars  owned  by  the  Government,  and  tlie  increased  use 
of  the  same  money  by  the  people  in  the  form  of  silver  certificates.  The 
five,  two  and  one  dollar  certificates  furnish  a convenient  currency,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  future  use  of  the  silver  dollar  will  be  almost  ex- 
clusively in  that  form.  It  is  waste  to  coin  and  store  any  more 
silver  dollars  at  present.  There  is  no  function  which  those  that  are 
coined  after  this  time  will  probably  ever  perform,  except  to  lie  in  Gov- 
ernment vaults  and  be  a basis  upon  which  silver  certificates  can  be 
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issued.  It  is  seldom  that  any  one  wishes  to  have  his  silver  certificate 
exchanged  for  the  silver  dollar  itself,  consequently  a limited 
number  of  coined  dollars  will  perform  the  work  of  redeeming  cer- 
tificates. The  $214,000,000  which  are  now  in  the  Treasury  will  more 
than  suffice  to  redeem,  as  they  may  be  presented  from  time  to  time,  the 
silver  certificates  that  have  already  been  issued,  or  that  can  be  issued, 
against  all  the  dollars  which  will  be  coined  for  years  to  come  under 
the  present  law. 

The  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  certificates  against  the  coining  value  of  the  bullion 
bought,  and  to  coin  only  such  number  of  dollars  as  he  might  deem  ex- 
pedient hereafter.  This  would  not  restrict  in  the  least  degree  the  use 
of  the  silver  dollar  as  currency.  The  certificates  would  be  equally 
secure  whether  representing  coined  dollars  lying  in  the  vaults,  or 
representing  bullion,  also  lying  in  vaults,  and  which  could  be 
coined  into  dollars.  The  bullion  should  be  melted  into  the  form  of 
very  heavy  bars,  which  could  not  be  easily  stolen  or  lost.  In  this 
form  the  silver  could  be  easily  and  quickly  moved  and  counted. 
More  than  a dozen  men  were  occupied  for  several  weeks  last  summer, 
when  the  late  Treasurer  turned  over  the  office  to  the  present  incum- 
bent in  counting  the  coin  which  is  in  the  vaults  at  Washington. 
Safety,  economy,  and  convenience  would  be  promoted  if  this  recom- 
mendation were  adopted.” 


Three  Bank  Tokens  of  the  Isle  of  Bourbon. 

Our  old  friend,  the  “Brooklyn  Collector,”  from  whom  we  have  heard 
nothing  in  some  months,  sent  us  the  other  day  three  bank  tokens  of 
the  Reunion  Isle,  or  as  it  is  more  generally  known,  the  Isle  of  Bour- 
bon, which  being  a little  out  of  the  usual  run  of  tokens,  we  concluded 
to  illustrate  and  present  herewith.  No.  1 seems  to  be  a token  of  the 
French  East  India  Co.,  issued,  our  correspondent  assures  us,  at  their 
bank  on  the  island,  while  Nos.  2 and  3 are  manifestly  pieces  of  this 
class.  According  to  our  geography,  Bourbon  is  the  next  door  neigh- 
bor of  Mauritius  ; according  to  the  records,  it  was  called  Bourbon  up 
to  the  first  revolution,  the  Isle  of  Bonaparte  during  the  Napoleon 
regime,  changing  again  to  Bourbon  under  Charles  X,  and  at  the  revo- 
lution of  1848,  taking  the  name  of  Reunion  Island,  which  it  has  since 
retained. 

The  tokens  are  executed  in  the  usual  bold  style  of  the  French  die- 
sinkers,  and  are  decidedly  rare. 
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No.  1. — Obv. 


LUDOV.  XVI.  ER.  ET  NAVAE.  REX 


Bust  of 


Louis  XVI  to  Tight.  Below  the  bust,  Duviv(ier)  die-sinker. 

Rev.  Crowned  arms  of  the  French  East  India  Company.  In  ex.r 
COMP,  des  indes  | MDCCLXXNY  The  whole  surrounded  by  a heavy  border 
upon  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Silver;  octagonal;  size  22. 


iff  (CAHIfl'B  A 
W ©'ISSfflKI'iPTS  c 
fom  ©is  ml 

V Dig  JLP  23LS*  n 


No.  2 —Obv.  CHARLES  X ROI  DE  FRANCE.  Head  of  Charles  X 
to  left.  Below,  rarre  ft 

Rev.  CAISSE  | D’ESCOMPTE  ET  DE  PRETS  [ DE  LTLE  | DE 
BOURBON  Below,  an  ancient  lamp,  all  within  a,  heavy  wreath  of 
laurel.  Silver  ; octagonal  ; size  23. 
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No.  3. — Obv.  NAPOLEON  III  EMPEREUR  Head  of  Napoleon  III 
to  right.  Below,  pincret  f. 

Rev.  BANQUE  | DE  LTLE  | DE  LA  | REUNION  within  a heavy 
wreath  of  laurel.  Silver;  octagonal  ; size  22. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

• '-•••.  • • f t , • : . • . ; r 

— Our  Belgian  contemporary,  the  Revue,  Beige  de  Numisrnatiqiie,  in 
its  prospectus,  issued  at  the  close  of  the  past  year,  informs  the  frater- 
nity that  it  is  not  a journal  devoted  solely  to  Belgian  numismatics, 
but  aims  to  embrace  all  branches  of  our  pleasing  science.  It  is 
addressed  to  amateurs  of  Greek  and  Roman  medals  ; likewise  to  those 
who  love  to  dig  and  delve  among  the  coins  of  the  middle  ages,  Oriental 
coins,  early  Gaulish  pieces,  modern  coins,  medals,  tokens,  jetons  .and 
weights.  It  contains  also  articles  from  foreign  correspondents  upon 
the  coins  of  their  several  countries.  The  Revue  is  one  of  the  oldest 
numismatic  periodicals  in  the  world.  It  has  already  completed  its 
forty-fourth  year. 

— On  one  of  the  last  days  of  December,  1887,  a mysterious  consign- 
ment of  old  Spanish  dubloons  was  received  at  the  Assay  Office  on  Wall 
street  to  be  melted.  The  coins  were  worth  $17.16  apiece.  Most  of  them 
were  still  in  good  condition  although  all  were  coined  before  1800  and  some 
of  them  dated  back  more  than  a century  from  that  time.  The  consign- 
ment included  8,500  of  the  ancient  pieces.  Just  where  they  came  from 
is  not  known,  except  that  they  were  shipped  here  from  the  West  Indies. 
Whether  they  are  part  of  some  pirate’s  hoard,  or  some  of  the  cargo  of  an 
old  treasure  ship,  scuttled  to  escape  capture;  or  udiether  they  are  just 
part  of  some  prosaic  bank  deposit,  is  left  to  the  imagination.  The 
Assay  Office  heads  declined,  to  give  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  valu- 
able relics.  . , . 
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— Speaking  of  the  Hya-qua  shell,  which  for  so  long  a time 
answered  the  purpose  of  a circulating  medium  in  Alaska,  Mr.  Freder- 
ick Whymper,  in  his  interesting  narrative  of  travel  and  adventure  in 
that  distant  territory,  says : “ These  shells  were  formerly  used,  and 
still  are,  to  some  extent,  as  a medium  of  currency  by  the  natives  of 
Vancouver’s  island  and  other  parts  of  the  northwest  coast.  I saw  on  the 
Yukon  (in  Alaska)  fringes  and  bead  ornaments  which  represented  a 
value  in  trade  of  a couple  of  hundred  marten  skins.  At  one  time  a 
Hya-qua  would  purchase  a male  slave,  equal  in  value  to  fifty  blankets, 
or  about  £50  sterling.  These  shells  are  generally  obtained  from  the 
west  coast  of  Vancouver’s  Island.” 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 

A correspondent  who  does  not  favor  us  with  his  name,  sends  us  a rub- 
bing of  a Mexican  war  medal,  and  asks  for  information.  We  have  sub- 
mitted the  rubbing  to  our  highly  esteemed  brother  in  numismatics,  Mr. 
James  Oliver,  whose  opinion  in  the  matter  of  war  medals,  no  one  would 
dare  gainsay.  In  reply,  Mr.  Oliver  states  : “It  is  the  badge  or  medal  of 
the  New  York  Associated  Veterans  of  the  Mexican  War  ; is  worn  sus- 
pended from  a red,  white  and  blue  ribbon,  and  attached  to  a blue  silk 
badge.  The  Rev.  H.  E.  Hayden,  in  his  description  of  the  West  Virginia 
soldiers’  medals,”  adds  Mr.  Oliver,  “ incidentally  says : ‘ and  another 
medal  may  be  noted,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  result  of 
any  national  action,  but  to  have  originated  with  President  Grant.  * * 
The  Secretary  War,  in  1876,  directed  the  U.  S.  Mint  to  issue  medals 
made  of  the  cannon  captured  during  the  Mexican  War  for  the  purpose 
of  presentation  to  the  veteran  soldiers  of  the  war.  The  design  of  the 
medal  is  a modified  American  shield,  the  outer  rim  raised  from  the 
general  surface,  and  having  thereupon  the  names  of  the  prominent 
battles  in  Mexico.  In  the  centre,  in  relief,  are  various  emblems  of 
war,  cannons,  small  arms,  man-of-war,  bursting  shells,  etc.  Below  is 
the  word  MEXICO  and  a castle  with  the  maguey  and  cactus  plants  and 
1846,  the  date  of  the  war,  all  surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath,  banded 
below,  with  three  folds  bearing  the  names  of  Scott,  Taylor  and  Pierce. 
Outside  the  wreath  are  twenty-nine  stars,  denoting  the  number  of 
states  of  the  union  at  that  time.’  This  description  relates  only,  says 
Mr.  Oliver,  “ to  medals  in  gun  metal,  no  mention  being  made  ot  silver 
ones.  Your  medal,  I take  it,  is  in  silver  like  mine.  I have  the  one 
described  above ; it  is  much  larger  than  the  silver.  I assume,  there- 
fore, that  the  large  medal  was  distributed  to  the  veterans  generally, 
while  the  silver  one  was  originated  by  the  New  York  Association. 
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Early  American  Patterns. 

Under  the  above  caption  Ave  propose  to  continue  our  study  of 
that  excellent,  but  obscure  book,  Crosby,  Early  Coins  of  America, 
relinquished  at  the  close  of  our  arrangement  of  the  early  American 
tokens,  in  Yol.  XII  of  the  Journal,  page  175. 

The  arrangement  of  the  particular  specimens  of  the  earliest  coins  of 
our  country  which  we  are  about  to  consider,  will  be  wholly  unsystem- 
atic. We  shall,  however,  number  the  pieces  described  as  a matter  of 
convenience.  Let  the  reader  recollect  that  from  beginning  to  end,  this 
will  be  a study  of  the  information  gathered  by  Mr.  Crosby  and  nothing 
more. 

THE  JANUS  HEAD. 

First  among  the  pattern  pieces  of  our  country  should  be  placed  the 
Janus  head  halfpenny,  if  the  modern  system  of  giving  the  lowest 
value  first  place  in  the  arrangement  of  a series  is  to  be  adhered  to. 
Its  description  is  as  follows  : 

No.  1. — Obv.  state  of  massa  : d Three  heads  joined,  facing- 

front,  right  and  left. 

Rev.  goddess  liberty  In  ex.,  1776  The  Goddess  of  Liberty,  in  a 
peculiar  and  entirely  impossible  position,  resting  against  a globe.  The 
right  hand  supports  a pole,  the  left  extends  a cap,  while  at  her  feet  sits 
a small  animal,  probably  intended  for  a dog.  Borders  and  edge  plain. 
Copper ; size  15. 

But  one  specimen  of  this  singular  coin  is  known.  The  peculiar 
arrangement  of  the  three  heads  on  the  obverse,  Mr.  Crosby  compares 
to  the  Brahma  of  Hindoo  mythology,  typifying  the  Past,  Present  and 
Future.  An  apt  simile,  but  we  doubt  if  such  was  the  thought  of  the 
artist.  At  the  time-jMr.  Crosby  wrote,  the  Janus  Head  was  in  the  col- 
lection of  Mr.  Matthew  Stickney,  of  Salem,  Mass.  It  was  found  with 
an  engraved  piece  and  some  proof  impressions  from  plates  for  Contin- 
ental paper  money,  engraved  by  Paul  Revere.  “From  these  circum- 
stances,” says  Crosby,  “Mr.  Stickney  is  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
they  Avere  the  Avork  of  that  engraver.  HoAvever  this  may  be,  the  Pine 
Tree  cent  and  this  half-penny  sufficiently  resemble  each  other  in  their 
workmanship  to  be  considered  the  Avork  of  the  same  artist.  They 
were  probably  private  enterprises,  as  no  mention  of  them  is  to  be 
found  upon  any  records. 

THE  PINE  TREE  CENT. 

No.  2. — Obv.  massachusset  ts  state  A pine  tree,  its  trunk  dividing 
lc  LM. 

Rev.  LIBERTY  AND  virtue  In  ex.,  1776  The  Goddess  of  Liberty 
seated  upon  a globe  facing  left.  The  extended  right  hand  holds  a cap, 
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the  left  supports  a pole ; at  the  feet  of  the  figure  sits  a dog.  Borders, 
milled  ; edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  20. 

Concerning  this  highly  interesting  pattern,  Crosby  writes  as  follows : 
“ This  probably  unique  piece,  noiv  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  William  S. 
Appleton,  was  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  J.  Colburn,  of  Boston,  wdio 
obtained  it  about  1852,  from  Mr.  Edward  W.  Hooper,  then  a school- 
boy collector  of  coins.  Mr.  Hooper  purchased  it  from  a grocer  in  the 
northerty  part  of  the  city  [Boston]  wUo  found  it  many  years  before 
while  excavating  on  his  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  Hull,  or  Charter 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  addition  to  his  dwelling.  He  had 
long  preserved  it  as  a curiosity.  We  take  this  to  be  the  first  pattern 
for  a Massachusetts  cent,  and  the  characters  upon  the  obverse  to  be 
abbreviations  for  ‘One  Cent  Lawful  Money.’  ” 

CONTINENTAL  DOLLAR. 


No.  3.— Obv.  CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  1776  Within  a circle, 
FUGIO  and  the  blazing  sun  with  a human  face  shining  upon  a sun- 
dial. Beneath  the  sun-dial,  hind  your  | business 


Rev.  A chain  of  thirteen  links  surrounding  a radiated  circle  within 
which  is  the  inscription  : american  congress.  Within  a second  circle; 
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we  | are  | one  Upon  the  links,  beginning  at  the  top  of  the  coin  : 
CONNECIT  R.  ISLAND  N.  YORKE  N.  IERSEY  PENNSILV  DELAWARE  MARYLAND 
VIRGINIA  N.  CAROLIN  S.  CAROLIN  GEORGIA  MASSACHS  N.  HAMP’s  Borders, 
beaded  ; edge,  ornamented  with  leaf-work.  Tin  ; size  25. 


No.  4. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  3.  The  legend  is  differently  spaced. 
The  sun  is  more  directly  above  the  dial.  Inside  the  first  circle  im- 
mediately below  MIND  YOUR  BUSINESS,  is  EG  FECIT 


n.  hamp’s  precedes  massachs  in  the  links 
Legend  reads  : CONTINENTAL 


Rev.  Similar  to  No.  3. 

Tin ; size  25. 

No.  5. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  3. 

CURRENCY 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  3.  Metals  : silver,  brass,  tin ; size  25. 

There  is  little  known  concerning  the  history  of  the  Continental  Dol- 
lar. It  would  seem  to  have  been  an  authorized  issue  of  the  Continen- 
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tal  Congress,  according  to  the  authority  to  be  presently  quoted.  The 
more  common  variety  is  No.  5,  of  which  a single  specimen  in  silver  and 
two  in  brass  are  known,  all  others  being  in  tin.  Mr.  Parmelee 
owns  the  silver  piece  which  seems  to  have  seen  some  circulation.  One 
of  the  brass  pieces  was  at  one  time  in  the  cabinet  of  the  late  J.  Car- 
son  Brevoort,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Appleton  owns  the  other  brass 
impression. 

Crosby,  quoting  Watson’s  Chemical  Essays,  Dublin,  1791,  says  : 
“ The  Congress  in  America  had  recourse  to  the  same  expedient  [the 
coinage  of  tin]  ; they  coined  several  pieces  of  about  an  inch  and  a half 
in  diameter  and  of  240  grains  in  weight ; on  one  side  of  which  was  in- 
scribed in  a circular  ring  near  the  edge — Continental  Currency , 1776 — 
and  within  a ring  a rising  sun  with — -fugio — at  the  side  of  it  shining 
upon  a dial,  under  which  was — Mind  your  business. — On  the  reverse 
were  thirteen  small  circles  joined  together  like  the  rings  of  a chain,  on 
each  of  which  was  inscribed  the  name  of  one  of  the  thirteen  states  ; on 
another  circular  ring,  within  these,  was  inscribed — American  Congress 
— and  in  the  central  space — We  are  One — I have  been  particular  in  the 
mention  of  this  ’piece  of  money,  because  like  the  lead  money  which 
was  struck  at  Vienna  when  that  city  was  besieged  by  the  Turks  in 
1529,  it  will  soon  become  a great  curiosity.  I estimated  the  weight 
of  a cubic  foot  of  this  Continental  Currency.  It  was  equal  to  7440 
ounces  ; this  exceeds  the  weight  of  our  best  sort  of  pewter,  and  falls 
short  of  that  of  our  worst.  I conjecture  that  the  metal  of  the 
Continental  Currency  consisted  of  twelve  parts  of  tin  and  one  of  lead.” 

In  purchasing  specimens  of  the  Continental  dollar,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  cautious,  as  many  counterfeits  exist. 

(To  be  continued). 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

(Continued from  page  23). 

No.  103. — Obv.  Measurements : From  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the 
nearest  point  of  the  letter  Y of  liberty,  2^  ; from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to 
the  extreme  left  point  of  the  lower  cross-stroke  of  the  letter  L,  9 ; 
length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top,  ; length  of  date,  4)4  ; distance 
from  the  lowest  curl  to  the  figure  9,  2 '/v.  The  letters  of  the  word 
liberty  are  slightly  irregular,  the  b having  too  great  an  inclination 
to  the  right.  The  tail  of  the  letter  R is  just  above  the  forelock.  The 
figure  1 just  touches  the  hair  and  7 the  bust.  The  figure  9 stands 
midway  between  the  two  7s. 
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Rev. — Rev.  J. — This  reverse  is  readily  distinguished  from  the  fact 
that  upon  all  circulated  specimens,  the  word  of  in  the  legend  is  oblit- 
erated. From  some  cause  the  surface  of  the  die  between  the  final  s 
of  states  and  the  first  a of  America  was  sunk  too  deeply,  producing  a 
corresponding  protuberance  upon  the  coin,  more  susceptible  to  wear, 
of  course,  than  other  portions  of  the  surface.  There  are  5 berries  on 
either  branch  of  the  wreath  ; the  left  wreath  stem  points  toward  the 
letter  N of  united  ; the  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  stem  terminates  opposite 
the  right  foot  of  the  letter  N of  united.  A die  crack  connects  the  up- 
per leaves  of  the  pairs  above  the  word  one.  Measurements  : Length  of 
wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2)4  ; left 
stem,  2)4  ; distance  between  the  letter  u of  united  and  the  end  of  the 
left  ribbon,  )4  ; distance  between  the  words  one  and  cent,  1)4  5 dis- 
tance from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2 ; distance 
from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of,  2.  R1. 

No.  101. — Obv.  3feasurements  : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  the 
top,  10)4  ! distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lowest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  2)4-  The  letters  B and  t of  liberty  are  imperfect.  The  first 
7 of  the  date  is  on  a line  with  the  1.  In  other  particulars,  this  obverse 
resembles  No.  100. 

Rev. — Rev.  K. — The  letters  of  the  legend  are  all  imperfectly  formed 
and  very  irregular.  A die  crack  connects  the  a and  e of  AMERICA,  and 
the  N and  T of  cent  at  the  top.  There  are  5 berries  on  either  branch 
of  the  wreath  ; the  branches  are  disconnected  at  base,  on  the  left  of  the 
knot,  the  left  stem  terminating  in  a fine  point  near  the  letter  u of 
united.  The  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  is  curved  and  is  connected 
b}r  a slight  line  with  the  right  ribbon  end  ; the  denominator  of  the 
fraction  is  curved.  Measurements : Length  of  Avreatli  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem : 2) ; left  stem  : 4)  ; space 
between  the  ribbon  ends,  4§  ; length  of  the  denominator  of  the 
fraction,  3 ; length  of  dividing  line,  1).  R4.  On  some  specimens  of 

this  variety  a die  crack  appears  upon  the  obverse,  extending  from  the 
milled  border  directly  behind  the  head  downward  to  the  loAvest  curl. 

No.  105. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  the  Avord  liberty  at  the 
top,  10) ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  2 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  extreme  left  point 
of  the  loAver  cross-stroke  of  the  letter  L,  9;  length  of  date  at  base,  4). 

ReAL — Rev.  K.  R1. 

No.  10S. — Obv.  Measurements-.  Length  of  the  Avord  liberty,  10); 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  Y, 
2)  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  extreme  left  point  of  the 
loAver  cross-stroke  of  the  letter  L,  9)  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4 ; length 
of  date  at  top,  3£.  The  tail  of  the  letter  R is  just  above  the  forelock. 
The  figures  of  the  date  are  closer  together  than  on  any  other  variety 
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of  this  year ; the  7 is  very  close  to  the  bust,  but  does  not  touch  it. 


Rev. — Rev.  L. — There  are  6 berries  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath  and  5 on  the  left.  The  right  wreath  stem  points  to  the  right 
foot  of  the  letter  a of  America.  The  extreme  point  of  the  right  branch 
of  the  wreath  at  the  top  is  parallel  with  the  left  perpendicular  line  of 
the  final  s of  states.  Measurements : Length  of  the  word  America, 
taken  at  base  in  a straight  line,  from  the  extreme  points  of  the  first 
and  last  letters,  10  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to 
terminus,  right  stem  : 2| ; left  stem  : 2|  ; distance  between  the  ribbon 
ends,  4^  ; distance  from  the  D of  united  to  the  first  s of  states  ; from 
the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  or ; from  the  f in  of  to  the  first  a in 
America,  1^  in  each  instance.  The  omission  of  the  dividing  line  of  the 
fraction  in  our  illustration  is  a blunder.  R1. 

No.  107. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top, 
10g  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  2.f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  extreme  left  point  of 
the  lower  cross-stroke  of  the  letter  L,  9|  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4|  ; 
distance  from  the  lowest  curl  to  the  first  7,  1§.  The  right  corner  of 
the  final  7 touches  the  bust;  the  first  7 projects  above  the  1. 

Rev. — Rev.  M. — Measurements  : Length  of  the  word  America,  taken  at 
base  in  a straight  line,  from  the  extreme  points  of  the  first  and  second 
letters,  9g  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus, 
right  stem:  2£  ; left  stem:  2| ; distance  between  the  ribbon 

ends,  4 y2  ; distance  between  the  letter  d of  united  and  the  first 
S of  states,  lg  ; distance  between  the  letter  f in  of  to  the  first  a of 
America  at  base,  2 ; length  of  denominator,  3^  ; distance  from  the  top 
of  the  figure  1 of  the  denominator  to  the  end  of  the  right  wreath  stem, 

4 Yi.  Rl.  On  some  specimens  of  this  variety,  a die  crack  is  found  be- 
ginning at  a point  on  the  milled  border  behind  the  head,  distant  4j4 
from  the  letter  L,  thence  extending  downward  toward  the  shoulder. 

No.  108. — Obv.  This  variety  may  be  distinguished  by  an  extra  out- 
line behind  the  head,  extending  downward  along  the  hair  to  the  first 
curl  below  the  knot.  The  upper  half  of  the  letter  b is  imperfect,  and 
the  crosslet  of  the  letter  L is  united  with  the  upper  cross-stroke. 
Measurements  : Distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point 
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of  the  letter  y,  2j4  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  extreme 
left  point  of  the  lower  cross-stroke  of  the  letter  l,  9)4  ; length  of  date 
at  base,  4 )4  ; distance  from  the  first  7 to  the  nearest  curl,  1. 

Rev. — Rev.  N. — This  reverse  can  be  distinguished  at  a glance.  The 
letter  M of  AMERICA  is  cut  over  an  E,  the  outlines  of  the  latter  still  being 
quite  distinct.  The  crosslets  of  all  letters  e on  this  reverse  unite  with 
t lie  upper  cross-stroke.  The  loops  of  the  bow  are  disconnected  from 
the  wreath.  It’. 

No.  109. — Obv.  The  letters  of  the  word  liberty  are  widely  spaced ; 
the  R touches  the  hair.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  nearer  the  bust 
than  on  other  varieties,  and  the  right  and  left  corners  of  the  final  7 
touch.  The  top  of  the  figure  1 touches  the  hair.  Measurements : 
Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  the  top,  11 ; length  of  date,  4 yi. 

Rev. — Rev.  N.  Rl.  On  some  specimens  of  this  variety,  a die  crack 
shows  itself  on  the  obverse,  beginning  at  the  right  of  the  bust  near  the 
drapery,  and  extending  in  a curved  line  to  the  border  milling.  Another 
begins  at  the  bust  near  the  neck,  and  extends  downward  to  the  border 
milling.  A third  begins  at  a point  above  the  first  7 of  the  date,  and 
extends  through  the  hair  to  the  border  milling  on  the  left. 

No.  109  closes  the  list  of  the  cents  of  1797.  The  mint  records  show 
that  the  number  issued  during  the  year  was  897,510. 

( To  be  continued).' 


The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  20). 

Guatemala. 

The  operations  of  the  colonial  mint  at  the  city  of  Guatemala  appear 
to  have  had  their  beginning  in  the  year  1728.  This  statement,  how- 
ever, must  be  received  with  caution.  We  have  been  able  to  find  no 
record  of  the  establishment  of  this  mint,  although  we  doubt  not  that 
such  record  is  obtainable  had  one  the  time  to  delve  among  the  dusty 
shelves  of  some  of  our  libraries  ; we  base  our  statement  simply  upon 
the  date  of  the  earliest  Spanish  coin  which  has  come  to  our  notice 
bearing  the  mark  of  this  mint,  then  the  letter  G.  The  Guatemala  to 
which  it  refers  is  not  the  city  now  known  by  that  name,  but  La  Antigua 
Guatemala,  situated  some  few  miles  west  of  the  present  capital  of 
the  republic.  It  is  not  often  that  a capital  city^  once  established  form- 
ally abandons  its  site.  With  Guatemala,  however,  such  a course  was 
an  absolute  necessity.  The  city  was  founded  in  1542,  from  which  time 
down  to  the  year  1777,  when  it  was  finally  abandoned,  its  history  was 
one  of  uninterrupted  disaster. 
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In  1558,  an  epidemic  swept  away  a great  number  of  its  inhabitants. 
In  1565,  it  was  almost  laid  in  ruins  by  an  earthquake.  In  1585,  the 
great  volcano  of  Euego  burst  into  flames,  and  burned  continuously  for 
a whole  year,  the  eruption  being  followed  in  1586  by  an  earthquake 
which  laid  the  city  in  ruins.  In  1601,  there  was  another  pestilence, 
and  another  still  more  serious  in  1686,  with  numerous  earthquakes 
thrown  in  between.  In  1717,  the  volcano  broke  out  again  and  another 
earthquake  followed,  levelling  every  building  of  any  size.  In  1773,  on 
July  29th,  at  4 P.  M.,  an  earthquake  of  unparalleled  violence  occurred 
and  again  the  devoted  city  was  laid  in  the  dust.  The  inhabitants,  now 
well-nigh  discouraged,  had  but  just  begun  to  clear  awa}r  the  ruins, 
when  on  the  7th  of  September  there  came  another  earthquake  which 
threw  down  most  of  the  buildings  which  had  escaped  in  July,  the  work 
of  destruction  being  completed  on  December  13,  when  Old  Guatemala 
sank  to  rise  no  more.  A new  site  was  immediately  chosen,  and  after 
some  delay  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Spanish  government,  a 
proclamation  was  issued  on  July  29,  1777,  commanding  the  population 
to  remove  to  the  new  city  within  one  year,  and  totally  abandon  the 
remains  of  the  old  one.  Old  Guatemala  still  remains  a heap  of  moss 
grown  ruins,  the  new  settlement  having  developed  into  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  most  enterprising  cities  of  the  Central  American 
states. 

All  Spanish  coins  bearing  the  mint-mark  G were  struck  at  the  old 
city.  The  mark  of  New  Guatemala  was  N.G.  and  continued  to  be 
used  until  long  after  the  final  dissolution  of  the  Central  American 
Union  and  the  establishment  of  Guatemala  as  an  independant  state. 

The  earliest  coins  of  Guatemala  are  usually  found  in  a badly  clipped 
condition  ; or,  as  we  are  accustomed  to  term  them,  in  the  form  of  cobs. 
To  tabulate  such  pieces  is,  as  will  readily  be  seen,  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult. We  shall,  however,  attempt  an  arrangement  of  such  as  we  have 
at  hand. 


PHILIP  Y. 


No.  5.— Obv.  PHILIP.  Y.  D.  G.  HISPAN.  ET  IND.  EEX 
arms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  Eev.  YTRAQYE  YNYM 
neatli  a crown  between  two  crowned  pillars  resting  on  the  sea. 


G 1728  G Iieal ; silver. 

No.  6. — Similar.  Date  1731. 
No.  7. — Similar.  Date  1736. 
No.  8. — Similar.  Date  1740. 
No.  9. — Similar.  Date  1741. 
No.  10. — Similar.  Date  1742. 
No.  11. — Similar.  Date  1745. 


Crowned 
Two  globes  be- 
in  ex., 

Medio  ; silver. 

Paseta;  silver. 

Paseta  ; silver. 

Real ; silver. 

Medio;  silver. 

Paseta;  silver. 
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FERDINAND  VI. 

No.  12.— Obv.  .FRD.  VI.  D.  G.  HISP.  ET.  IND.  R.  Crowned 
arms  of  Castile  and  Leon,  dividing  I — 2 Rev.  VTRA  QUE  VNVM 
Arms  of  Spain  as  described  in  No.  5.  In  ex.,  G 17x8  G Paseta; 
silver. 

No.  13. — Similar.  Date  1751  Medio;  silver. 

No.  14.— Obv.  FERDND.  VI.  D.  G.  HISPAN.  ET  IND.  REX 
Crowned  arm  of  Castile  and  Leon,  dividing  I — 8 Rev.  VTRAQVE 
VNVM  Arms  of  Spain  as  above  described.  In  ex.,  G 1753  G 
Peso : silver. 

No.  15. — Similar.  Date  1758.  Beal;  silver. 

No.  16. — Similar.  Date  1759.  Real  ; silver. 

CHARLES  III. 

No.  17.— Obv.  CAROLUS.  III.  D.  G.  HISPAN.  ET.  IND.  REX  * 
Bust  to  right.  Rev.  .QUAT.  EN.  EIUS.  PROCLAMATIONE.  A 
mounted  cavalier  armed  with  a drawn  sword,  leaping  over  the  moun- 
tains to  right.  In  ex.,  1760.  Proclamation  toston;  silver. 

No.  18. — Similar.  Real;  silver. 

No.  19.— Obv.  . CAROLUS.  III.  DEI.  GRATIA  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1772.  Rev.  .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  REX.  G.  2 R.  P. 
Arms  of  Spain.  Paseta  ; silver. 

No.  20. — Similar.  Date  1785.  Reverse  has  mintmark  NG  Toston; 
silver.  This  is  the  earliest  piece  we  have  ever  met  with  bearing  the 
mark  of  the  mint  at  the  new  city. 


No.  21. — Similar.  Date  1787.  Medio  ; silver. 

CHARLES  IV. 

No.  22.— Obv.  CAROL.  IV.  D.  G.  HISP.  ET.  IN.  Bust  to  right. 
Under  the  bust,  reg.  Rev.  S.  P.  Q.  NG  PRO— CL  AM  AT  18  NOV. 
1789.  A mounted  cavalier  leaping  over  two  mountains  to  left.  Real ; 
silver. 

No.  23.— Obv.  Similar  to  last.  Rev.  DRO.  C PROCLAMAD  18 
NOV.  1789  * Mounted  cavalier  leaping  over  two  mountains  to  left, 
within  a dotted  circle.  Paseta ; silver. 
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No.  24.  Obv.  CAROLUS  I HI  DEI.  GRATIA.  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1791.  Rev.  .HISPAN  ET  IND.  REX.  NG.  2 R.  M. 
Crowned  arms  of  Spain.  Paseta  ; silver. 

No.  25. — Similar.  Date  1794.  Toston ; silver. 

No.  26. — Similar.  Date  1795.  Paseta ; silver. 

FERDINAND  VII. 

No.  27. — Obv.  . FERDIN.  HISP.  VII.  GUAT.  II.  Laurelled  bust 
to  right.  Under  the  bust,  p a a.  In  ex.,  .1808.  Rev.  * INTER  * 
SUSPIRIA  1 FIDES  * Arms  of  Guatemala,  the  mounted  cavalier 
above  three  mountains  within  a crowned  shield,  dividing  1 — R. 
Ileal ; silver. 

No.  28.— Similar.  The  letters  beneath  the  bust  omitted.  Peal ; silver. 


No.  29.— Obv.  * A * FERNANDO  * VII  * ANO  * 1 * DE  SU 
REYN  * Laurelled  bust  to  right.  Under  the  bust,  p.  G.  a.  In  ex., 
1808.  Rev.  GUATEMALA.  ANO  284  DE  SU  LEALTU  Arms  as 
in  last,  between  palm  branches,  dividing  2. — R.  Paseta ; silver. 

No,  30. — Obv.  A castle  dividing  G — % In  ex.,  1809.  Rev.  A lion. 

(h/nvhnn  * siivpt 

No.  31.— Obv.’  *LA  CIUD.  DE  GUATEM.  24.  DE  SEPT.  DE  1812. 
Crowned  arms  of  Guatemala  as  above.  Rev.  * POR  LA  CONSTITU- 
CION  POLITICA  DE  LAS  ESPANAS.  An  open  book  in  the  centre 
of  a radiation,  within  a circle.  Paseta  ; silver. 

No.  32.— Obv.  .FERDIN.  VII.  DEI.  GRATIA.  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1816.  Rev.  .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  R.  NG.  M.  Crowned 
arms  of  Spain.  Medio  ; silver. 

No.  33. — Obv.  A castle  dividing  G — X In  ex.,  1816.  Rev.  A lion. 
Cuavtii'iO  * silver. 

No.  34.— Obv.  .FERDIN.  VII.  DEI  GRATIA  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1818.  Rev.  .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  REX.  NG.  8 R.  M. 
Crowned  arms  of  Spain.  Peso  ; silver. 

No.  35. — Similar.  Date  1819.  Peseta  ; silver. 

No.  36. — Obv.  A castle  dividing  G — X I11  ex->  1820.  Rev.  A lion. 
Cuartino ; silver. 
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No.  37. — Obv.  . FERDIN.  VII.  DEL  GRATIA.  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1820.  Rev.  .HISPAN.  ET  1ND.  R.  NG.  M.  Crowned 
arms  of  Spain.  Medio  ; silver. 

No.  38. — Similar.  Rev.  Legend  reads  : .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  REX. 
NG.  1 R.  M.  Real ; silver. 

No.  39.  Similar.  Rev.  Legend  reads  : .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  REX. 
NG.  2 R.  M.  Paseta  ; silver. 

No.  40. — Similar.  Date  1821.  Rev.  Legend  reads  : .HISPAN.  ET 
IND.  REX.  NG.  R.  M.  Peso ; silver. 

THE  REVOLUTION. 

No.  41.— Obv.  + GUATEMALA  LIBRE  * E INDEPENDENTE  * 
(Guatemala  free  and  independent).  A female  kneeling  before  an 
obelisk  which  rests  upon  a pedestal,  holding  in  the  raised  right  hand 
a mallet;  in  the  left  a chisel,  in  the  act  of  carving  an  inscription  on  the 
pedestal.  The  inscription  upon  the  pedestal  reads  : 15  .de  | septi  | 
embre  | de  | 18 — 21.  | generl.  gainza  At  the  foot  of  the  pedestal  is  a 
scroll  inscribed  J.  c.  E.  also  a book.  To  the  right  are  seen  five  similar 
obelisks.  Upon  the  pedestal  of  the  first  is  inscribed  M°  (Mexico); 
upon  the  second,  L (Lima);  upon  the  third,  V (Venezuela).  Rev.  -f- 
EL  LIBRE  OFRECE  PA.Z  * PERO  EL  SERVIO  JAMAS  * (Free- 
dom offers  peace,  but  servitude  never).  Freedom,  typified  in  the  per- 
son of  a winged  Indian  youth,  wearing  a kilt  of  feathers,  and  carrying 
upon  his  back  a quiver  of  arrows,  in  the  act  of  passing  between  two 
globes  (the  old  and  new  worlds)  from  which  a connecting  chain  has 
been  broken  and  lies  upon  the  ground  beneath  his  left  foot.  The 
right  hand  holds  a laurel  branch,  the  left  a cornucopia  from  which 
flowers  escaping  are  falling  over  the  globe  of  the  new  world.  Medal 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ; silver  ; size  28. 

( To  be  continued). 


Medals  of  Algiers. 

Properly  speaking  our  title  is  a misnomer,  since  there  are  no  medals 
attributable  to  Algiers,  for  under  the  Mohammedan  law  to  depict  the 
features  of  any  individual  upon  a coin  or  medal  is  a religious  crime. 
Nevertheless  there  exist  many  medals  relating  to  the  province,  struck 
by  European  nations  in  commemoration  of  the  various  military  and 
naval  engagements  with  these  piratical  people.  Some  few  of  these, 
selected  for  their  historic  interest,  we  propose  to  illustrate  and  des- 
cribe. 
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No.  1. — Obv.  BARBA — ROSSA.  ne  Bust  wearing  large  turban, 
to  right. 


Rev.  Arabic  legend.  Struck  in  silver  and  bronze.  Size  18. 

The  year  1516  found  the  Algerines  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain. 
Havingbecome  exceedingly  restive  under  the  Spanish  yoke,  they  sent  an 
embassy  to  Horuc  Barbarrosa  (the  Redbeard),  a corsair,  whose  name 
was  dreaded  from  the  Dardanelles  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Barba- 
rossa  was  then  ion  a cruise  with  a large  squadron  of  galleys.  He 
received  the  embassy  courteously,  and  agreed  to  assist  them  in  consi- 
deration of  the  promise  of  a handsome  sum.  He  accordingly  sent  a 
fleet  to  Algiers  and  himself  set  out  by  land  at  the  the  head  of  a large 
force.  Upon  reaching  the  city  he  proclaimed  himself  Dey,  after  hav- 
ing murdered  the  Turkish  viceroy.  The  result  of  this  usurpation  was,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  an  increase  of  troubles  for  the  unhappy 
country,  and  the  reign  of  Barbarossa  was  one  series  of  wars,  civil 
and  foreign.  The  Emperor  Charles  Y espoused  the  cause  of  the  son  of 
the  murdered  viceroy,  and  sent  a powerful  force  against  Barbarossa, 
under  the  Marquis  of  Gomarez,  who  defeated  the  usurper  and  put  him 
to  death.  The  medal  which  we  describe  is  probably  of  Italian  origin, 
struck  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  these  stirring  events. 


No.  2— Obv.  LUDOVICUS  MAGNUS  REX  CHRISTIANISSI- 
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MUS.  Head  of  Louis  XIY,  King  of  France,  to  right.  In  ex.,  i 

MAYGER  F. 


Rev.  AFRICA  SUPPLEX.  A Moor  in  native  dress,  kneeling ; before 
the  French  king,  in  the  act  of  presenting  a petition.  To  the  right  of 
the  king  the  prow  of  an  ancient  galley,  a cannon  and  ball.  In  the  dis- 
tance, the  sea.  In  ex.,  confecto  bello  | piratico  | m.  d.  c.  lxxxiii 
Bronze ; size  25. 


No.  3. — Obv.  Same  as  last. 

Rev.  CIYES  A PIRATIS  RECUPERATE  Minerva  delivering  two 
slaves  from  the  hands  of  an  Algerine  corsair,  who  shrinks  back  in 
horror  from  her  shield  bearing  the  Gorgon’s  head.  In  ex.,  Algeria 
fulminata  | m.  dc.  lxxxiii  Bronze  ; size  25. 

In  the  year  1682,  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Algerine  pirates  up- 
on the  French  coast  became  so  bold  and  flagrant  that  a powerful  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Marquis  Du  Quesne  was  sent  against  them. 
Du  Quesne,  who  was  then  Yice-admiral  of  France,  sailed  to  Algiers  in 
August,  1682,  and  bombarded  the  city  with  such  fury  that  it  was  soon 
in  flames  and  the  terrified  inhabitants  were  about  to  leave  it,  when 


46 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


March, 


the  wind,  suddenly  veering  about,  obliged  the  admiral  to  return  to 
Toulon. 

The  Algerines,  in  revenge  for  this  attack,  immediately  sent  to  the  coast 
of  Provence  a number  of  galleys  ; dreadful  ravages  Avere  committed, 
and  many  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants  carried  aAvay  as  slaves.  At  once 
a new  armament  was  fitted  out  by  the  French  at  Marseilles  and  Toulon, 
which,  still  under  the  command  of  Du  Quesne,  appeared  before  the 
walls  of  Algiers  early  in  the  summer  of  1683.  The  city  Avas  captured 
and  reduced  to  ashes ; all  the  fortifications  and  shipping  were  des- 
troyed in  revenge  for  the  outrages  committed  by  the  Dey  upon  the 
French  captives,  Avho  by  his  orders  Avere  blown  from  the  cannon’s 
mouth.  This  disaster  so  humbled  the  Algerines  that  they  at  once  dis- 
patched an  embassy  to  France,  and  sued  for  peace  on  the  most  abject 
terms.  It  Avas  in  honor  of  these  memorable  eArents  that  medals  Nos.  2 
and  3 were  struck.  From  that  time  forAvard  the  Algerines  were  more 
cautious,  and  seldom  ventured  an  attack  upon  European  nations  other 
than  to  permit  their  licensed  pirates  to  seize  their  vessels  upon  the 
high  seas. 


No.  4. — Obv.  SOLIMAN  m.  LA’DOV  : XIIII.  MEZOMORTO.  JACOBUS  II.  Two 
men  in  Turkish  costume  and  the  kings  Louis  XIV,  of  France  and 
James  II,  of  England,  swearing  peace  over  an  altar,  which  bears  the 
Christian  monogram,  XP  In  ox.,  contra  christi  | animum 

Rev.  IN  FOEDEPtE  QUINTUS  The  demon  of  War  grasping  a 
sword  in  the  right  hand  and  a tuft  of  hair  in  the  left,  ftying  above  a 
lily  with  three  crushed  blossoms,  surmounted  by  a crescent.  In  ex., 
1688.  Silver  ; size  23. 

In  1688  a solemn  treaty  of  peace  was  entered  into  betAveen  the 
Algerine  government  and  the  kings  cf  England  and  France.  This 
treaty,  which  the  medal  commemorates,  was  the  outgrowth  ol  the 
events  to  which  Nos.  2 and  3 refer. 

( To  he  continued). 
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Numismatic  Notes. 

— Our  next  issue  will  contain  a review  of  the  sale  of  the  G.  J.  Bas- 
com  collection,  to  be  disposed  of  on  F ebruary  29,  by  our  publishers, 
the  Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  L’d.  Not  for  years  has  there  been  such 
a grouping  of  strictly  tine  specimens  of  ancient  and  Colonial  coins  as 
this  collection  offers.  The  catalogue,  prepared  by  Mr.  Lyman  H. 
Low — a guarantee  in  itself  for  accuracy  of  description — is  now  ready 
for  distribution,  and  can  be  had  free  on  application. 

— The  well-known  Volcker  Yon  Soellen  collection,  containing  some 
2,000  historical  medals  and  about  3,000  coins,  will  lie  sold  by  Messrs. 
Frederick  Muller  & Co.,  at  Amsterdam,  Holland,  in  April  or  May,  1888. 
Many  of  the  medals  relate  to  America,  and  there  are  also  in  the  'col- 
lection many  rare  Dutch  seige  pieces.  Collectors  desiring  information 
will  do  well  to  apply  as  early  as  possible  to  Mr.  Lyman  H.  Low, 
Manager  Numismatic  Department,  Scott  Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  L’d.,  721 
Broadway,  N.  Y. 

— It  is  confidently  predicted  that  the  British  Government  will  sooii 
abandon  their  complicated  monetary  system  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence,  and  adopt  a decimal  currency.  It  is  also  probable  tliat  the 
French  government  will  soon  issue  nickel  subsiduary  coins  of  5 and 
10  centimes  value,  modelled  somewhat  after  the  general  style  of  our 
five-cent  pieces.  The  world  moves. 

— A monetary  issue  for  the  Congo  Free  State  is  reported.  The  coins 
are  of  the  value  of  }4,  1,  2 and  5 francs.  The  obverse  bears  tlie  legend : 
LEOPOLD  II.  R.  D.  BELGES.  SOV.  DE  L’ETAT  INDEP.  DU  CONGO.  In  the  field  is 
a bust  of  the  Belgian  king  to  left,  Avitli  the  die-sinker’s  name  wiener  be- 
low the  shoulder.  The  reverse  displays  the  Congo  arms  upon  a shield, 
supported  by  two  lions,  rampant,  beneath  a crown.  On  a ribbon  below, 
is  travail  et  progres.  The  value  is  aboAm  and  the  date,  1887,  below. 
The  dies  are  well  executed,  and  the  coins  struck  in  bold  relief. 

— A copy  of  the  New  York  Spectator,  of  February  13,  1799,  which 
fell  into  our  hands  recently,  contains  the  folloAving  information  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  United  States  mint  for  the  year  1798, 
embraced  in  the  report  of  the  director,  Elias  Boudinot.  “ The  Direc- 
tor of  the  Mint  thinks  it  his  duty  to  reneAv  his  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  business  committed  to  his  superintendence  for  the  information 
of  the  government.  With  pleasure  he  refers  the  President  to  the 
inclosed  returns  of  issues  of  the  several  species  of  coin  from  the  mint 
since  the  first  of  January,  1798,  during  which  time  the  coinage  has 
been  stopped  near  three  months  occasioned  by  the  late  calamatous 
fever  and  decay  of  some  of  the  machinery.  Yet  by  these  returns  it 
will  appear  that  the  coinage  of  gold  amounts  in  value  to  205,610 
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dollars — that  of  silver  to  380,291  dollars  and  that  of  copper  to  9,707 
dollars — in  the  whole  amounting  to  545,098  dollars,  exceeding  in  value 
nearly  double  what  has  ever  been  coined  at  the  mint  in  any  one  preced- 
ing year,  and  increases  the  whole  amount  of  the  coinage  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business  in  October,  1794,  to  483,245  dollars  in  gold 
— 792,643  dollars  and  76  cents  in  silver,  and  41,004  dollars  and  74  cents 
in  copper,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1,316,893  dollars  and  49  cents. 
From  information  the  director  has  received,  he  has  no  doubt  but  there 
will  be  a full  supply  of  silver  bullion  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  the  pre- 
sent establishment  of  the  mint,  and  the  frequent  deposits  of  gold  give 
him  encouragement  to  suppose  that  a proportionate  supply  of  that 
precious  metal  will  be  kept  up. — The  present  arrangement  in  regard  to 
copper  coin  will  enable  the  director,  during  the  course  of  next  summer 
to  supply  any  demand  that  is  likely  to  be  made  for  cents ; and  at  pre- 
sent there  are  a considerable  number  at  hand.  The  director  cannot, 
with  propriety,  close  this  report  without  mentioning  that,  during  the 
last  summer,  a scheme  was  discovered  to  rob  the  mint  by  persons  out 
of  it  in  concert  with  one  person  employed  in  the  mint : and  although 
the  offenders  have  been  detected,  prosecuted  and  punished,  yet  it  fully 
justifies  the  observations  hitherto  offered  to  the  President  on  the  un- 
protected state  of  the  mint  to  which  the  director  begs  leave  to  refer.” 


American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

A regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  January  17,  1888,  Presid- 
ent Parish  presiding.  The  propositions  for  Besident  Membership  of  L. 
Bradford  Prince  and  Charles  Gregory  were  received  and  approved, 
and  they  were  unanimously  elected.  Acceptances  of  election  have 
been  received  from  Besident  Members  H.  M.  W.  Eastman  and  Bobert 
Carter  Alexander ; from  Permanent  Corresponding  Member  William 
Spolm  Baker,  of  Philadelphia  and  froyn  Two-year  Corresponding  Mem- 
ber Stewart  Culin.  The  Historiographer  called  attention  to  the  decease 
of  our  late  ex-Vice  President,  Hon.  Algernon  S.  Sullivan.  The  Curator 
reported  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last  meeting : 
From  Mr.  Edward  Groli,  two  medals  ; Mr.  Bobert  A.  Hill,  of  London, 
the  Boyal  Mint  jubilee  medal  in  bronze;  Dr.  Joseph  Wiener,  two 
bronze  medals  and  fifteen  foreign  silver  and  copper  coins ; President 
Parish,  six  silver  medals,  also  two  in  bronze,  six  in  white  metal  and 
one  in  brass.  Total  thirty-five  pieces.  The  Librarian  reported 
receiving  the  usual  number  of  catalogues,  pamphlets,  books,  etc.; 
among  others  an  elaborate  illustrated  work,  entitled  : Drawings  of  all 
Danish  Coins  from  the  'period  1241  to  1377  A.  D.,  by  H.  A . Mansfeld- 
Biillse,  of  Copenhagen.  On  motion  adjourned. 

H.  Bussell  Dkowne,  Secretary. 
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The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  43). 

UNDER  MEXICO.  ITURBIDE,  EMPEROR,  1822-1823. 


No  42.— Obv.  AUGUSTIN  I.  EMPERAD.  DE  MEXICO.  Head 
of  Iturbide  to  left.  Rev.  GUAT.  EN  LA  PROCLAM.  DE  SU  HEMP. 
Within  a wreath,  between  the  ends  of  which,  at  the  top,  is  a small  oval 
cartoon  containing  the  twin  volcanoes  of  Aguaand  Fuego,  26  E DIC.  | 
DE  1822.  | 2°  DE  LA  | INDEP  Proclamation  real;  silver. 

UNDER  THE  UNION. 

No.  43.— Obv.  IURADA  EN  9 DE  DICIEMBRE  HE  1826  In 
the  field  is  an  open  book  within  a radiation.  Upon  the  left  hand 
page,  LEY  I EUN  I DA  | men  Upon  the  right  hand  page  tal  ( funda- 
mental law). 

The  reverse  of  this  interesting  little  coin  we  are  unable  to  give  as  it 
is  drawn  from  a catalogue  which  describes  and  illustrates  the  obverse 
only.  Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supply  the  deficiency,  we 
would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  them.  It  is  a silver  real  struck  during 
the  most  troublous  period  of  Guatemala’s  history. 


No.  44— Obv.  JUICIO  POR  JURADOS.  {trial  by  fury).  An  altar 
upon  which  rests  a sword  and  a pair  of  scales.  Upon  the  altar,  GUAT.  | 
1837.  Above  the  altar  is  the  all-seeing  eye  within  a radiation.  Rev.  EL 
PUEBLO  JUEZ.  {the  people,  siuear).  A female  standing  before  two 
round  boxes,  grasping  two  serpents  in  the  left  hand  and  holding  a 
wand  in  the  right.  Two  reales ; silver, 
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A pretty  little  real  struck  during  the  season  of  anarchy  between 
1840  and  1851,  is  illustrated  below.  On  the  11th  of  April,  of  the  latter 
year,  Rafael  Carrera,  gai  Indian  swineherd,  was  formally  proclaimed 
president  of  the  Guatemala,  soon  after  to  declare  himself  dictator, 
which  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1865.  During  this  decade  coins 
bearing  the  arms  and  legends  of  the  union  continued  to  be  issued  from 
the  mint  at  the  city  of  Guatemala.  No  doubt  they  were  struck  for 
each  year,  although  we  can  find  mention  only  of  pesos  of  1841,  ’46  and 
’47,  and  a cuartino  of  1843. 


No.  45.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  GUATEM  * A shield  between 
palm  branches,  surmounted  by  six  flags  between  laurel  branches.  In 
the  upper  half  of  the  shield,  the  sun  rising  between  the  volcanoes  of 
Agua  and  Fuego  ; in  the  lower  half,  an  altar,  upon  which  is  in- 
scribed : 15  de  | set.  | d.  | 1821.  Rev.  21.  de  | marzo  | de  | 1847. 
within  a heavy  wreath  of  laurel.  Becd;  silver. 

RAFAEL  CARRERA,  1851-1865. 


No.  46.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  45.  Rev.  CONST.  JURADA  EN  9 DE 
NOY.  DE  (1)851*  ( Constitution  sworn  to  on  Nov.  9,  1851).  An  open 
book  within  a radiation.  Beal;  silver. 

No.  47.— Obv.  RAFAEL  CARRERA  PTE  DE  LA  RA  DE  GUA- 
TEMALA Head  of  Carrera  to  right.  Under  the  head,  frener  f. 
(John  Baptist  Frener,  die-sinker  and  director  ol  the  mint  at  the  city 
of  Guatemala).  Rev.  GUAT*:  RA  S.  D.  O.  M.  PROTEK  Arms  of 
Guatemala  between  palm  branches,  dividing  2 P(esos).  Below,  21  Q. 

1859— R (Romana,  Mintmaster  of  Guatemala).  Two  pesos  ; gold. 

No.  48.— Obv.  Similar  to  No.  47.  Rev.  Within  a palm  wreath  1 | 
PESO  I 1859.  In  ex.,  21  Q.  R(omana).  Peso:  gold. 
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No.  49. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  47.  Rev.  Arms  ol'  Guatemala.  Up- 
on a scroll  : guatimalte  | respublica— sub  r.  o.  m.  | protkotione  l.  10" 
20G  un  real  1859  R(omana).  liecd;  silver. 

No.  50. — Similar  to  No.  48,  date  1860.  Peso:  gold. 

No.  51.— Obv.  RAFAEL  CARRERA  P.  DE  LA  R.  DE  GUATEMALA 


Head  to 


right.  Under  the  neck,  frener  f.  Rev.  Within  a palm  wreath,  4 
RE  ALES  | 1860  In  ex.,  21  q r.  Medio  peso;  gold;  size  6f4. 


No.  52.— Obv.  RAFAEL  CARRERA  PTE  UE  LA  RA  UE  GUA- 
TEMALA Head  to  left.  Under  the  neck,  frener  e Rev.  The  newly 
adopted  arms  of  Guatemala,  consisting  of  a shield  between  oak  and 
laurel  branches,  supported  by  four  flags,  and  surmounted  by  the  rising 
sun.  Upon  the  upper  half  of  the  shield  are  perpendicular  bars  ; upon 
the  lower  half  three  mountains,  the  central  one  a volcano.  Upon  a 
scroll,  which  is  entwined  around  the  flags  and  below  the  shield  : 
GUATIMAL/E  | RESPUBLICA  SUB  D.  O.  M.  | PROTECTIONS  111  ex.,L.  10"  20G  DOS 
Rs  1860  R.  Two  reales;  silver.  The  specimen  from  which  our  illustra- 
tion was  taken  bears  upon  the  obverse  the  counterstamp  R. 

No.  53. — Similar  to  No.  49.  Date  1860.  Iieal:  silver. 

No.  54.— Obv.  RAFAEL  CARRERA  PTE  DE  LA  RA  DE  GUA- 
TEMALA Head  to  right.  Below  the  neck,  frener  f.  Rev.  GUATiK 
RA  S.  D.  O.  M.  PROTAE  Arms  of  Guatemala,  dividing  4 — P(esos). 
In  ex.,  21  q 1861  r Four  pesos;  gold. 

No.  55. — Similar  to  No.  51.  Date  1861.  Medio  peso;  gold. 

No.  56.— Obv.  RAFAEL  CARRERA  PTE  DE  LA  RA  DE  GUA- 
TEMALA. Head  to  left.  Under  the  neck,  frener  f.  Rev.  Arms  of 
Guatemala,  with  motto,  as  above.  In  ex.,  l.  10"  20G  CLTATRO  REES 
1861  R.  Four  reales;  silver. 

No.  57. — Similar;  without  frener  under  the  neck.  Reverse  has  in 
exergue,  L.  10"  20"  DOS  Rs  1861  r Two  reales ; silver. 

No.  58. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  L.  10"  20°  UN  RE  1861  .R 
Peal;  silver. 


No.  59. — Similar.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  L.  10"  20G 
R.  7 ’wo  reales  ; silver. 


DOS  Rs  1862 
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No.  60. — Similar.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  l.  10°  20”  UN  RL  1862  R. 
Real ; silver. 

No.  61. — Similar.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  l.  10°  20*'  MED  RL  1862 
R.  Medio  real ; silver. 

No.  62. — Similar.  Reverse  lias  in  .exergue,  l.  10d  20°  UN  PESO. 
1863  r.  Peso  ; silver. 

No.  63. — Similar.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  l.  10d  20”  CUATRO  Rs 
1863  r.  Medio  peso ; silver. 

No.  64. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  51.  Rev.  4 | RE  ALES  | 1864  within  a 
palm  wreath.  In  ex.,  21  Q r.  Four  reales  ; gold. 

No.  65. — Similar  to  No.  52.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  l.  10d  201,  UN 
PESO  1864  r.  Peso ; silver. 

No.  66. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  l.  10”  20”  DOS  R*  1864 
r.  Two  reales ; silver. 

No.  67. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  l.  10°  20''  UN  PESO 
1865  r. 

No.  68. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  L.  10”  201,  CUATRO  Rs 
1865  R.  Four  reales  ; silver. 

No.  69. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  l.  10”  20”  DOS  Rs  1865 
r.  Two  reales;  silver. 

No.  70. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  L.  10”  20”  UN  R”  1865  R. 
Real ; silver. 

AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  CARRERA. 

No.  71.— Obv.  R.  CARRERA  FUNDADORDE  LA  RA  DE  GUA- 
TEMAL.  Head  to  left.  Under  the  neck,  frener  f.  Rev.  Arms  and 
motto,  as  above.  In  ex.,  l.  10”  20”  DOS  Rs  1866  it.  Two  reales ; 
silver. 

No.  72. — Similar.  Reverse  hits  in  exergue,  10”  20”  1 R”  1866  R. 


No.  73.— Obv.  R.  CARRERA  FUNDADOR  DE  LA  RCA  DE 
GUATEMALA.  Under  the  neck,  frener  f.  Rev.  Arms  and  motto, 
as  above.  Tn  ex.,  l.  10”  20”  UN  PESO.  1867  R.  Peso;  silver. 
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No.  74. — Similar  to  No.  71.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  L.  10°  20<;  CU- 
ATRO  IIs  1867  R.  Four  reales ; silver. 

No.  75. — Similar  lo  No.  71.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  l.  10°  20<;  DOS 
IIs  1867  r Two  reales;  silver. 

No.  76. — Similar  to  No.  71.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  10D  20°  1 RL 
1866  R.  J leal ; silver. 

No.  77. — Similar  to  No.  73.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  l.  10"  20°  UN 
PESO.  1868  R.  Peso;  silver. 

No.  78. — Similar  to  No.  71.  Reverse  lias  in  exergue,  L.  10D  20(i  DOS 
Rs  1868  R.  Two  reales ; silver. 

No.  79. — Similar  to  No.  71.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  10°  20t;  UN 
REAL  1868  r.  Real;  silver. 

No.  80.— Obv.  R.  CARRERA  FUNDADOR  DE  LA  RA  DE  GUA- 
TEMALA Head  to  right.  Under  the  neck,  FRENER  Rev.  GUATAE 
RA  S.  D.  O.  M.  PROTSK  Arms  of  Guatemala,  dividing  10 — Ps  In 
ex.,  0.900  1869  r.  Ten  Pesos  ; gold. 

No.  81  — Obv.  Similar.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  80,  but  arms  divide 

4 —  P.  In  ex.,  21  Q 1869  r.  Four  'pesos;  gold. 

No.  82. — Obv.  Similar.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  80,  but  arms  divide 

5 —  P.  In  ex.,  0,900  1869  R.  Five  Pesos ; gold. 

No.  83. — Similar  to  No.  73.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  0,900  UN 
PESO.  1869  R.  Peso  ; silver. 

No.  81. — Similar.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  10D  20G  MED  RL  1869. 
Medio  real ; silver. 

No.  85. — Similar  to  No.  73.  Reverse  has  in  exergue,  L.  0.900  UN 
PESO.  1870  R.  Peso;  silver. 


No.  86. -Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  GUATEMALA  Arms  of  Gua- 
temala within  a circle,  supported  by  two  flags  and  surmouuted  by  the 
rising  sun.  In  ex.,  A flower.  Rev.  CENTAYOS  0,835  R.  1870  A 
flower  before  0,835  and  after  1870.  The  field,  within  a circle,  is 
divided  into  seven  perpendicular  bands,  upon  which  is  50  Fifty 
Centavos ; silver. 
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No.  87. — .Three  mountains,  the  central  one  a volcano,  above  which  is 
the  rising  sun.  Above,  upon  a scroll,  incuse : REP.  DE  GUATEMALA 
In  ex.,  1871.  Rev.  UN  j CENTAL  O Below,  an  ornament  formed  of 
a flower  between  two  horizontal  lines.  Centavo  ; bronze. 

(To  be  continued). 

The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

{Continued  from  page  39). 

1798. 

The  cents  of  1798  are  of  the  same  general  design  as  those  of  the 
second  series  of  the  preceding  year.  The  varieties,  of  die  of  which 
there  are  many,  will  be  found  in  all  cases  to  be  very  slight  and  can  onhr 
be  detected  by  careful  comparison  with  the  measurements  below.  The 
cents  of  1798  were  struck  upon  planchets  with  edges  both  plain  and 
milled.  It  is  useless  to  attempt  to  make  varieties  of  the  edges,  as 
specimens  from  any  one  of  the  differing  combinations  of  dies  are 
liable  to  turn  up  at  any  time  struck  upon  planchets  the  edges  of  which 
are  either  plain  or  milled,  but  where  certain  combinations  are  usually 
found  struck  upon  milled  edged  planchets,  the  fact  will  be  mentioned. 
The  cents  of  1798  are  the  commonest  of  any  struck  during  the  last 
century.  Certain  combinations,  however,  are  somewhat  difficult  to 
procure  and  these  will  be  found  indicated  at  the  end  of  the  description 
in  the  usual  way.  It  is  a comparatively  easy  matter  to  obtain  fine 
specimens  of  the  commoner  varieties  of  the  cents  of  this  year  at  a 
moderate  price. 

No.  110. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at.  top,  11 JX; 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  Y,  2 ; length  of 
date  at  base,  5}i.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  evenl}:  spaced  and  stand 
on  a curve.  The  1 is  very  close  to  the  lowest  curl ; the  7 is  short  and 
thick  ; the  8 is  small  and  touches  the  bust.  A slight  die  crack  begin- 
ning at  the  hair  passes  downward,  touching  the  top  and  bottom  of  the 
figure  7.  Another  crack  connects  the  7 and  9 at  top.  The  border 
milling  is  wide  and  the  planchet  large.  This  variety  is  usually 
termed  the  Spread  Date. 

Rev. — Rev.  A. — This  is  the  same  die  as  No.  76,  Rev.  E,  of  the  cents 
of  1796.  The  letters  a and  M of  America  are  connected  at  the  feet. 
The  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath  points  toward  the 
space  between  the  letters  u and  N of  united.  The  lowest  leaf  of  a 
group  of  three  on  the  right  branch  touches  the  right  foot  of  the  letter 
a of  America  ; the  lowest  leaf  of  a similar  group  on  the  left  branch 
touches  the  N of  UNITED.  The  branches  terminate  in  single  leaves  at 
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top.  Length  of  both  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  3. 
The  figures  of  the  denominator  of  the  fraction  are  small  and  close.  It4. 

No.  111. — Obv.  This  die  is  the  same  as  No.  90.  The  terminal  7 of 
the  date  having  been  altered  to  an  8 that  it  might  do  duty  another 
year.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  top,  11;  distance 
from  tip  of  nose  to  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  Y,  2 distance  from  tip 
of  nose  to  the  extreme  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  L,  9^5;  length  of 
date  at  base,  4^.  The  figure  8 is  broader  than  the  7.  The  tips  of  the 
7 over  which  the  8 has  been  placed  rise  slightly  above  the  latter  figure 
and  touch  the  bust.  The  border  milling  is  wide. 

Rev. — Rev.  B. — The  right  branch  of  the  wreath  has  19,  and  the  left, 
16  leaves ; there  are  5 berries  on  either  branch.  The  right  branch 
terminates  at  top  in  two  leaves  [with  these  particulars  all  varieties 
following  agree]  ; the  wreath  stems  are  short  and  narrower  near  the 
ribbons  than  at  the  ends.  The  group  of  two  leaves  on  the  left  branch 
opposite  the  letters  ed  of  united  stands  almost  perpendicular.  The 
lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  terminates  midway  between  the  feet  of 
the  letter  n of  united.  Measurements:  Length  of  both  wreath  stems 
from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  length  of  denominator  of  the 
fraction,  R1. 


No.  112. — Obv.  This  obverse  is  likewise  altered  from  one  of  the  dies 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  letters  e and  r of  the  word  liberty  touch 
the  hair.  The  upright  stroke  of  the  figure  7 is  short  and  clumsy  ; the 
8 touches  the  bust.  In  other  particulars  it  is  the  same  as  No.  111. 

Rev.— liev.  C. — The  wreath  stems  are  short  and  thick,  the  right 
stem  being  slightly  curved.  A die  crack  beginning  at  the  lower  leaf  of 
of  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath,  passes  through  the  numerator  of  the 
fraction  and  thence  to  a point  on  the  border  opposite  the  final  a of 
America.  Another  crack  beginning  at  the  a of  states,  terminates  at 
the  first  a of  AMERICA  R4. 

No.  113. — Obv.  This  obverse  is  likewise  altered  from  one  of  the  dies 
of  the  preceding  year.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  top, 
10^;  distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  Y,  2}4 ; 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  extreme  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  l, 
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9) 4;  distance  from  the  tip  of  nose  to  the  extreme  lower  right  point  of  the 
letter  e,  6 ; length  of  date  at  base,  4)4 ; distance  from  the  figure  1 to 
the  lowest  curl,  )4.  The  letters  E and  r are  very  close  to  the  hair,  but 
do  not  touch.  The  figure  8 does  not  touch  the  bust.  All  the  figures 
of  the  date  are  very  close  to  the  border  milling,  but  none  touch.  The 
border  milling  is  narrow. 

Rev. — Rev.  D. — The  left  branch  of  the  wreath  opposite  the  letters  E 
and  D of  united  is  vine-like  and  wavy.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the  right 
branch  terminates  near  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  n of  united. 
Measurements : Distance  between  the  letter  d of  united  and  the  first  s 
of  states,  2 ; distance  between  the  f in  of  and  the  first  a of  America,  2£; 
length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 
2)4,  left  stem  : 3 ; length  of  denominator  of  fraction,  3)4-  R1. 

No.  114. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  top, 
10^  ; distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  Y,  2)4  ; 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  extreme  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  l,  9)4; 
length  of  date  at  base,  4)4-  The  figures  of  the  date  are  evenly  spaced. 
The  1 is  a little  nearer  the  curl  than  on  No.  113.  The  8 is  large  and 
stands  midway  between  bust  and  the  border  milling,  which  is  wide. 

Rev. — Rev.  B.  R1. 

No.  115. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  date  at  base,  4)4  ; distance 
between  the  figure  1 and  the  lowest  curl,  2/z.  In  other  particulars  the 
measurements  agree  with  No.  114.  The  foot  of  the  letter  r just 
touches  the  hair.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  well  formed  and  stand 
close  together.  The  8 is  large  and  stands  midway  between  the  bust 
and  the  border  milling,  which  is  wide. 

Rev. — Rev.  E. — The  branches  of  the  wreath  are  thin,  but  well  pro- 
portioned ; the  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  is  indistinct, 
being  a mere  outline  which  extends  to  the  back  of  the  letter  C of  cent. 
The  wreath  stems  are  short.  The  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  tapers 
to  a point,  touching  the  ribbon  on  the  right  and  being  quite  distant 
from  the  figure  1 of  the  denominator.  Immediately  below  the  knot 
is  a small  point  about  the  size  of  a period.  Measurements:  Distance 
from  the  tip  of  the  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the 
left  foot  of  the  letter  N of  united,  | ; distance  from  the  tip  to  the 
highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  letter  o in  of,  3|; 
length  of  both  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  2)4  ; 
length  of  denominator  of  fraction,  2§.  The  edge  of  this  variety  is 
found  milled  with  slanting  strokes,  very  slightly  impressed  and  sel- 
dom visible  all  around  the  planchet.  It  is  also  found  struck  upon 
planchets  having  a plain  edge.  R4. 

No.  116. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  Avord  liberty  at  top, 

10) 4  ; distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  right  foot  of  the  letter  y,  2J;  dis- 
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tance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  extreme  lower  left  point  of  tli e letter  l, 
91 ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f  ; distance  between  the  figures  7 and  9 
at  top,  y2.  The  foot  of  the  letter  r touches  the  hair.  The  date  is 
curved,  evenly  spaced  and  the  figure  8 large.  The  border  milling  is 
narrow. 

Rev. — Rev.  F. — The  branches  of  the  wreath  are  thick  and  heavy  ; 
the  tops  of  both  terminate  just  below  the  letter  e of  states.  The  low- 
est leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  is  very  close  to  the  letter  c of 
cent  but  does  not  touch.  The  letter  A of  states  is  below  the  line  of  its 
fellows  and  the  final  s above.  The  letters  a and  M of  America  connect 
at  the  feet.  The  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  is  short  and  the  final  0 
of  the  denominator  very  close  to  the  ribbon  end.  ^Measurements : 
Length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 
2f,  left  stem  : 3 ; distance  between  the  extreme  points  of  the  ribbon 
ends,  4;  width  of  denominator  of  fraction,  2j4.  Edge  milled.  R1. 

No.  117. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  LIBERTY  at  top,  10 1; 
distance  from  tip  of  nose  to  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  y,  ; dis- 
tance from  tip  of  nose  to  extreme  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  L,  9^  ; 
length  of  date  at  base,  4§.  The  figure  7 of  the  date  is  above  the  line  of 
1 and  8,  and  the  figure  9 below.  The  8 is  large  and  upright,  while  the 
other  figures  slant  to  the  right.  The  9 lias  a small  projecting  point  on 
the  right  side  at  top.  The  border  milling  is  narrow. 

Rev. — Rev.  G. — The  letters  A and  M of  America  connect  at  the  feet. 
The  figures  of  the  denominator  of  the  fraction  are  widely  spaced. 
Measurements : Length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  termin- 
us, right  stem  : 2§,  left  stem  : 2f  ; distance  between  the  extreme  points 
of  the  ribbon  ends,  4^  ; length  of  denominator  of  fraction,  3.  R1. 
Some  specimens  of  this  variety  occur  showing  a die-crack  on  the  ob- 
verse, beginning  at  the  top  of  the  letter  e and  extending  along  the  tops 
of  the  letters  rty  to  the  border  milling.  Specimens  showing  this 
crack  are  decidedly  rare. 

(To  be  continued). 


Medals  of  Algiers. 

•( Continued  from  page  46). 

No.  5. — Obv.  A city  before  which  lies  a fleet.  Above,  the  blazing 
sun,  encircling  the  Hebrew  word  , Jehovah.  In  ex.,  HAMBYRGENS. 
PAX  | CYM  ALGERIIS  | 1751. 
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Rev.  PROCEDIT — MITIOR.  Mercury  descending  from  the  clouds 
aud  presenting  the  olive  branch  to  Neptune  who  rides  through  the  sea 
in  his  car.  In  ex.,  p.  h.  g.  (Paul  Heinrich  Gbdiche,  die-sinker  at 
Hamburg).  Silver  ; size  23l4. 

The  occasion  of  the  issue  of  this  beautiful  medal  was  the  conclusion 
of  a treaty  of  peace  between  the  Algerines  and  the  Hamburg  mer- 
chants in  the  year  1721.  Further  than  the  bare  mention  that  such  a 
treaty  was  consummated,  we  can  find  no  allusion  to  the  matter  in  any 
work  we  have  been  able  to  consult;  but  we  do  find  ample  evidence 
that  the  Algerines  were  at  their  old  tricks  just  about  this  time.  In 
1748  four  Algerine  cruisers  captured  an  English  packet  on  her  voyage 
from  Lisbon,  carried  her  into  port,  and  plundered  her  of  money  and 
goods  to  the  amount  of  £100,000.  Incensed  at  this  outrage,  the  British 
ministry  despatched  Commodore  Keppel  with  seven  ships  of  war  to 
demand  satisfaction.  The  De}r  refused  to  refund  the  money,  and 
Keppel  withdrew.  The  Dey  then  sent  an  ambassador  to  London  with 
some  wild  beasts  as  a present  to  George  II,  which  were  accepted  as  full 
return  for  the  losses  of  the  plundered  merchants,  and  the  matter 
allowed  to  drop ! 

Probably  the  merchants  of  Hamburg  succeeded  better  with  the 

Eiratical  Dey  three  years  later,  for  no  such  ridiculous  settlement  could 
ave  been  entertained  by  the  phlegmatic  Germans,  much  less  could  it 
have  called  forth  the  medal  described  above. 

No.  6.— Obv.  CONQUETE— D’ALGER  LE  5— JUILLET  1830 
Minerva  and  Victory  flying  above  a sea-horse  which  lies  prostrate, 
apparently  on  the  earth.  In  the  left  hand  of  Victory  is  a trident. 
Upon  the  ground,  to  left,  caque  In  ex.,  durand  edit eu n 
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Rev.  LE  COMTE  | DE  BOURMONT,  | GENERAL  EN  CHEF  | 
DE  L’ARMEE  | FRANCAISE.  | — | caque  f within  a lieavy  wreath  of 
laurel.  Bronze  ; size  26. 

No.  7.— Obv.  CHARLES  N ROI  DE  FRANCE— ET  DE  NAVARRE 
Head  to  left.  Beneath  the  shoulder,  gayrard.  f. 

Rev.  PRISE — D’ALGER  Gallia  seated  before  a lion,  holding  the 
flag  of  France  ;’to  the  left,  a Moor.  In  ex.,  Y JUILLET  MDCCCXNX 
In  ex.,  gayrard  Bronze  ; size  31. 

Nos.  6 and  7 commemorate  the  final  destruction  of  Algiers  as  a 
nation,  and  her  beginning  as  a colony  of  France.  For  a number  of 
years  previous  to  1830,  the  trade  of  the  French  merchants  had  been 
seriously  interfered  with  by  the  outrages  of  the  Algerine  corsairs. 
About  this  time  trouble  arose  between  the  Dev  and  the  British,  who, 
under  Lord  Exmouth,  bombarded  their  city.  After  the  retirement  of 
the  British  fleet  no  effort  was  spared  on  the  part  of  the  Algerines  to 
place  their  capital  in  a state  of  defence,  and  they  soon  considered 
themselves  in  a condition  to  set  even  the  great  powers  at  defiance.  The 
trade  of  the  French  was  first  interrupted,  and  when  their  consul  ven- 
tered  to  remonstrate,  he  was  subjected  to  the  most  galling  insults. 
Charles  X then  declared  war,  and  sent  a number  of  ships  against 
Algiers,  but  the  fortifications  were  found  so  strong  that  the  admiral  was 
obliged  to  confine  himself  to  an  ineffectual  blockade.  At  length  it  was 
resolved  to  adopt  more  energetic  measures,  and  a large  fleet  under 
Duperre,  with  a land  force  amounting  to  upward  30,000  men,  under 
General  Bourmont,  sailed  from  Marseilles  in  May,  1830.  On  the  14th 
of  June,  the  troops  disembarked  in  the  bay  of  Torre  Chica,  and  on  the 
19th  were  attacked  by  the  Algerines  who  had  mustered  a force  of 
50,000.  The  battle  was  a severe  one  and  resulted  in  the  complete 
rout  of  the  Algerines.  Bourmont  advanced  to  the  city,  which  after  a 
smart  bombardment  yielded  on  the  5th  of  July.  Twelve  ships  of  war, 


no 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


April, 


1500  brass  cannons  and  a large  sum  of  money  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  The  Turkish  troops  were  banished,  and  the  Dey  removed  to 
Najiles,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  some  years  later. 

( To  be  continued). 


Early  American  Patterns. 

(Continued  from  page  36). 

THE  NEW  JERSEY  WASHINGTONS. 


No.  6.— Obv.  GEN.  WASHINGTON.  Bust  of  Washington  in  military 
uniform  to  right. 

Rev.  * e * PLURIBUS  * UNUM  * A shield,  heart-shaped,  argent,  six 
pales,  gules  and  chief  azure.  Copper;  size  11%. 

To  the  Coin  Collectors’  Journal  belongs  the  honor  of  having  intro- 
duced this  rare  and  highly  interesting  piece  to  the  numismatic  world 
in  the  year  1876.  We  quote  the  description  to  be  found  in  Yol.  I, 
page  100  : “ This  highly  interesting  piece,  supposed  to  be  unique,  and 
in  very  ordinary  state  of  preservation,  was  discovered  about  two  years 
ago  by  J.  W.  Hazeltine,  of  Philadelphia,  in  a lot  of  old  coppers  brought 
to  his  store  by  a woman  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city.  After 
submitting  the  piece  to  the  inspection  and  scrutiny  of  various  numis- 
matic authorities,  all  of  whom  declared  it  genuine,  it  was  by  him 
offered  for  sale,  and  we  believe  passed  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  S.  S. 
Crosby.  The  coin  is  probably  a pattern  piece  designed  for  currency 
in  New  Jersey,  and  we  are  not  informed  that  it  has  hitherto  been  des- 
cribed in  any  numismatic  publication.  Our  cut  is  from  a paper 
rubbing  taken  from  the  piece  at  the  time  the  coin  was  first  exhibited 
to  various  collectors  in  New  York,  November,  1874.  Our  artist,  in 
accomplishing  the  difficult  task  of  copying  from  a poor  rubbing,  has 
creditably  performed  the  task  with  the  exception  of  making  a naked 
bust  instead  of  one  in  military  uniform. 

No.  7. — Obv.  NON  vi  virtute  vici  Head  of  Washington  (?)  to  right. 
Rev. — Similar  to  last.  Copper. 
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This  coin  was  likewise  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  collectors  by 
the  Journal.  It  was  noticed  in  Yol.  VII,  page  74,  from  which  descrip- 
tion we  quote  : “ It  is  now  our  pleasant  task  to  describe  another  unique 
of  the  same  state  [New  Jersey].  The  new  claimant  for  this  honor  for 
many  years  formed  with  a few  other  pieces  the  sole  collection  of  a 
gentleman  of  this  city,  who,  before  presenting  them  to  a young  relative, 
showed  the  pieces  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Scctt ; and  exchanged  the  piece  with 
him  for  a select  collection  of  colonials.  When  Mr.  Scott  decided  to 
sell  the  gems  from  his  collection,  this,  of  course,  went  with  many 
others,  and  at  his  sale  realized  $25.50.  It  now  occupies  the  place  of 
honor  in  the  well-known  collection  of  Dr.  Maris,  of  Philadelphia.” 

NON  DEPENDENS  STATUS. 

No.  8. — Obv.  non  . depen  - dens  status  A small  bust  to  right,  of 
bold  and  striking  features,  the  hair  thick  and  falling  to  the  shoulders. 
Upon  the  breast  is  a winged  head  ; upon  the  shoulder,  an  oval  shield 
emblazoned  with  a staff  and  Hag  and  a sword  crossing  ; in  each  angle 
is  a fleur-de-lis. 

Rev.  amer — ica  An  Indian,  naked  save  for  a tunic  of  feathers  about 
his  loins,  seated  upon  a globe.  The  extended  right  hand  holds  a 
bunch  of  tobacco  ; the  left  rests  upon  a shield  bearing  the  same 
emblems  found  upon  the  small  shield  on  the  obverse,  the  flag  and  sword 
crossed.  In  ex.,  1778.  The  borders  and  edge  are  plain.  An  engraved 
pattern.  Copper;  size  17^. 

This  curious  pattern  is  unfortunately  without  a history.  All  that  we 
know  concerning  it  is  that  many  years  ago  it  was  in  the  cabinet  of  a 
Mr.  Howard,  of  New  York  City. 

THE  ROSA  AMERICANA  PATTERN. 

To  the  first  place  in  our  humble  attempt  at  classification  of  the 
early  patterns  of  our  country,  the  Rosa  Americana  should,  perhaps, 
have  been  assigned.  The  regular  coins  of  this  interesting  series  can- 
not, of  course,  be  considered  in  the  light  of  patterns,  but  it  is  certainly 
otherwise  with  the  specimen  we  are  now  about  to  describe. 


No.  9.— Obv.  GEORGIYS  II  d g rex  Laurelled  head  to  left. 
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Rev.  rosa  amer — ICANA.  1733  A large  rose,  crowned,  attached  to  a 
stem  from  which  project  two  branches,  right  and  left.  Upon  a scroll, 
beneath,  utile  dulci  Bronze  ; size  21. 

Concerning  this  coin,  Mr.  Crosby  writes  as  follows  : “ The  only 
reference  we  find  to  the  Twopence  of  1733,  is  that  of  Snelling,  who 
says  : ‘ We  never  heard  of  any  proposals,  made  about  the  year  1733  for 
an  American  coinage  ; however,  No.  28  has  the  appearance  of  a pat- 
tern piece  for  some  such  scheme  ; it  has  the  king’s  head  laureate,  in- 
scribed, georgius  II.  d.  g.  rex.  and  on  the  reverse  a leafed  rose  crowned, 
inscribed,  rosa  Americana  1733  utile  dulci.  The  only  piece  we  know 
of  is  in  the  collection  of  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq.,  we  have  also  seen  a 
proof  of  the  head  in  steel,  said  to  be  struck  on  that  metal  to  show  how 
malleable  they  could  make  it  by  melting  it  with  pit  coal  by  a scheme 
then  on  foot.’  It  seems  unnecessary  to  seek  far  for  the  origin  of  this 
piece,  as  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Wood,  the  term  of  whose 
patent  was  expired,  still  entertained  hopes  of  reaping  some  advantage 
from  it,  and  intended  to  throw  another  piece  into  circulation  ; but, 
judging  from  its  extreme  rarity,  only  a very  small  quantity  could  have 
been  struck,  probably  no  more  than  a few  patterns.  * * The  only  speci- 
men we  have  seen  is  in  the  collection  of  the  writer  ; another,  as  well  as 
an  obverse  in  steel,  is  said  to  be  in  the  British  Museum.  Two  other 
impressions  of  the  obverse  in  steel  are  known.” 

The  Rosa  Sine  Spina  and  certain  pattern  pieces  for  English  coins 
illustrated  by  Crosbv,  Plate  III,  Nos.  10,  11,  12  and  13,  so  obviously 
bear  no  reference  to  America  that  we  cannot  give  them  place  in  this 
list.  Their  date  is  1717,  and  though  Crosby  labors  hard  to  attribute 
them  to  Wood,  the  author  of  the  Rosa  Americanas,  he  seems  to  make  out 
but  an  indifferent  case.  And  even  were  it  otherwise,  for  what  reason 
should  American  numismatists  appropriate  every  specimen  of  that 
gentleman’s  art  as  a coiner  whether  it  bears  reference  to  their  country 
or  not?  There  was  a time  when  even  a button,  bearing  the  letter  A, 
would  have  sold  for  a fabulous  price  in  an  American  coin  sale,  provid- 
ing its  English  origin  during  the  last  century  could  be  proved,  but  the 
day  of  such  folly,  let  us  hope,  has  passed. 

{To  be  continued). 


Recent  Coin  Sale. 

The  only  coin  sales  so  far  this  year  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
worthy  of  particular  mention,  are  those  of  the  Linderman  and  Bascom 
collections,  tli c former  sold  February  27,  and  the  later  disposed  of  the 
following  day.  Both  sales  were  held  at  the  auction  rooms  of  Messis. 
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Bangs  & Co.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.,  L’d, 
721  Broadway,  New  York. 

The  Linderman  catalogue  was  the  duplicate  of  that  prepared  in 
June,  1887,  by  the  late  firm  of  Lyman  H.  Low  & Co.,  with  some 
trifling  omissions,  made  under  the  direction  of  the  government  officials, 
who  at  that  time  interfered  to  prevent  the  sale.  As  might  naturally 
be  expected,  this  sale  attracted  great  interest,  and  with  a few  notable 
exceptions,  good  prices  were  realized  for  the  fine  and  rare  specimens 
of  the  productions  of  the  United  States  mint.  The  exceptions  were  the 
two  proof  quarter  dollars  of  1827,  which  were  sold  for  the  exceedingly 
low  figures  of  $81  and  $88  respectively,  and  the  dollar  of  1804,  a beau- 
tiful sharp  proof  of  unquestioned  genuineness,  which  was  knocked 
down  for  $470.  An  1836  flying  eagle  dollar  with  Gobrecht  on  base, 
brought  $11  ; another  with  Gobrecht  in  field,  $50  ; an  1838  flying  eagle 
dollar,  $82.50;  an  1839,  $40;  a dollar  of  1851,  $55,  and  one  of  1852, 
$55.  Among  the  patterns,  a “Commercial”  dollar  of  1872,  sold  for 
$26  (C.  C.  j.,  356);  another,  for  $31  (C.  C.  J.,  355).  The  trade  set  of 
1873  (6  pieces)  brought  $22.  Taken  as  a whole,  the  result  of  this  sale 
was  highly  satisfactory,  the  sum  realized  on  188  lots,  being  $1843.28. 
Probably  no  sale  of  so  small  a number  of  lots  has  ever  footed  up  a 
like  amount. 

The  prices  realized  at  the  sale  of  the  beautiful  Bascom  collection 
were  exceptionally  good.  In  this  there  is,  however,  nothing  strange, 
for  it  has  long  been  a demonstrated  fact  that  fine  and  rare  coins  will 
always  command  their  price,  and  not  for  some  years  has  any  such 
grouping  of  coins  both  fine  and  rare  been  displayed  upon  the  auction 
boards.  Among  the  prices  realized  may  be  noted  the  following : 
Penny  of  Cuthbert,  king  of  Kent,  $13.25;  penny  of  Harthacnut,  $18.25  ; 
rare  penny  of  Queen  Mary,  $13.25 ; Lord  Baltimore,  sixpence,  $10  ; 
Chalmers  six  pence,  $20;  Non  Yi  Yirtute,  New  York  cent,  $20  ; 1796 
quarter  dollar,  $17;  1794  half  dollar,  $10.75;  1794  half  dime,  $14;  1797 
half  dime,  $10;  1893  chain  cent  (C.  C.  J.,  1),  $15.50;  1804  cent, 
$11.50;  Ptoman  first  bronze  of  Vitellius,  $11;  Judea  Capta  of  Yespasian, 
$10;  first  bronze  of  Pertinax,  $8.25  ; rare  second  bronze  of  Diadumeni- 
anus,  $9;  follis  of  Irene,  $4.85.  The  total  footing  of  the  Bascom  col- 
lection was  $1104.20  lor  621  lots. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— A valuable  contribution  to  numismatic  literature  is  the  Catalogue 
of  War  Medals,  Decorations,  etc.  recently  published  by  the  Scott 
Stamp  and  Coin  Co.,  L’d.,  721  Broadway.  It  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  student  in  this  favorite  department  of  our  science. 
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— We  congratulate  our  philatelic  brethren  upon  the  re-appearance 
of  the  American  Journal  of  Philately.  The  first  number  of  the  second 
series  of  this  excellent  journal,  which  is  published  by  the  Scott  Stamp 
& Coin  Co.,  L’d.,  made  its  appearance  on  February  1,  of  the  current 
year,  in  response  to  the  constant  demand  of  stamp  collectors  all  over 
the  United  States.  The  American  Journal  of  Philately  is  of  neat  typo- 
graphical appearance,  each  number  containing  thirty-two  pages,  richly 
illustrated.  In  the  editorial  charge  of  that  veteran  philatelist,  Mr.  j. 
W.  Scott,  it  cannot  fail  to  fill  the  long-felt  want  among  stamp  collec- 
tors for  a regular  publication  devoted  exclusively  to  their  interests. 

— From  the  Philadelphia  Ledger,  of  recent  date,  we  learn  of  an  inter- 
esting gift  made  by  Mr.  Peter  L.  Krider,  of  that  city,  to  Queen  Victoria, 
Mrs.  Cleveland,  Mrs.  Hayes,  Mrs.  Grant  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Childs, 
of  jewel  boxes  made  from  the  original  dies  of  the  medals  of  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition,  which  were  cut  by  Mr.  Krider.  The  jewel  case  sent 
to  Queen  Victoria  was  inscribed  as  follows  : “ Presented  to  her  most 
gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  in  commemoration  of  her  Jubilee 
Year,  1887,  by  Peter  L.  Krider,  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  A.  Trinket 
Box  made  from  the  original  dies  engraved  for  the  Centennial  Award 
Medal,  Philadelphia  Exposition,  1876.” 

— The  Abbe  Hue*,  one  of  the  few  Europeans  who  have  succeeded  in 
penetrating  to  Lliassa,  the  capital  of  Thibet,  furnishes  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  the  coinage  of  that  strange  country  which  has 
so  successfully  shut  itself  out  from  the  civilized  world.  “Thibet,  so 
poor  in  agricultural  and  manufactured  productions,  is  rich  in  metals  ; 
and  gold  and  silver  are  so  easily  obtained  that  the  humblest  shepherds 
are  acquainted  with  the  art  of  purifying  the  precious  metals.  They 
may  be  sometimes  seen  at  the  bottoms  of  the  ravines  or  in  the  fissures 
of  the  mountains,  crouching  over  a fire  of  goat’s  dung,  purifying  in 
crucibles  the  gold  dust  gathered  while  leading  their  flocks  to  pas- 
ture. The  result  of  this  abundance  of  metal  is  that  specie  is  of  little 
value,  and  in  consequence,  all  commodities  remain  at  a high  price.  The 
currency  of  the  Thibetans  consists  of  silver  only  ; the  coins  arealittle 
larger  but  not  so  thick  as  a franc  piece.  On  one  side  they  bear  an 
inscription  in  Thibetan,  Parsee,  or  other  Indian  characters,  on  the 
reverse  a crown  of  eight  small  round  flowers.  For  the  convenience  of 
commerce  these  pieces  of  silver  are  broken,  and  the  number  of  flowers 
remaining  on  the  fragment  determines  the  value.  The  whole  coin  is 
called  Tchan-Ka ; the  half  Tehe-Ptche,  and  has  only  four  flowers;  the 
Cho-Kan  has  five,  and  the  Kogan,  three.  In  large  commercial  transac- 
tions ingots  of  silver  are  made  use  ot  weighed  in  a Roman  scale 
graduated  on  the  decimal  system.” 

O J 


1888. 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


65 


The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  54). 

No.  88. — Obv.  The  three  mountains,  the  central  one  a smoking  vol- 
cano. In  ex.,  1871.  Above,  a scroll,  upon  which  is  rep  de  GUATEMALA 

incuse.  In  ex.,  1871.  Rev.  UN  | CENTAVO  | Centavo ; 

bronze. 


ifNo.  89. — Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  GUATEMALA  A female  figure 
seated  to  left.  The  right  hand  supports  a cornucopia  filled  with  various 
tropical  plants,  the  left  elbow  rests  upon  an  altar,  the  hand  holding  a 
pair  of  scales.  Upon  the  altar  : 30  | de  | junio  | de  | 1871,  At  the 
foot  of  the  altar  are  broken  chains.  Upon  the  ground,  to  the  right, 
I.  b.  frener  f.  In  ex.,  un  | peso  Rev.  Two  crossed  swords  beneath 
two  crossed  rifles,  all  across  a laurel  wreath.  Upon  one  of  the  sword 
blades  : por  la  patria  In  front  of  the  rifles  is  a scroll  upon  which  lias 
perched  the  Quetzal,  the  royal  bird  of  the  kings  of  Quiche  (the  ancient 
rulers  of  Guatemala),  its  tail  extending  below  the  wreath.  Upon  the 

scroll  : libertad  | | 15  [ de  | setiembre  | de  1821.  In  ex.,  0,900 

p.  (Paz-Duran,  Mintmaster  at  Guatemala)  1872.  Peso ; silver. 


No.  90.— Obv.  REP\  DE  GUATEM  ALA  0900  P.  1872,  A shield 
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from  which  hangs  two  garlands.  Upon  the  shield  15  | de  | sete  | de  | 
1821  Rev.  2 | REALES  within  a palm  wreath.  2 Beales;  silver. 

No.  91. — Similar  to  No.  89.  Date  1873.  Peso;  silver. 

No.  92.  | Obv.  Similar  to  No.  89.  In  ex.,  CUATRO  REALES  No 
inscription  upon  the  sword.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  In  ex.,  0900  P. 
1873  4 Beales;  silver. 

No.  93. — Similar  to  No.  90.  Date  1873.  2 Beales  ; silver. 


No.  94.— Obv.  REPUA  DE  GUATEMALA  0.900  P 1873  A shield 
bearing  the  inscription:  15  | de  | setbre  | de  | 1821.  Rev.  2 | REAL 
within  a palm  wreath.  Medio  Beal ; silver. 


No.  95. — Obv.  The  sun  rising  above  three  mountains,  the  central 
one  a smoking  volcano.  In  ex.  1873.  Rev.  '4  | REAL  within  a palm 
wreath.  In  ex.,  0.900.  P.  Cuarlino  ; silver. 


No.  96.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  GUATEMALA  CINCO  PESOS 
Laurelled  head  of  Liberty  to  left.  Rev.  The  new  arms  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Guatemala,  as  described  on  the  reverse  of  No.  89.  In  ex.,  0.900 
P.  1874  5 Pesos  ; gold. 

No.  97. — Similar  to  No.  95.  Date  1875.  Cuarlino;  silver. 

No.  98 — Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  GUATEMALA  Female  seated 
beside  an  altar  with  cornucopia  and  scales,  as  in  No.  89.  In  ex.,  2 | 
RL  Rev.  New  arms  of  Guatemala.  In  ex.,  0835  D 1880  Medio 
Beal;  silver. 
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No.  99.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  BE  GUATEMALA  New  arms  of 

Guatemala.  In  ex.,  1884.  Rev.  UN  | CENTAVO  | Centavo ; 

bronze. 

Antigua  Guatemala. 

No.  100.— Obv.  MANUEL  M | 1871  | HERRERA  Rev.  PORTAL 
ANTIGUA  GUATEMALA  A plough  with  two  wheels.  Token;  brass; 
size  11. 

Of  the  olcl  city  of  Guatemala,  now  known  as  La  Antigua,  sufficient 
has  already  been  said.  It  has  altered  but  little  since  the  day  of  its 
desertion,  but  a small  population  still  lingers  about  its  crumbling  walls. 

Quezaltenango- 

No.  101— Obv.  * A * FERNANDO.  VII  ANO.  1.  DE  SU  REYMA 
* 1808  Laurelled  bust  of  Ferdinand  VII  to  right.  Rev.  + | QUE- 
SAL-  | * TENANGO  * | PROCLAMAC.  | . AUGUST  A.  | . 2 R.  with- 
in an  ornamental  border  made  up  of  47  small  lily  crosses.  Proclama- 
tion 2 Reales ; silver. 


No.  102— Obv.  AUGUSTIN  I.  EMPERAD.  DE.  MEXICO.  Head 
oflturbide  to  left.  Rev.  PROCLAMADOEN  QUESALT.  A.  DE  1822. 

• A Maltese  cross  follows  the  date.  Two  mountain  peaks  (Agua  and 
Fuego)  within  an  oval,  between  palm  and  laurel  branches.  Above  the 
mountains  Hies  a bird.  Proclamation  Real ; silver. 

No,  103— Obv.  TADEA  PACHECO  * Rev.  QUEZALTENANGO  * 
In  the  field,  l Token  ; brass ; size  13. 

No.  104— Obv.  FRANCISCO  SANCHEZ  E HI  JOS  A small  flower. 
An  Indian’s  head  with  a head-dress  of  feathers,  closely  resembling  the 
head  upon  our  present  United  States  cents,  to  left.  Rev.  QUEZAL- 
TENANGO In  the  field,  a large  star.  In  ex.,  A flowery  ornament. 
Brass ; size  13. 

Quezaltenango,  located  among  the  towering  peaks  of  the  Cordilleras 
in  the  northern  pat  tof  the  republic,  is  the  second  city  of  importance  in 
Guatemala.  It  stands  at  the  foot  of  a great  range  of  mountains,  sur- 
mounted bya  volcano  constantly  emiting  smoke.  The  city  stands  on  the 
site  of  the  ancient  Xelakuh,  which  next  to  Utatlan  was  the  largest  city 
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of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Quiche.  The  word  Xelahuh  means  “ under  the 
government  of  ten.”  The  city  was  governed  by  ten  principal  captains, 
each  captain  presiding  over  8000  dwellings,  in  all  80,000,  and  contain- 
ing, according  to  historian  Fuentes,  more  than  300,000  inhabitants. 
After  the  defeat  of  Tecum  Umam  by  the  Conquistador  Alvarado,  the 
inhabitants  of  Xelahuh  abandoned  their  city,  and  fled  toward  their 
ancient  fortress,  Excansel,  the  volcano,  and  Cekxak,  another  mountain 
adjoining.  The  Spaniards  entered  the  deserted  city,  and,  according  to 
a manuscript  found  in  the  village  of  San  Andres  Xecul,  their  videttes 
captured  the  four  celebrated  caciques,  Calel  Kalek,  Ahpopguehan 
Calelahan  and  Calelaboy.  The  Spanish  records  tell  us  that  they  fell 
on  their  knees  before  Pedro  Alvarado,  while  a priest  explained  to  them 
the  nature  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  they  declared  themselves  ready 
to  embrace  it.  Two  of  them  were  retained  as  hostages,  and  the  others 
sent  back  to  the  fortresses,  who  returned  with  such  multitudes  of  In- 
dians ready  to  be  baptized  that  the  priests  from  the  sheer  fatigue, 
could  no  longer  lift  the  arms  to  perform  their  ceremony. 

Quezaltenango  is  a city  of  imposing  appearance,  It  contains  seven 
handsome  churches,  and  many  well  built  houses,  and  is  the  centre  of 
an  extensive  trade. 

Santa  Ana  Grande- 

No.  105.-5-Obv.  CAROLUS  III.  DEI.  G.  .1782.  Bust  of  Charles 
III  to  right.  SANTA  ANA  GRANDE.  EN  G.*  Within  a circle,  POR 
| SU  LEAL  | AYUNTA  | MIENTO  | 1.  R Beal ; silver. 

We  can  find  no  notice  of  this  town.  The  coin,  however — it  is  one  in  * 
our  own  collection — seems  to  speak  for  itself.  “ Santa  Ana  Grande 
en  G ” must  certainly  mean  a town  of  that  name  in  Guatemala.  Many 
of  the  old  town  names  were  changed  alter  the  revolution.  Perhaps 
such  was  the  fate  of  Santa  Ana  Grande. 

( To  be  continued ). 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

[Continued  from  page  57). 

No.  118. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
10| ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  let- 
ter, l,  9| ; space  between  the  letter  r and  the  hair,  ^ ; length  of  date 
at  base,  5.  The  date  is  curved  and  evenly  spaced,  the  8 is  large,  the 
7 small.  There  is  a small  protuberance,  the  result  of  a nick  on  the  die, 
just  below  the  chin.  The  border  milling  is  narrow. 

Rev. — Bev.  II. — A leaf  on  the  inside  of  tliedeft  branch  of  the  wreath 
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just  touches  the  letter  c of  cent.  A leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  right 
branch  ends  a little  above  the  base  of  the  letter  t of  cent.  A small 
scratch  in  the  die — hardly  a crack — shows  itself  at  the  letter  e of 
united  and  again  at  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  m of  America.  On  some 
specimens  this  scratch  appears  as  a faint  line  between  these  points. 
Measurements  : Distance  between  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch 
of  the  Avreatli  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states,  4f  ; distance  from 
the  same  leaf  to  the  top  of  o in  of,  3f  ; length  of  Avreatli  stems  from  point 
of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2f ; left  stem  : 2|  ; distance  between 
the  pendant  ribbon  ends,  4£  ; length  of  denominator,  2§  ; length  of 
the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction,  1^.  II1.  Examples  from  both  dies  of 
this  number  are  found  in  a badly  cracked  condition.  Of  the  obverse  die 
specimens  occur  Avith  a crack  beginning  at  the  border  below  the  letter  Y, 
and  extending  through  the  eye  to  the  hair  ribbon.  Another  begins 
at  the  letter  b,  and  extending  downward  joins  the  transverse  crack;  an- 
other still  passes  through  the  bust.  A crack  on  the  reverse  die  begins 
at  the  first  T of  states,  and  extends  to  the  n of  cent.  Another  begins 
at  the  top  of  the  o in  of,  and  extends  downward  to  a group  of  three 
leaves  on.  the  right  branch  of  the  Avreatli.  On  these  cracked  speci- 
mens the  scratch  extending  from  the  e of  states  to  the  m of  America, 
spoken  of  above,  is  more  prominent,  and  another  shows  itself  between 
the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  and  the  right  ribbon,  end  which  it 
crosses.  On  other  specimens  still,  there  is  a crack  which  begins  at 
the  milled  border,  passes  through  the  E of  states  thence  curving 
downward  through  the  wreath  and  the  fraction  to  the  border  again. 
This  variety  Avas  touched  up  with  a graver,  as  the  letters  are  thicker, 
and  the  c entirely  out  of  shape. 

No.  119. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top,  11 ; 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  y, 
3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  let- 
ter l,  10  ; distance  from  the  loAvest  curl  to  the  figure  7,  1|  ; length  of 
date  at  base,  5.  The  figure  8 is  small. 

Eev. — Rev.  If.  B4. 

No.  120. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  Avord  liberty  at  the  top, 
10|  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter, Y,  2§  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  loAver  left  point  of 
the  letter  l,  9|  ; length  of  date  at  base,  5^.  The  letter  r is  Arery  close 
to  the  hair ; the  figure  8 is  large,  and  the  1 just  touches  the 
lowest  curl ; the  milled  border  is  narrow.  A slight  crack  in  the  die 
extends  from  the  milled  border  on  the  left  through  the  hair  to  the 
tops  of  the  figures  1 and  7. 

Eev. — Rev.  I. — The  letters  a and  m of  America  are  connected  at  the 
base.  Measurements  : From  the  tip  of  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right 
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branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  top  of  the  letter  o in  of,  3.1 ; length  of 
wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2$  ; left 
stem  : 2f  ; distance  between  the  pendant  ribbon  ends,  4|  ; length  of 
denominator  of  fraction,  3.  This  die  shows  a short  crack  extending 
from  the  milled  border  to  the  top  of  the  last  T of  states  Pd.  On 
some  specimens  of  this  number  a break  in  the  die  in  front  of  the 
bust  occurs,  measuring  4.i  in  length. 

No.  121. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
llj  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  3^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  l,  10 ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f.  The  figure  8 is  small. 
The  border  milling  is  narrow.  This  die  was  badly  broken  and  for 
that  reason  can  be  readily  identified.  On  the  right  at  the  milled 
border  opposite  the  face  the  most  prominent  break  shows  itself ; a 
crack  passes  through  the  letter  t,  touching  the  base  of  the  y,  crosses 
the  break  and  extends  downward  to  the  border  near  the  bust. 
Another  imperfection  in  the  die  shows  itself  as  a small  lump  about 
the  size  of  a period  opposite  the  eye. 

Key. — Rev.  H.  It1.  When  found  combined  with  this  obverse,  Rev. 
H presents  a slight  crack  beginning  at  a point  below  the  final  0 of 
the  fraction,  passing  upward  through  the  bases  of  the  letters  a and  c 
of  America  to  the  top  of  the  letter  i,  and  terminating  at  the  milled 
border  beyond.  This  crack  may  be  the  result  of  using  the  die  in 
combination  with  the  cracked  obverse,  as  its  position  is  directly 
opposite  the  obverse  crack,  while  it  is  also  of  the  same  length.  On 
the  other  hand  specimens  are  found  which  would  seem  to  cast  a 
doubt  upon  this  theory,  showing  the  obverse  crack  passing  through 
the  letter  t and  the  base  of  the  Y to  a point  on  the  milled  border 
opposite  the  nose,  while  the  reverse  die-crack  below  the  fraction 
curves  upward  through  the  letters  e and  m of  America  to  the  border, 
and  another  slight  crack  extends  from  the  first  0 of  the  fraction  to 
the  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath,  and  this  in  addition 
to  the  scratch  mentioned  in  the  full  description  of  this  reverse,  as  ex- 
tending from  the  letter  e of  united  to  the  letter  m of  AMERICA. 

No.  122. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
10 1 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
of  the  letter  l,  9f  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4£.  The  figure  8 is  small. 
A small  dash  touches  the  tail  of  the  letter  it.  The  border  milling  is 
narrow.  An  irregular  scratch  in  the  die  shows  itself  upon  the  neck, 
crossing  the  field  to  the  border  milling  beyond. 

Rev. — Rev.  >f. — The  letters  a m and  e of  America  are  connected  at 
base ; the  letter  c of  America  is  imperfect,  a small  bar  of  copper  run- 
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ning  through  its  centre  ; the  lower  portion  of  the  wreath,  particularly 
ou  the  left  branch,  is  also  imperfect ; the  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch 
terminates  opposite  the  left  foot  of  the  letter  N of  united.  The  figure 
1 of  the  denominator  is  quite  distant  from  the  two  ciphers.  Measure- 
ments: From  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the 
top  of  the  letter  o in  of,  3f  ; from  the  same  leaf  to  the  top  of  the  let- 
ter a of  states,  4§  ; distance  from  the  letter  n of  united  to  the  first  s 
of  states,  1^.  Length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  ter- 
minus, right  stem  : 2R  left  stem  : 2|  ; distance  between  the  pendant 
ribbon  ends,  5 ; length  of  denominator  of  the  fraction,  2f.  R1. 

No.  123. — Oby.  Same  as  No.  122,  but  struck  before  the  die  became 
scratched. 

Rev. — Itev.  K. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath 
terminates  opposite  the  right  foot  of  the  letter  N of  united.  The 
figures  of  the  fraction  are  well  spaced.  Measurements  : Length  of 
word  America  at  top,  10£  ; distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the 
first  s of  states,  2 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  the  point  of  union 
to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2§  ; left  stem  : 2^  ; distance  between  the 
pendant  ribbon  ends,  4|  ; length  of  the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction, 
lb  R1. 

No.  124. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  top,  11  ; 
length  of  date  at  base,  4f.  The  figure  8 is  small,  and  the  9 stands 
lower  than  its  fellows.  The  border  milling  is  narrow. 

Rev. — Rev.  L. — Measurements  : From  the  highest  le'af  on  the  right 
branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  top  of  the  letter  o in  of,  3£  ; from  the 
same  leaf  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states,  5 ; distance  from  the 
letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2^  ; length  of  wreath  stems 
from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 24  ; left  stem  : 2§  ; dis- 
tance between  the  pendant  ribbon  ends,  4^  ; length  of  denominator  of 
the  fraction,  3.  A die-crack  beginning  at  the  final  A of  AMERICA  extends 
to  the  ribbon.  R1. 

No.  125. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  124. 

Rev. — Rev.  H.  R1.  In  this  combination  the  obverse  die  is  some- 
times found  cracked  from  the  centre  of  the  forehead  through  the  let- 
ter y to  the  border,  and  again  from  the  throat  downward  across  the 
field  to  the  milled  border  near  the  bust. 

No.  126. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
10i  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3| ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4=.  The  figure  8 is  small. 

Rev. — Rev.  M. — This  reverse  may  be  readily  distinguished  by  the 
position  of  the  lower  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of  the 
wreath,  which  is  quite  distant  from  the  letter  c of  cent,  occurring  on  no 
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other  reverse  of  the  cents  of  this  year.  The  letters  are  all  very  widely 
spaced.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right 
branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  letter  o in  of,  2>^;  distance  from  the  same 
leaf  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states,  ; distance  from  the  letter 
d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  1 % ; distance  from  the  final  s of 
states  to  the  o in  of,  1 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union 
to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2 ; left  stem  : 2j4.  A die-crack  beginning 
at  the  letter  T of  states  passes  through  the  e downward  through  the 
leaves  of  the  left  branch  to  the  letters  I T and  e of  united  and  thence 
to  the  milled  border  beyond.  Rl. 

No.  127. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  126,  but  the  die  now  appears  cracked 
across  the  field  behind  the  head  in  three  lines. 

Dev. — Rev.  N. — The  figure  1 of  the  denominator  is  quite  distant  from 
the  ciphers,  the  dividing  line  terminates  in  a point  very  close  to  the 
right  ribbon  end.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  highest  leaf  on 
right  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  letter  o in  of,  3 ; distance  from  the 
same  leaf  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states,  4 yx  ; length  of  the  word 
America  at  base,  9 >4  ; distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first 
s of  states,  1)4,  ; distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of,  1 ; 

length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 
3X  ; left  stem  : 3)4  ; distance  between  the  pendant  ribbon  ends,  1)4  ; 
length  of  denominator  of  the  fraction,  3 ; length  of  the  dividing  line, 
%)4.  The  final  s of  states  shows  a slight  die-crack  on  the  left,  ex- 
tending upward  to  the  milled  border.  R1. 

( To  be  continued). 


Early  American  Patterns. 

(Conthiued  from  page  62). 

NOYA  CONSTELLATION 

Probably  the  most  distinctive  of  all  the  early  pattern  pieces  of  our 
country  are  the  Nova  Constellatios.  Even  in  these  controversial  days, 
when  if  one  dares  to  pronounce  an  irregular  issue  a “ pattern,  some 
learned  savant  immediately  rises  in  his  place,  and  fiercely  contradicts, 
we  think  no  one  can  presume  to  take  issue  with  us  on  this  score. 

Not  only  this,  but  the  Nova  Constellatios  have  a history  which  in 
justice  to  our  theme  we  are  obliged  to  give  in  full,  relying  as  usual 
for  our  information  upon  the  pages  of  Mr.  Crosby’s  book. 

No.  10. — Obv.  * NOYA  CONSTELLATE)  The  all-seeing  eye 
within  a radiation,  the  points  intersecting  a circle  of  thirteen  stars, 
all  encircled  by  a border  of  leaves. 
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Rev.  . LIBERTAS  . JUSTITIA  1783.  IJ.  S.  | 1000  within  a wreath 
of  leaves,  all  encircled  by  a border  of  leaves. 

Edge  : Ornamented  with  leafwork.  The  Mark  ; silver  ; size  21. 

No.  11.— Obv.  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  A small  ornament  fol- 
lows the  legend.  The  all-seeing  eye  radiated,  the  points  intersecting 
thirteen  stars.  Border,  beaded. 

Rev.  . LIBERTAS  . JUSTITIA  1783.  U.  S | 500  within  a wreath 
of  leaves.  Border,  beaded. 

Edge  : Ornamented  with  leafwork.  The  Quint ; silver  ; size  16. 

No.  12.— Obv.  No  legend,  a plain,  raised  ring  occupying  its  place. 
Device  same  as  No.  10.  Border,  beaded. 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  11. 

Edge  : Ornamented  with  leafwork.  The  Quint ; silver  ; size  16. 

Says  Crosby,  page  308  : “ These  are  undoubtedly  the  first  patterns 
for  a coinage  for  the  United  States,  and  command  an  interest  exceed- 
ing that  of  any  others  of  this  class  ; fortunately  the  early  records 
supply  some  information  definitely  referring  to  them.  The  financier, 
Robert  Morris,  reported,  January  15,  1782,  a system  of  coinage  de- 
vised by  Gouveneur  Morris. 

“ £ The  various  coins  which  have  circulated  in  America,  have  un- 
dergone different  changes  in  their  value,  so  that  there  is  hardly  any 
which  can  be  considered  as  a general  standard,  unless  it  be  Spanish 
dollars.  These  pass  in  Georgia  at  five  shillings,  in  North  Carolina 
and  New  York  at  eight  shillings,  in  Virginia  and  the  four  Eastern 
States  at  six  shillings,  and  in  all  the  other  States,  excepting  South  Caro- 
lina, at  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  in  South  Carolina  at  thirty- 
two  shillings  and  six  pence.  The  money  unit  of  a new  coin  to  agree, 
without  a fraction,  with  all  these  different  values  of  a dollar  except- 
ing the  last,  will  be  the  fourteen  hundred  and  fortieth  part  of  a dol- 
lar, ecpial  to  the  sixteenth  hundredth  part  of  a crown.  Of  these 
units  twenty-four  will  be  a penny  of  Georgia,  fifteen  will  lie  a penny 
of  North  Carolina  or  New  York,  twenty  will  be  a penny  of  Virginia 
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ancl  the  four  Eastern  States,  excepting  South  Carolina,  and  forty- 
eight  will  be  thirteen  pence  of  South  Carolina.’ 

“ * It  has  already  been  observed  that,  to  have  the  money  unit  very 
small  is  advantageous  to  commerce,  but  there  is  no  necessity  that 
this  money  \mit  be  exactly  represented  in  coin ; it  is  sufficient  that 
its  value  be  precisely  known.  On  the  present  occasion  two  copper 
coins  will  be  proper ; the  one  of  eight  units  and  the  other  of  five. 
These  may  be  called  an  Eight  and  a Five.  Two  of  the  former  may 
make  a penny,  proclamation  or  Pennsylvania  money,  and  three  a 
penny,  Georgia  money.  Of  the  latter,  three  will  make  a penny,  New 
York  money,  and  four  a penny  lawful,  or  Virginia  money.  The 
penny  unit  will  be  equal  to  a quarter  of  a grain  of  fine  silver  in 
coined  money.  Proceeding  thence  in  a decimal  ratio,  one  hundred 
would  be  the  lowest  silver  coin,  and  might  be  called  a Cent.  It 
would  contain  twenty-five  grains  of  fine  silver,  to  which  might  be 
added  two  grains  of  copper,  and  the  whole  would  weigh  one  penny- 
weight and  three  grains.  Five  of  these  would  make  a Quint,  or  five 
hundred  units,  weighing  five  penny- weight  and  fifteen*  ^trains ; and 
ten  would  make  a Mark,  or  one  thousand  units,  weighing  eleven 
penny- weight  and  six  grains.’ 

“ Here  we  have  the  name,  value  and  weight  of  these  two  patterns, 
which  probably  with  others,  were  submitted  to  Congress  for  its 
approval;  but  for  some  unknown  reason  no  immediate  action  was 
taken  thereon.” 

These  patterns,  it  will  be  perceived,  bear  no  direct  relation*  to  the 
Nova  Constellatio  coppers  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  struck 
in  England,  and  which,  for  a time  at  least,  served  the  purpose  of 
regular  coins. 

“ Mr.  Morris,”  says  Crosby,  “ subsequently  remodelled  his  plan,  and 
assumed  for  his  Unit  an  amount  equal  to  twelve  shillings  and  six 
pence  sterling,  which  he  called  a 'pound,  making  this  divisable  by  ten, 
and  giving  the  names  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence  and  doits  to  the 
several  divisions  ; thus  : 

One  pound  is  equal  to 1,000 

“ shilling  “ “ • 100 

“ penny  “ “ 10 

“ doit  “ “ 1 

“The  table  of  coins  proposed  in  connection  with  this  system  of 
reckoning  was  as  follows  : 

Crown,  of  gold,  value 1/200  doits. 

Half  crown,  “ 000  “ 
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Dollar,  of  silver,  value 300  doits. 

Shilling 100  “ 

Groat 20  “ 

Doit,  of  copper 1 “ 

“ The  dies  for  the  larger  piece,  or  Mark,  differed  materially  from 
those  of  the  smaller  piece,  or  Quint,  as  they  were  apparently  cut  by 
hand,  while  the  latter  were  made  iu  the  usual  method  by  the  use  of 
punches.  The  edges  of  all  the  coins  were  finished  alike.” 

At  the  time  Mr.  Crosby  wrote,  but  three  specimens  from  these 
dies  were  known,  all  in  his  own  possession,  and  he  says  concerning 
them  : “ The  ownership  of  two  of  them  is  traced  to  the  Hon.  Charles 
Thomsen,  the  Secretary  of  the  first  Congress,  in  a letter  received  with 
them  from  Mr.  Henry  S.  Adams,  by  whom  they  were  purchased  from 
Mr.  Haseltine. 

The  pedigree  of  the  third  specimen — a Quint — Mr.  Crosby  is  un- 
able to  trace.  A specimen  of  both  the  Mark  and  the  Quint  appeared 
on  the  auction  boards  some  few  years  ago.  Their  history  was  some- 
what obscure,  and,  as  a consequence  they  failed  to  excite  the  interest 
expected.  Whether  these  are  additional  specimens,  or  those  of  Mr. 
Crosby,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

( To  be  continued). 


Medals  of  Algiers. 

( Continued  from  page  60). 

No.  8. — Obv.  colonisation  de  l’algerie  Two  boats  leaving  a 
steamboat  which  is  at  anchor  before  a hilly  shore.  In  the  horizon  is 
the  rising  sun.  In  ex.,  an  ornament. 


Rev.  1848.  | — . — | ou  | sera  ton  drapeau  | * la  * 


SERA  LA  FRANCE 
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(Wherever  thy  flag  they  fly,  that  is  Trance).  Below  the  legend,  a 
spade  and  a pickaxe  crossed  ; below  these  tools  a flowery  ornament. 
In  ex.,  Two  laurel  branches  tied  at  the  stems.  Metals,  copper  and 
brass  ; size  15. 

No.  9. — Obv.  Heads  of  Napoleon  III  and  Eugenie. 

Bev.  1RE  VISTE  DE  LEURS  MAJESTES  IMPLES  | EN  | SAVOIE  NICE  | ET  j 

l’algerie  | 1860  Brass ; size  15. 


No.  10. — Obv.  vue  de  la  plage.  A steamer  at  anchor  before  a 
hilly  country  toward  which  a boat  is  heading.  On  the  hills  are  palms 
growing,  on  the  beach  men  and  camels  walking.  In  ex.,  africaine 

Bev.  1 ere  arrivee  des  colons  | 830  | debarquent  | de  la  fregate 
| l’albatros  | a | arsew  | le  27  8BRE  1848  Copper ; size  18. 

No.  9 and  10  are  two  pretty  little  medalettes  commemorating  the 
establishment  of  a French  colony  in  Algiers  at  the  town  of  Arsew. 
We  find  no  notice  of  this  colony  other  than  upon  these  medalettes. 
No.  9 commemorates  the  visit  of  Napoleon  III  and  the  empress 
Eugenie  to  Algiers. 

No.  11.— Obv.  LOUIS  PHILIPPE  I BOI  DES  FBANCAIS. 
Laurelled  head  to  left.  Upon  the  shoulder,  borrel,  1838. 

Bev.  DAMBEMONT.  NEMOUBS  D’OBLEANS.  valee.  An  an- 
cient warrior  standing  on  ruins.  In  the  distance  a burning  castle. 
In  ex.,  prise  de  Constantine  | le  13  OCTOBRE  1837.  To  the  left, 
CAQUE  Copper  ; size  32. 

This  medal  commemorates  the  Capture  of  Constantine  during  one 
of  the  insurrections  of  the  Algerines.  Constantine  is  the  ancient 
Cirta,  and  is  the  second  city  in  importance  in  Algiers.  It  is  filled  with 
ruins  testifying  to  its  former  greatness;  indeed,  the  very  entrance  to 
the  city  is  over  a stupendous  Boman  bridge  having  three  rows  of 
lofty  arches,  and  when  inside  the  toAvn  the  visitor  is  ever}'where 
struck  with  relics  of  ancient  splendor,  first  among  which  is  a great 
triumphal  arch,  called  Cassir  Gowlah,  the  castle  of  the  Giant,  con- 
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sisting  of  three  arches,  with  mouldings  and  friezes  curiously  embel- 
lished with  figures  of  flowers,  battle  axes  and  other  devices.  The  Cor- 
inthian pilasters,  on  eacli  side  of  the  grand  arch,  are  panelled  like 
the  gates  of  the  city  in  a style  peculiar  to  Cirta. 

No.  12. — Obv.  NAPOLEON  III  EMPEREUR  Laurelled  bust  to 
right.  Under  the  shoulder,  barre 

Rev.  CONCESSION  DU  30  MAI  1803.  Within  an  oak  wreath, 
SOCIETE  | DES  LIEGES  | DE  L’EDOUGH  | PRES  BONE  | AL- 
GERIE  | * Silver ; size  23. 

We  are  unable  to  learn  the  particular  nature  of  the  occasion  to 
which  this  medal  refers.  Edougli  is  a small  town  in  Algiers. 

No.  13.— Obv.  LOUIS  PHILIPPE  I ROI  DES  FRANC AIS. 
Head  crowned  with  an  oak  wreath  to  left.  Under  the  shoulder, 
montaony  f. 

Rev.  The  French  driving  back  the  Arab  insurgents  through  a 
breach  in  a wall.  In  ex.,  m tny  (Montagny)  123  francais  contre 
12,000  ARABES  | COMBAT  DE  MAZAGRAN  | ARMEE  D’AFRIQUE  | 1840  Cop- 
per ; size  23. 

No.  14.— Obv.  LOUIS  PHILIPPE  I ROI  DES  FRANCAIS. 
Laurelled  head  to  left.  Under  the  shoulder,  borrel,  1840. 

Rev.  DEEENSEURS  DE  MAZAGRAN,  3.  4.  5.  0.  FER  1840.  An 
inscription  in  24  lines  giving  names  of  soldiers  who  took  part  in  the 
action.  In  ex.,  10E  CIE  1ER  baton  d’infie  legere  d’afrique.  Copper; 
size  32. 

No.  15. — Obv.  Victory  standing  upon  pillars  holding  laurel  wreaths. 
SOUSCRIPTION  POUR  ELEVER  UNE  COLONNE  A LA  GLOIRE  DES  CENT  VINGT  SIX 
BRAVES  QUI  DEFENDIRENT  L.  3.  4.  5.  6 FEV.ER  1840  LE  POSTE  DE  MAZAGRAN 
CONTRE  DOUZE  MILLE  ARABES  Upon  the  Wreaths  : LOUIS  PHILIPPE  REG- 
NANT. | — . — j caque  (die-sinker ).  Translation  : “ Subscription  to 
erect  a column  in  honor  of  the  126  brave  men  who  defended  the  post 
of  Mazagran  against  12,000  Arabs  on  February  3,  4,  5 and  6,  1840.” 

Rev.  honneur  a la  garnison  de  mazagran  List  of  the  names  of  sol- 
diers who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  action,  in  24  lines.  In  ex., 
— . — | 10ME  C1E  | 1ER  baton  d’infie  legere  d’afrique.  Copper ; 
size  31%. 

Nos.  14  and  15  commemorate  another  of  the  Arab  insurrections  in 
Algiers,  and  more  particularly  the  gallant  defense  of  Mazagran  by 
126  French  soldiers  against  a force  of  12,00  natives. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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London  Correspondence. 

Editor  of  the  Coin  Collector's  Journal : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  response  to  your  request,  I have  jotted  down  a few 
numismatic  items,  which  I trust  may  prove  of  interest  to  the  readers 
of  your  excellent  publication. 

Of  course  you  have  heard  of  Osbaldistin,  Manager  of  the  Surrey 
Theatre,  London.  Speaking  of  theatre  checks,  a story  in  that  con- 
nection is  told  of  him.  He  could  not  make  out  how  it  was  that  his 
gallery,  though  so  full  that  not  a seat  was  to  be  had,  did  not  return 
the  full  amount  of  cash,  until  one  day  when  going  up  the  gallery 
stairs  he  met  a boy  with  a pot  partially  filled  with  porter.  Being 
suspicious,  he  asked  the  boy  where  he  was  taking  the  beer,  and 
learned  that  the  check-taker,  Mr.  Jones,  we  will  call  him,  had  sent  it 
with  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Smith  who  took  the  money.  Osbaldis- 
tin took  the  pot,  gave  the  boy  money  to  get  some  fresh  beer  for 
Mr.  Smith,  and  drank  the  beer  in  the  pot  himself,  when  not  a little  to 
his  astonishment,  he  found  about  a dozen  checks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pot.  The  riddle  was  solved. 

Jonathan  Tyers,  proprietor  of  Yauxhall  Gardens,  presented  to 
W.  Hogarth  a gold  medal  which  was  to  serve  as  a perpetual  free 
ticket  of  admission  to  the  gardens  for  a coacliful  of  visitors.  Tyers 
was  the  original  proprietor  of  the  Gardens,  and  Hogarth  had  painted 
some  panels  in  front  of  the  band  stand  for  him  ; doubtless  the  medal 
was  the  acknowledgement  of  his  kindness.  Where  is  this  medal 
now  ? 

Have  you  any  one  in  America  who  collects  Bones  ? By  Bones 
I mean  those  tickets- which  were  given  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
pany by  the  manager  of  the  theatre  at  which  they  were  engaged.  The 
bone  was  usually  about  the  size  of  a dollar  and  of  ivory  or  bone,  and 
engraved  with  the  name  of  the  theatre  and  also  that  of  the  holder.  It 
served  as  a pass  to  the  bearer  when  visiting  other  theatres,  and  for 
his  friends  when  they  were  admitted  to  the  theatre  at  which  the 
holder  Avas  engaged.  It  Avas  the  custom  in  the  old  London  theatres 
to  post  up  a notice  in  the  Green  Boom  on  slack  nights,  thus  : Bones 
will  be  ADMITTED  TO-MORROAV.  Each  bone  Avas  good  to  admit  tAvo 
persons,  Avas  given  up  at  the  door,  and  returned  to  its  owner  the  fol- 
loAving  day.  Could  these  bones  be  found  in  sufficient  numbers  a col- 
lection of  them  would  be  of  great  interest,  but  they  are  A'ery  rare. 
The  use  of  bones  Avas  looked  upon  as  a right,  and  was  of  great  help 
in  getting  up  Benefits,  as  each  person  avIio  had  had  the  use  of  a 
person’s  bone  was  expected  to  take  tickets  for  the  Benefit  of  that  per- 
son. 
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The  London  Globe,  August  6,  1887,  contained  the  following  notice 
of  a unique  decadrachm  of  the  Bactrian  series  recently  discovered  in 
India. 

“ Mr.  A.  W.  Franks  has  presented  to  the  British  Museum  a most 
remarkable  coin  lately  received  from  India.  The  Alhenctium  describes 
it  as  a decadrachm  of  the  Bactrian  series,  the  first  ever  met  with  ; it 
bears  on  the  obverse  a horseman  charging  with  his  lance  an  elephant, 
on  whose  back  are  two  warriors  ; and  on  the  reverse  a king,  or  Zeus 
standing,  holding  a thunderbolt  and  a spear  ; in  the  field  is  a mono- 
gram composed  of  the  letters  AB.  The  obverse  records  some  victory 
of  the  Greeks  over  the  barbarians,  and  the  reverse  may  be  a repre- 
sentation of  Alexander  the  Great.  The  coin  evidently  comes  from  the 
district  of  the  Oxus,  and  was  struck  about  the  middle  of  the  second 
century  B.  C.” 

The  same  journal,  under  date  of  October  18,  1887,  notices  the 
death  of  Mr.  George  Sim,  the  celebrated  Scotch  numismatist  as 
follows  : 

“ The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  George  Sim,  F.  S.  A.  Scot.,  a well- 
known  Scotch  antiquary,  in  his  73rd  year.  Devoted  to  the  science  of 
numismatics  from  an  early  age,  he  amassed  during  his  life  a collection 
of  Greek  and  Homan  coins  which  for  extent  and  variety  is  said  to  be 
unequalled  by  any  other  in  the  country.  It  comprises  upwards  of 
13,000  specimens,  many  of  them  very  fine  and  rare,  and  the  collection 
is  especially  rich  in  Consular  and  Imperial  coins,  as  well  as  in  the 
Greek,  Bactrian,  and  Parthian  silver  series.” 

London,  March  11,  1888.  Very  truly  yours, 

T.  Grahame  Plumber. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

—Most  interesting  will  be  found  the  London  letter  of  Mr.  T.  Gra- 
liame  I lumber,  a well-known  English  collector,  whose  popular  public 
readings  m the  United  States  during  the  winter  of  1870-71  will  be 
pleasurably  remembered  by  many. 

,,  ~ Si„n?e.  °2U'  last  issu?  there  has  been  but  one  New  York  sale  and 
. .t  of  faint  interest,  since  it  consisted  largely  of  duplicates  and  rub- 
fush.  The  Fnesner  collection,  sold  on  April  5 and  0,  by  Davis  and 
xiaivey  of  1 luhidelphia,  contained  a good  selection  of  United  States 
coins  and  colonials,  quite  an  extensive  line  of  Communion  tokens 
and  many  interesting  medals.  To  this  collection  was  added  a very 
extensive  and  well  selected  library  of  numismatic  books — the  best 
giouping  °*  wol'ks  on  our  favorite  science  seen  in  the  auction  room 
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for  several  years  whicli,  in  nearly  every  instance,  sold  for  very  low 
prices. 

— On  May  7-12,  Messrs.  Sotherby,  Wilkinson,  & Hodge,  of  London, 
will  sell  at  auction  the  tine  collection  of  duplicates  selected  from  the 
cabinet  of  H.  Montagu,  Esq.,  F.  8.  A.  These  coins,  chiefly  acquired 
from  the  Brice,  Addington,  Shepherd  and  other  well-known  English 
cabinets,  embrace  many  of  the  rarest  specimens  of  the  English  series, 
including  many  beautiful  patterns  and  proofs  and  covering  in  time 
the  entire  range  of  English  history,  from  the  days  of  the  ancient  Bri- 
tons to  the  reign  of  Victoria.  Orders  for  the  sale  may  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Lyman  H.  Low,  Manager  of  numismatic  department,  Scott  Stamp 
& Coin  Co.,  L’d,  721  Broadway,  New  York. 

— Messrs.  Bollin  & Eeuardant,  the  well-known  Parisian  coin  dealers, 
were  recently  the  victims  of  a most  extensive  robbery,  the  thief 
securing  ancient  coins  in  gold  and  silver  to  the  value  of  500,000 
francs.  From  the  New  York  Times  of  recent  date,  we  extract  the 
following  account,  which  unfortunately  omits  to  state  in  what  man- 
ner the  theft  was  committed. 

“A  few  days  ago  the  establishment  of  Bollin  A Feuardant, 
in  the  Place  Louvois,  was  robbed  of  a large  number 
of  antique  coins.  The  intrinsic  value  of  the  stolen  coins  was 
30,0001,  whereas  on  account  of  their  age  and  rarity  their  com- 
mercial value  was  500,0001  H.  de  Morgan,  who  is  Mr.  Feuardant’s 
agent  in  this  city,  received  by  cable  information  of  the  theft.  He  was 
also  informed  that  the  robber  might  possibly  have  taken  ship  for  the 
United  States.  This  meant  that  he  should  be  on  the  lookout  for 
him.  The  police  here  were  given  notice.  They  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  case.  The  thief  was  caught  in  Paris.  He  was  not  an 
American;  he  was  a Greek.  His  name  was  Baploportlos,  and  he  was  ar- 
rested, not  for  this  particular  robbery,  but  for  a theft  of  a number  of 
valuable  coins  and  medallions  from  the  Numismatic  Museum  at 
Athens,  Greece.  The  identity  of  the  Athens  robber  was  known  and 
the  Paris  police  were  on  the  watch  for  him.  He  entered  Paris  dis- 
guised without  their  knowledge.  Then  he  decided  to  make  a descent 
upon  the  establishment  of  Bollin  & Feuardant,  thinking  to  increase 
his  collection  of  valuable  coins.  Had  Baploportlos  been  a common 
thief  he  would  have  melted  b is  stolen  goods,  but  being  of  an  artistic 
temperament  he  decided  to  keep  them.  He  was  arrested  for  the  theft 
at  Athens,  and  it  was  not  until  after  his  arrest  that  it  was  discovered 
that  he  was  also  the  thief  who  had  despoiled  Bollin  & Feuardant. 
Mr.  de  Morgan  has  been  informed  by  cable  of  the  arrest  of  the  thief 
and  the  recovery  of  the  spoils.” 


1888. 


Tiie  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


81 


The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  H.  LOW. 

I read  with  considerable  interest  the  article  on  the  copper  coins  of 
Portuguese  colonies,  published  in  volume  X of  the  Journal,  1885,  and 
my  special  attention  was  attracted  to  that  portion  relating  to  the  coins 
of  the  Guinea  Coast  settlements,  for  the  reason  that  never  having  had 
occasion  to  particularly  investigate  the  subject,  I was  not  aware  that 
so  great  a number  of  dates  and  varieties  were  in  existence. 

Once  my  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  matter,  I took  the  pains 
to  carry  my  investigations  upon  this  subject  to  some  length,  and 
was  again  surprised  to  find  how  large  was  the  variety  of  gold  and 
silver  struck  by  the  Portuguese  government  for  circulation  in  these 
colonies  ; and  also  to  learn  that  this  coinage  began  as  far  back  as  the 
last  years  of  the  15th  century,  which  fact,  though  mentioned  in  the 
article  in  question,  I was  not  fully  prepared  to  accept  at  the  time. 

Indeed  my  interest  in  the  coins  of  this  distant  region  increased  to 
that  extent  that  I devoted  much  time  to  the  collection  of  information 
upon  the  subject ; which,  although  in  the  main  proving  the  accuracy 
of  the  Journal’s  description  has  enabled  me  to  correct  them  in  several 
material  points.  I had  then  no  intention  of  immediately  publishing 
this  data  ; but  gathered  it  together  simply  for  my  own  information 
with  the  idea  that  at  some  future  date  I might  embody  it  in  a mono- 
graph, something  after  the  style  of  my  Sketch  of  the  Coinage  of 
Morelos , published  in  1886.  My  interest  in  the  Journal,  however, 
having  naturally  increased  on  account  of  my  recent  association  with 
its  publication,  I have  determined  to  arrange  this  matter  in  accord- 
ance with  the  usual  form  adopted  in  these  pages,  and  present  it  to 
the  numismatic  fraternity  with  such  illustrations  as  shall  render  the 
varying  types  of  the  coinage  of  the  Guinea  coast  entirely  plain. 

The  illustrations  have  been  prepared  with  great  care  from  care- 
fully selected  specimens,  and,  including  the  few  which  appeared  in 
connection  with  the  former  article,  will  probably  exceed  thirty  in 
number  all  told.  And  I take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  no  such  grouping  of  the  various  coins  struck  for 
the  Guinea  coast  has  ever  been  attempted,  not  even  by  the  Portuguese 
waiters  upon  our  favorite  theme. 

The  arrangement  of  the  coins  will  be  chronological,  and  will 
exclude  all  struck  for  settlements  on  the  coast  not  under  Portuguese 
dominion. 

^ In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  that  while  none  of  the  coins  of  the 
Guinea  coast  can  be  termed  common,  and  many — particularly  some 
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of  the  gold  issues — are  of  the  highest  degree  of  rarity,  the  possibil- 
ities of  a cabinet  of  this  interesting  series  are  greater  than  might  at 
first  glance  be  supposed.  With  patience,  nearly  all  the  later  issues 
can  be  obtained  at  reasonable  prices,  and  even  those  of  the  16th  and 
17th  centuries  can  be  had  if  diligent  search  is  made. 

JOHN  II— 1481— 1495. 

In  the  middle  and  latter  part  of  the  15th  century,  Portugal  was 
certainly  entitled  to  the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  leading  mari- 
time nation  of  the  world.  It  was  at  this  time,  when  men  were  begin- 
ning to  venture  out  of  sight  of  land  in  their  rude  ships,  that  the 
navigators  of  this  nation  first  turned  their  attention  to  the  explora- 
tion of  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  whose  shores  may,  in  a sense,  be 
said  to  be  but  a continuation  of  their  own. 

In  1433,  Gilianez  created  as  much  excitement  in  Europe  by  his 
voyage  to  Cape  Bojador  as  Columbus  did  by  the  discovery  of  America 
later  on.  Following  closely  upon  this  came  the  voyage  of  Nuno  Tris- 
tan to  the  island  of  Arguin,  in  1443 ; the  discovery  of  Cape  de  Verde 
by  Diniz  Fernandez,  in  1446  ; of  Senegal,  by  Lancelot,  in  1447  and  of 
the  Gold  Coast  and  the  founding  of  El  Mina,  in  1471.  All  of  which 
created  such  enthusiasm  in  Portugal  that  the  government  obtained  a 
grant  of  all  countries  which  might  be  discovered  beyond  Cape 
Bojador  from  the  Pope,  who  at  the  same  time  conferred  upon  the 
king  the  pompous  title  of  Lord  of  Guinea. 

In  1484,  Diego  Cam,  sailing  from  El  Mina  in  quest  of  new  shores, 
discovered  the  Zaire  (now  known  as  the  Congo)  river,  and  brought 
back  to  Lisbon  a number  of  the  native  kings.  It  was  to  this  discovery 
that  the  more  important  settlements  in  Lower  Guinea,  of  which  St. 
Paul  de  Loando  is  chief,  owe  their  origin ; and  it  appears  probable 
that  it  was  the  successful  termination  of  this  voyage  which  caused 
the  government  to  first  conceive  the  plan  of  issuing  colonial  coins. 

The  chronicle  of  Bui  de  Pina  e Garcia  de  Bezende  (this,  be  it  under- 
stood, is  a proper  name),  quoted  by  Fernandez,  in  his  Memoria  de  Moe- 
das  Cor  rentes  em  Portugal,  page  108,  cites  the  passing  of  a law  in  June, 
1485,  for  the  general  reform  of  the  coinage,  and  another,  in  December 
1489,  which  ordered  that  Cruzados  of  gold  should  be  struck  for  use  in 
the  newly  discovered  African  colonies. 

Allowing  one  year  for  necessary  delay  in  preparing  these  dies,  this 
would  make  the  date  of  issue  of  the  earliest  coins  of  Guinea  1490. 
It  is  much  more  likely — for  the  Portuguese  have  ever  been  a slow 
moving  race — that  it  was  1491,  or  even  1492. 

The  coins  of  this  reign  were  unquestionably  struck  for  circulation 
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at  El  Mina,  as  the  lower  country  had  not  been  visited  other  than  by 
Cam  at  this  time.  Let  us  consider  them  in  detail. 


No.  1. — Obv.  iohannes  : ii  : r : portvgalie  : et  : a : d : ovine  t The 
crowned  arms  of  Portugal,  supported  by  palm  branches ; a shield 
bearing  six  castles  and  a smaller  shield, upon  which  are  five  little  shields 
arranged  in  form  of  the  cross  of  Aviz.  Rev.  + ivstvs  : VT  : pal- 
ma  : florebit  : The  king  crowned,  seated  upon  a throne,  and 

holding  a large  sword,  (fold. 


No.  2. — Similar  to  No.  1,  but  from  a different  die  ; the  kingly 
figure  is  better  executed,  and  has  the  appearance  of  standing  before 
the  throne.  Gold. 

These  are  unquestionably  the  earliest  coins  struck  for  circulation 
in  Guinea.  They  are  probably  the  issues  of  the  Lisbon  mint ; they 
are  supplied  with  no  name  by  Fernandez;  evidently  they  are  not  the 
Cruzados,  or  the  coins  of  the  cross,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
No.  4. 

No.  3. — Obv.  + iohanes  : i:  i:  rplg  : dno  : gvi  : Crowned  arms  of 

Portugal  between  two  pellets.  Rev.  iohanes  : i : i : re  : p alg  : dno 
gvi  : A hand  holding  a sword  to  left,  within  a tressure  of  four  arcs. 

Before  the  hand  is  L (mintmark  of  the  city  of  Lisbon).  Espadim  ; 
gold. 
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This  espaclim  (coin  of  the  sword),  is  of  the  highest  rarity,  and  seems 
to  be  the  last  issue  of  this  once  popular  Portuguese  coin. 


No.  4. — Obv.  .iohanes  : 11 : r:  p:  et:  a:  d:  gvinee  -f-  Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal.  Rev.  iohanes  : ii  : r : p : et  a : d : gvinee  + A plain 
cross  within  a tressure  of  four  arcs.  Cruzado ; gold. 

The  foregoing  completes  the  list  of  gold  coins  struck  during  this 
reign  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  coast. 

( To  be  continued). 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

( Continued  f rom  page  72). 

No.  128. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top,  11^; 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  y, 
3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  L,  10  ; space  between  the  letter  r and  the  hair,  -J- ; length  of  date 
at  base,  5 ; distance  from  lowest  curl  to  the  figure  7,  14.  The  figure 
8 is  small.  A slight  scratch  in  the  die  appears  on  the  left  of  the  let- 
ter t,  while  a crescent-shaped  crack  is  seen  in  the  field,  behind  the 
head,  passing  through  the  hair  ribbon  and  measuring  9 in  length. 

Rev. — Rev.  Ii. — When  found  in  this  combination,  Rev.  H does  not 
show  the  die-crack  alluded  to  in  its  description.  IP. 

No.  129. — Obv.  Measurements : With  the  exception  of  the  length 

of  date  at  base,  which  is  4f,  the  measurements  of  this  obverse  corres- 
pond with  those  of  No.  128.  The  figure  8 is  small. 
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Bev. — Rev.  H. — Does  not  show  the  die-crack.  R1. 

No.  130. — Obv.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose 
to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  Y,  2^- ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the 
nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  l,  9f  ; length  of  date  at  base, 
5^;  distance  from  lowest  curl  to  the  figure  9,  2f.  The  forelock  is  be- 
tween-the  letters  r and  t;  the  r is  near  the  hair  ; the  figure  7 has  a 
decided  slant  to  the  right ; the  8 is  small. 

Bev. — Rev.  H. — In  combination  with  this  obverse,  Rev.  H some- 
times shows  a die  crack  connecting  the  tops  of  the  letters  ates  with 
the  border  milling.  B1. 

No.  131. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
lOf ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  2f ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f.  The  letters  t and  y are 
larger  than  their  fellows.  The  figure  8 is  small. 

Rev. — Rev.  N. — When  found  in  combination  with  this  obverse, 
Rev.  N shows  the  die-crack  from  the  border  to  final  s of  states  ex- 
tended to  the  base  of  the  adjoining  letter  e,  and  thence  through  t, 
touching  the  border  again  above  a.  R1. 

No.  132. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
11^;  distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  34 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  l,  10 ; length  of  date  at  base,  4-f ; distance  from  the  lowest 
curl  to  the  figure  9,  2§.  There  is  a die-crack  connecting  the  tops  of 
the  letters  rty.  The  figure  8 is  small. 

Rev. — Rev.  H. — Shows  the  die-crack  noticed  in  No.  128.  R1. 

No.  133. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
11  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f ; distance  from  the  low- 
est curl  to  the  figure  9,  2f . The  figure  8 is  small.  There  is  a die-crack 
at  the  border  near  the  letter  l,  measuring  44  in  length  and  Lj  in  width. 

Rev. — Rev.  H. — Shows  the  die-crack  noticed  in  No.  128.  R1. 

No.  134. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
11 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
y,  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  10 ; length  of  date  at  base,  5 ; distance  from  the  lowest  curl 
to  the  figure  9,  2f.  The  figure  8 is  small. 

Hev- — Rev.  G. — When  found  combined  with  this  obverse,  Rev.G  pre- 
sents a singular  die-crack  beginning  at  the  denominator  of  the  frac- 
tion, and  connecting  all  the  letters  of  the  legend  at  their  tops,  nearly 
completing  the  circuit  of  the  planchet.  R1. 
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No.  135. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  top, 
11-J ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter Y,  3^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  L,  10 ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f.  The  top  of  the  figures  of 
the  date  are  in  a straight  line.  The  8 is  small. 

Rev. — Rev.  0. — Measurements  : Distance  from  the  tip  of  the  highest 
leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  top  of  the  letter  o in  of, 
4 ; distance  from  the  same  point  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states, 
4f  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right 
stem  : 2-f  ; left  stem  : 2| ; distance  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4-^  ; 
length  of  denominator  of  the  fraction,  2f.  The  crosslet  of  the  letter 
E of  AMERICA  is  connected  with  the  upper  and  lower  horizontal 
strokes  (not  so  represented  in  our  illustration);  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  same  letter,  at  the  left,  is  a small  point.  R1. 

No.  136. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  top, 
11^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  Y,  3^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
point  of  the  letter  l,  10  ; length  of  date  at  base,  4f  ; distance  from  the 
lowest  curl  to  the  figure  9,  2^.  The  figure  8 is  small.  This  die 
appears  to  have  been  pretty  badly  broken  up.  One  crack,  beginning  at 
the  border  milling  on  the  right  of  the  figure  8,  extends  upward  to  the 
bust,  thence  passing  to  the  left  through  the  hair,  to  the  border  beyond. 
Another,  beginning  at  the  border  at  a point  4 above  the  one  just  men- 
tioned, also  extends  across  the  hair.  Another,  beginning  at  the  fore- 
lock, extends  through  the  base  of  the  letter  Y.  Another,  very  close  and 
parallel  with  the  last,  extends  to  the  letter  t.  Another  still,  connects 
all  the  letters  of  the  word  liberty  at  the  top. 

Rev. — Rev.  P. — This  reverse  differs  from  all  others  of  the  cents  of 
this  year  in  several  particulars  which  aid  in  its  ready  detection.  The 
left  branch  of  the  wreath  bears  six  berries  instead  of  five,  as  appear 
upon  all  other  reverses  of  the  year ; the  berries  are  all  very  small. 
The  letter  N in  each  of  the  three  instances  of  its  employment  is  larger 
than  its  fellows.  The  figures  of  the  fraction,  also,  are  much  larger 
than  usual,  the  00  showing  the  outline  of  smaller  ciphers  inside. 
The  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  terminates  near  the  ribbons  on  both 
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sides  with  ends  cut  squarely  off.  Measurements  : Distance  from  the  tip 
of  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  to  the  top  of  the 
letter  o in  of,  3f  ; distance  from  the  same  point  to  the  top  of  the  letter 
a of  states,  4f ; distance  between  one  and  cent,  -f ; distance  from  the 
letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2^- ; distance  from  the  f in 
of  to  the  first  a of  America,  2£  ; length  of  denominator  of  the  fraction, 
2f ; length  of  the  dividing  line  of  fraction,  If  ; distance  between  the 
top  of  the  numerator  and  the  knot,  f ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 24 ; left  stem  : 24 ; distance 
between  the  ribbon  ends,  3f.  R4. 

No.  136  terminates  the  list  of  the  cents  of  1798.  The  number 
issued,  according  to  the  records  of  the  mint,  was  979,700.  Although 
the  cents  of  1798  are  not  rare  with  the  exception  of  the  few  varieties 
noted,  they  are  still  sufficiently  scarce  to  render  it  a work  of  persever- 
ance to  complete  the  series,  but  since  dealers  seldom  trouble  them- 
selves to  pick  over  their  stocks  of  the  cents  of  common  dates  for 
varieties,  with  patience  all  mentioned  in  this  list  can  lie  obtained  at  a 
moderate  price. 

( To  be  continued). 


The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from,  page  68). 

Honduras. 

The  history  of  Honduras  is  that  of  Gautemala  down  to  the  period 
of  the  final  defeat  of  Morazan.  After  the  pig  driver  Carrera  seized 
the  government  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Central  American  states, 
the  remaining  four,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  San  Salvador  and  Costa 
Rica,  immediately  started  into  business  on  their  own  account. 

Taken  as  a whole,  Honduras  possesses,  perhaps,  the  least  interest 
of  any  of  the  five  states  of  the  old  Republic  of  Central  America.  It 
is  for  the  most  part  a wild,  mountainous  region,  and,  outside  of  the 
cities  of  Tegucigalpa  and  Comayagua,  has  no  considerable  towns. 
Yet  for  one  thing  Honduras  must  be  ever  famous,  the  possession  within 
her  territorial  limits  of  the  mysterious  ruined  city  of  Copan, whose  curi- 
ous monoliths  and  c}rclopean  walls  have  been  so  graphically  described 
by  the  late  John  L.  Stephens.  Doubtless  other  ruined  cities  equally 
interesting  lie  buried  among  the  dense  forests  which  have  been  very 
imperfectly  explored. 

Both  before  and  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  confedration,  coins 
were  struck  at  the  mint  of  Tegucigalpa,  bearing  the  Central  Ameri- 
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can  arms  and  legends,  and  particularly  denoted  by  the  mint  mark  T. 
At  a later  date,  the  Honduras  government,  experimenting  with  the 
financial  question,  caused  two  handsome  pattern  sets  to  be  struck  in 
France,  which  are  among  the  rarest  and  most  artistic  of  all  the  coins 
of  the  Central  American  states.  In  our  review  of  the  coins  of  the 
Republic  of  Honduras  in  detail,  let  us  begin  with  a real  of  the  year 
1830. 

No.  106.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DEL  CENTRO  DE  AMER.  1830. 
A chain  of  five  mountains,  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  .LIBRE 
CRESCA  FECUNDO.  T.(egucigalpa)  F.  10  D.  20  G.  In  the  field  a 
tree,  dividing  1. — R.  Beal,  silver. 


No.  107. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  106.  Date,  1831.  Rev.  Similar  to 
No.  106.  Tree  divides  2. — R.  2 r pal  ft,  silver. 

This  furnishes  the  type  of  the  older  issues  of  the  Tegucigalpa 
mint.  We  shall  describe  no  more  of  these  earlier  issues,  but  proceed 
at  once  to  the  provisional  money  issued  subsequent  to  the  defeat  of 
Morazan. 

No.  108.— Obv.  • i • .MON.  PROVISIONAL  DEL  EST.  DE 
HOND  Five  mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE 
CRESCA  FECUNDO.  T.  1833.  F.  In  the  field  a tree,  dividing  2. 
— R.  2 reals  : base. 

No.  109.— Obv.  • i • MON.  PROV.  DEL  EST  . DE^  HOND 

Three  mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE  CRESCA 
FEC.  .T.  1837.  F.  In  the  field  a tree,  dividing  £ — R.  Half  real-, 

base.  m 

No.  110.— Obv.  • i • MON  PROVISIONAL  DEL  EST.  DE 
HOND  Five  mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE 
CRESCA  FECUNDO  . T.  1839.  F.  In  the  field  a tree,  diving  1.— 

R.  Real ; base.  _ _ 

No.  111. -Obv.  Similar.  Rev.  LIBRE  CREZCA  FECU1SDO 
.T.  1844  : F.  In  the  field  a tree,  dividing  2. — R.  2 Reals  ; base. 

No.  112.— Similar.  Rev.  reads:  . T.  1844.  G.  2 Reals;  base. 

No.  113. — Similar  to  No.  112.  Tree  divides  1. — R.  Real',  base. 
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No.  114. — Similar,  Rev.  reads  : .T.  1845.  G.  Tree  divides  2. — R. 
2 Reals ; base. 

No.  115.— Similar.  Rev.  reads:  LIBRE  CREZCA  FECUNDO 
.T.  1845.  G.  Tree  divides  1. — R.  Real ; base. 

No.  116.— Similar.  Rev.  reads:  LIBRE  CREZCA  FECUNDO 
.T.  1848.  G.  Tree  divides  2. — R.  2 Reals ; base. 

No.  117. — Similar.  Rev.  reads:  LIBRE  CREZCA  FECUNDO 
.T.  1851.  G.  Tree  divides  4.— R.  Half  peso;  base. 

Of  the  half  peso  of  this  date  we  find  in  our  collection  four  differing 
dies,  the  variations  being  in  the  position  of  the  mountains  in  refer- 
ence to  the  legend. 

No.  118. — Similar.  Date  1852.  Tree  divides  4. — R.  Half  peso; 
copper.  IV e find  three  differing  dies  of  this  number. 

No.  119. — Similar.  Date  1853.  Tree  divides  4. — R.  Half  peso; 
copper. 

No.  120. — Similar,  Date  1854.  Tree  divides  4. — R.  Half  peso; 
copper.  Two  dies. 

No.  121. — Similar.  Date  1855.  Tree  divides  4. — R.  Half  peso; 
copper.  Two  dies. 

No.  122— Obv.  MONEDA  PROVISIONAL  DEL  ESTADO  DE 
HOND.  Five  mountains,  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE 
CREZCA  FECUNDO  .T.  1856.  G.  In  the  field  a tree  dividing 
8. — R.  Peso;  copper. 

No.  123.— Obv.  MON.  PROVISIONAL  DEL  EST.  DE  HOND 
Five  mountains,  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE  CREZCA 
FECUNDO  .T.  1856.  G.  In  the  field  a tree  dividing  4. — R.  Half 
peso;  copper. 

No.  124.— Similar  to  122.  Rev.  reads : LIBRE  CREZCA  FE- 
CUNDO .T.  1857.  F.  L.  Tree  divides  8. — R.  Peso;  copper. 

Four  dies.  On  one  reverse  the  tree  divides  R. — 8.  Some  of  these 
specimens  are  so  • exceedingly  rude  as  to  suggest  the  possibility  of 
their  being  counterfeit. 

No.  125. — Similar  to  No.  123.  Date  1857.  Tree  divides  4. — R. 
Half  peso;  copper. 

No.  126.— Obv.  MONEDA  PROVISIONAL  DEL  ESTAADO  DE 
HOND.  Five  mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  LIBRE 
CREZCA  FECUNDO  .T.  1858.  F.  L.  In  the  field  a tree  dividing 
8. — R.  Peso:  copper. 

No.  127. — Similar  to  No.  122.  Date  1858.  Tree  divides  8. — R. 
Peso;  copper.  Three  dies.  One  obverse  legend  appears  to  read 
HONA.,  instead  of  HOND. 

No.  128. — Similar  to  No.  122.  Date  1859.  Tree  divides  8. — R. 
Peso;  copper.  Three  dies. 
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No.  129.  Similar  to  No.  122.  Date  1860.  Tree  divides  8 R 

Peso;  copper.  Two  dies. 

No.  130.  Similar  to  122.  Date  1861.  Tree  divides  8 — 11  Peso- 
copper.  Two  dies. 

f To  be  continued ). 


Medals  of  Algiers. 

{Continued  from  page  77'. 


No.  16.— Obv.  *PHS  D.  G.  HISP.  REGIS.  COMITIS.  HOL 
Bust  of  Philip  II  of  Spain,  to  right. 

Rev.  * orana.  tvrcarv.  obsidione  liberata  Five  shields  in  the  form 
of  a cross  dividing  15 — 64,  the  shield  of  Holland  occupying  the  centre, 
that  of  Zeeland  at  the  top.  Copper  ; size  18. 

No.  17. — Obv.  RT — O — VII  (perpendicularly).  Crowned  arms  of 
Castile  and  Leon. 

Rev.  — RYM  (Hispaniarum).  In  the  field,  O | RA  | NN  Copper 
seige  dollar  of  Oran. 

No.  16  is  a Dutch  jeton  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  siege  of 
the  city  of  Oran  during  the  reign  of  Philip  II.  AYlien  the  Turks  in 
Algiers  heard  of  the  death  of  Horuc  Barbarossa,  the}'  immediately 
proclaimed  his  brother  Hayradin,  also  called  Barbarossa,  their  Dey. 
Hayradin  at  once  attacked  the  invading  Spaniards  with  great  vigor, 
and  maintained  warfare  against  them  for  several  years.  Not  satisfied 
with  his  indifferent  success  in  this  direction,  he  seized  upon  Tunis, 
but  was  finally  driven  from  the  Barbary  states  by  the  Emperor  Charles 
Y.  A few  years  after  this  Hassan  Aga,  his  son,  was  appointed  Vice- 
roy of  Algiers  by  the  Sultan  Solyman.  His  reign  was  a stormy  one. 
In  the  year  1564  he  collected  a large  fleet  and  army  for  the  purpose 
of  besieging  Marsa-al-Quibber ; after  reducing  which  he  invested  the 
city  of  Oran.  This  place  was  commanded  by  Don  Hasten  de  Cordova. 
He  made  a gallant  defence  against  the  Turks,  who  attacked  the  city 
with  the  utmost  fury  by  sea  and  land.  Several  breaches  were  made  in 
the  walls  on  which  the  Turkish  standards  were  repeatedly  planted  only 
to  be  speedily  dislodged  by  the  Spaniards.  Oran,  however,  must  have 
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surrendered,  had  not  the  approaches  of  Doria,  who  was  advancing 
with  a powerful  contingent  of  Italian  troops,  obliged  Hassan  to  raise 
the  siege. 

No.  17  is  a rude  specimen  of  obsidional  money  struck  at  Oran  by 
the  Spaniards  during  a later  siege  in  the  reign  of  Philip  V.  This 
time  the  Algerines  were  successful,  and  in  the  year  1708  conquered 
the  city,  only  to  lose  it  again  in  1737. 


EEVIIS  1806,P»JES  NyV 
MASCASfl.  PR®  FLAME  \\ 

183®  IL  ySICEiB  HOPE XRX \\ 
COiN’TjRJE  LES  F RASTAi  S . 1833  'A 
M'l B&XT2  QUX  XX  CONSTITUTE  J30UVE3<A3N  Y 
B DEXA  PROVINCE  XS'OXUtff. Ifi34  IRSFMSE,  \ 
I DUE  XA  GUiERWC  SAINTE, VICTO  IKE  QU'IX 
I ireneporte  a la  mac  ta  ns 36  it,  est 
feATTU  A XA  SIOCAK.T5AJTE  EE  JUA  TAFNA. 
^37  NOWIXXJE  ATTETOBJE  SAHS  DECXASAUIMIj 

l 18«2  IX  jPJSRQ  JA  SNAXAH.lS-il  AFIRE?  7 
\ J.E  COMBAT  D'OinEB-MAXAH  IX  EUIT  j j 
Vv®ANSr  UB  MROf  STOUT  IX  SQVhkvX,  J // 
2*ES  FOlPi'XATICUS  CONTEJg  LA  / / 
FRANCE.  35YS  IX  EEPOME 
LA  GUTE3R1AE  HANS 
X’ALGEME, 


No.  18. — Obv.  Bust  of  an  Arab  chieftain  in  native  dress  to  left. 
To  the  left,  abd-el-kader  perpendicularly.  To  the  right  the  letters 
A and  S in  monogram. 

Bev.  Inscription  in  small  capital  letters  in  18  lines,  reading : 
“ Cet  liomme  celebre  | est  ne  vers  1806,  pres  | de  Mascara,  proclame 
Emir  | apres  1830  il  preche  la  guerre  | sainte  contre  les  Francais. 
1833  | Traite  qui  le  constitue  souverain  | de  la  province  d’Oran.  1834 
reprise  | de  la  guerre  sainte.  Yictoire  qu’il  | remporte  a la  Macta 
1836  II  est  | battu  a la  Sickak  Traite  de  la  Tafna.  | 1839  Nouvelle 
rupture  sans  declaration  | 1842  II  perd  sa  Smalah.  1843  Apres  | le 
combat  d’Oued-Malah  il  fuit  J dans  le  Maroc  dont  il  souleve  | les 
populations  contre  la  | France.  1845  II  reporte  I la  guerre  dans  I 
l’Algerie” 

The  translation  of  this  inscription  is  as  follows  : — “ This  celeb- 
rated man  was  born  about  the  year  1806,  near  Mascara.  He  was  pro- 
claimed Emir  after  1830,  and  immediately  preached  the  Holy  AVar 
against  the  French.  In  1833  a treaty  was  entered  into  constituting  him 
sovereign  of  the  province  of  Oran.  In  1834  he  again  took  up  the 
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Holy  War,  and  carried  back  Victory  to  Macta.  In  1836  be  was 
beaten  at  Sickak.  Treaty  of  Tafna.  In  1839,  there  was  a new  rup- 
ture without  declaration.  In  1842,  he  lost  the  Smalali.  In  1843, 
after  the  battle  of  Oued  Malali,  he  fled  into  Morocco,  and  there  in- 
cited the  population  against  France.  In  1845  he  again  took  the  war  in 
Algiers.”  Silver  ; size  36. 

No.  19. — Obv.  Same  as  last. 


SDK  OF 

RflM-EX  -HAD  JKCtHUl-'EIiilDlEi,'' 

OT  THE  TRIES  OT 
fOULAD -AlSSfA-BSH-  A BBES S-  'SO  B.N 
1806  HEAR.  MASCARA.  A330/PR0CLAIMFJ5' 
EMUA.  TKEACHES  THE  Etffll.'Y  'VWVR. 
a833,TRmTX'WrrH'  TBCE  T'RSHCH  BV 
ATMCH  BEE  ]LS  HI' t LA1ME1D  II&jEP’ENBAin’ 

. SOTEKEISH  OF  THE  SmOVlNCT  OT  05LA.H. 
P*834,  RENEWS  THE , HOLY  WAS  .T1CT0 KT  AT 
bG.CTA.ia3 6,  CTBTEATEB  AS  SICKffiR.TiR'SKrr 
l-OTP  TATMA.  1839,  RBiPTirO  OT  TIME  TREATS./ 
1812,  LOSS  OT  THE  SWAT  AH. 

18  4 3 , IETTEA3TKD  AX  OT0TEB  -MAjLAH. 
KTS.'EAT  TO  THE  EMBIRE  OT  M,a0tTO/^ 

" i34  5<SlE'M£WS'  THE  Wf*  JH  / " 

AifilER.C.KATTO:  OT 
bvetima  chazor&t. 


Eev.  Inscription  in  small  capitals  in  18  lines  as  follows  : _ “ Son  of 
I Sidi-el-Hadj  Malilii-Eddin,  | of  the  tribe  of  | Oulad-Aissa-ben- 
Abbess  Born  in  | 1806  near  Mascara.  1830,  Proclaimed  | Emir. 
Preaches  the  Holy  War.  | 1833,  Treaty  with  the  French  by  | which  lie 
is  proclaimed  independant  | Sovereign  of  the  province  of  Oran.  J 1834, 
Pie  news  the  Holy  War.  Victory  at  | Macta.  1836,  Defeated  at  Sickak. 
Treaty  I of  Tafna.  1839,  Rupture  of  the  treaty.  | 1842,  Loss  of  the 
Smalali.  I 1843,  Defeated  at  Oued-Mahlali.  | Retreat  to  the  Empire  ol 
Morocco.  | 1845,  Renews  the  war  in  | Algiers.  Battle  of  | D Jemma 

GNo.0l2(k— ObTPPSriDI-EL-HADJ.  ABD-EL-IvADER  NE  1808 

Br‘v°  SOULEVEMENT  I DE8  | TRIBUTS  ARABES  | PAR 
L’lNFLUENCE  | RELIGIEUSE  ET  1ER  I FAITS  D’ARMES  183L 
TRAITE  DE  LA  TAFNA 
I 1847.  Bronze ; size  15. 


1837  I SOFMISSION  A LA  | FRANCE 
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No.  21.— Obv.  CEECLE  DE  BLIDAH  | L.  S | lp 
Rev.  — an  ornament — | BLIDAH  | — an  ornament — Copper; 
size  17.  The  End. 


Numismatic  Notes. 


— Speaking  of  Bank  Tokens  of  the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  let  us  offer  an 
illustration  of  a Club  Token,  of  the  Isle  Maurice,  or  Mauritius,  its  next 
door  neighbor.  No  description  is  necessary,  the  cut  speaks  for  itself. 

— Russia  has  just  issued  new  5 and  10  rouble  pieces  in  gold,  identi- 
cal in  weight  and  value  with  the  French*  20  and  40  franc  pieces. 
These  coins  are  to  be  received  by  the  French  banks  for  their  intrinsic 
value  of  20  and  40  francs. 

— Messrs.  Francois  and  Hercule  Gnecchi,  the  well-known  Italian 
numismatists,  have  in  course  of  preparation  a new  work  on  the  nu- 
mismatics of  their  country,  entitled  Bibliographic  mmismatigue  llcdienne 
du  moyen  age,  et  de  Vepogue  modcrve. 

— On  April  27,  Messrs.  Bangs  & Co.  sold  a miscellaneous  selection 
of  coins,  medals  and  ancient  pottery,  being  a portion  of  the  Flauding 
collection  and  some  other  invoices.  On  May  16,  Davis  & Harvey,  of 
Philadelphia,  disposed  of  the  collection  of  Joseph  de  B.  Iveim,  of 
that  city.  There  was  nothing  worthy  of  special  note  in  either  of 
of  these  sales. 

— Upon  the  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  a monument  to  Maria 
Theresa,  which  was  held  at  Vienna  on  May  13,  the  numismatic  society 
of  that  city  gave  an  exhibition  of  coins,  medals  and  jetons  struck 
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during  the  reign  of  this  empress,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  reform- 
er of  t tie  Austrian  monetary  system  and  the  especial  patron  of  numis- 
matic science. 

— Italy  is  to  have  a numismatic  journal.  The  first  number  will 
soon  appear  under  the  title  Italian  Numismatic  Review.  Its  editor 
is  Louis  Felix  Cogliati,  via  Pantano,  26,  Milan.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors in  whose  charge  this  new  publication  will  be  consists  of  Dr. 
Solon  Ambrosali,  Curator  of  the  Numismatic  Cabinet  of  Biera, 
Joseph  Gavazzi,  Isaia  Gliiron,  Librarian  of  the  Italian  National 
Library,  Hercule  and  Frangois  Gnecchi,  Prof.  Constantin  Luppi,  Dr. 
Jean  Mariatti,  Director  of  the  Royal  Museum  of  Antiquities  at  Parma, 
Emile  Motta,  Count  Nicolas  Papadopoli,  Dr.  Humbert.  Rossi  and 
Charles  Visconti. 

— An  original  copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Amerieau 
Numismatic  Society,  now  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archfeological 
Society,  adopted  shortly  after  the  foundation  of  the  Society,  April  6tli, 
1858,  came  recently  into  our  hands.  From  it  we  learn  that  the  officers 
of  the  society  were  at  that  time  as  follows:  President,  Isaac  H.  Gibbs ; 
Vice-presidents,  John  C.  Vail  and  Henry  Whitmore  ; Recording  Secret- 
ary, James  Oliver;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Aug.  B.  Sage;  Treasurer, 
T.  W.  Lawrence  ; Actuary,  James  D.  Foskett.  Standing  Committees  : 
On  coins,  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Vail  and  Morgan;  on  medals,  Messrs. 
Oliver,  Whitmore  and  Hill ; on  transactions,  Messrs.  Sage,  Boughton 
and  Lawrence  ; on  library,  Messrs.  Foskett,  Groli  and  Lawrence. 

— An  important  find  of  coins  was  made  in  July,  1887,  at  Bruges,  in 
Belgium,  by  some  masons  who  were  at  work  in  the  cellar  of  a M.  Six, 
jeweller  in  the  rue  dc  la  Monnaie.  During  the  excavation,  the  workmen 
discovered  a large  vase  filled  with  gold  coins  which  they  appropriated. 
Some  of  the  coins  were  afterward  recovered,  however,  and  among  them 
were  gold  pieces  of  John  II,  of  France,  (1350-1364);  Charles  V,  of 
France,  (1364-1380),  Raymond  IV,  Prince  of  Orange,  (1340-1393); 
Jane  I,  Queen  of  Naples,  < 1343-1382);  Edward  III,  of  England,  1 1327- 
1377);  Louis  the  Bad,  of  Flanders,  (1346-1384)  ; and  many  coins  of 
the  Duchv  of  Brabant,  the  Bishoprics  of  Cambrai,  and  Liege.  It  is 
believed  that  these  coins  must  have  been  buried  between  the  years 
1374  and  1384.  Of  this  immense  find  two  pieces  only  were  undescribed, 
namely,  a Grand  Mouton  of  the  Vacant  See  of  Cambrai,  a coin 
absolutely  unknown  to  numismatists,  and  a Cavalier  of  Holland,  of 
which  but  two  other  specimens  are  known  to  exist. 

— Since  our  last  note  concerning  the  New  York  tradesman’s  tokens 
some  months  since,  one  or  two  specimens  undescribed  in  our  list  have 


been  handed  in.  They  are  as  follows: 
Obv.  “James,  Clark  & Co.”  View  of 
ex.,  *****  (Obverse  of  No.  369). 


a building  within  a circle. 


In 
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Rev.  “Importers  | and  | Jobbers  of  | Fancy  & Staple  | Dry  Goods 
| 130  Broadway  | New  York.”  (Reverse  of  No.  163).  "White  Metal; 
size  174. 

Obv.  “ Traphagen  Hunter  & Co.  | Leading  Clothiers  | Fine  Goods 
| at  | lowest  | prices  | 398  400  & 402  | Bowery,  N.  Y.”  Rev.  “Capitol 
at  Washington.”  View  of  the  building.  White  Metal;  size  14^. 
Variety  of  No.  314. 

Obv.  EVENING  | **20*  | NEWS  Rev.  20  within  a laurel  wreath. 
Lead;  size  15.  This  token,  issued  by  the  New  York  Evening  News  is 
entirely  undescribed. 

Obv.  “ Finck’s  Hotel ;”  between  the  words  a tablet  marked  “ 27  ”; 
on  either  side  of  the  tablet  a star.  Rev.  Plain.  Brass ; size  15. 
Variety  of  No.  87. 

Obv.  Head  of  Liberty  to  left.  Upon  the  coronet  liberty  (Similar 
to  the  head  on  the  cents  of  1844-57).  Rev.  * Y & CO.*  | J | GLASS. 
Brass  ; size  144.  Beer  token  of  Yuengling  & Co.,  brewers,  New  York. 

— A correspondent  sends  us  a rubbing  of  a rare  bank  token  of  the 
island  of  Guadeloupe  which  is  entirely  new  to  us.  Its  description  is 
as  follows  : Obv.  Charles  x roi  de  France  Head  to  left.  Rev. 
BANQUE  DE  LA  GUADELOUPE  0RD0NNCE  DU  ROI  DU  10  DECBRE  1826  Within 
the  legend  are  two  horns  of  plenty,  tilled  with  tropical  fruit  ; 
within  these  a plough  of  curious  and  antiquated  design  to  right,  and 
a building  constructed  of  wicker  work,  with  a thatched  roof,  standing 
on  posts  above  the  ground, like  New  England  corn  barns, above  which  is 
a flock  of  birds  flying.  Beneath  the  plough  a caduceus,  on  the  right 
of  which  is  the  Gallic  cock,  on  the  left  a ship  under  full  sail.  “ This 
medal,”  says  our  correspondent,  “ is  in  the  possession  of  a gentleman 
who  received  it  from  an  old  resident  of  Guadeloupe.”  Unfortunately 
he  neglects  to  mention  its  metal,  which  we  assume  to  be  silver.  We 
have  vainly  endeavored  to  find  some  mention  of  this  interesting 
medal, and  also  to  ascertain  just  what  the  “Ordonnance  de  Dec.  10, 1826” 
was,  but  have  failed  in  both  instances.  No  doubt  the  medal  is  very  rare. 

— The  New  York  Times,  in  a recent  editioral,  directs  attention  to 
the  absurdity  of  the  present  laws  which  prevent  the  United  States 
from  enjoying  a more  artistic  coinage.  “It  appears,”  says  the  article 
referred  to,  “that  the  director  of  the  mint  already  lias  power,  when 
new  coins  or  devices  are  authorized  by  Congress,  to  employ  distin- 
guished artists  not  regularly  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  to  sup- 
ply designs  for  the  same ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  has — in  fact 
it  appears  that  he  has  not — authority  for  making  any  changes  in  the 
designs  of  coins  already  issued.  That  is  to  say,  Congress  must,  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  either  authorize  coins  of  new  denominations, 
or  else  authorize  changes  in  the  emblems  or  legends  borne  by  the 
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existing  coins  in  order  to  enable  the  Director  of  the  mint  to  effect 
any  improvement  of  design.”  It  is  encouraging  to  see  able  news- 
papers like  the  Times  take  up  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  Cer- 
tainly there  never  was  a national  coinage  so  outrageously  bad  from 
an  artistic  standard  as  our  own.  Nevertheless  we  fear  that  it  is 
hoping  against  hope  to  look  for  any  immediate  Congressional  action  ; 
probably,  we  shall  have  to  content  ourselves  with  long-limbed  god- 
desses and  goose-necked  eagles  for  some  years  to  come. 

— Mr.  Desire  Charnay,  the  Central  American  explorer,  claims  to 
have  discovered  that  the  copper  money  of  the  ancient  Mexicans  had  the 
form  of  little  hatchets,  basing  his  conclusion  upon  the  great  variety  of 
size  of  these  hatchets  found  among  the  tombs  and  ruins.  To  streng- 
then his  opinion  he  calls  attention  to  the  discovery  made  by  an  Indian 
of  the  town  of  Zochoxocotlan,  a few  miles  distant  from  Oaxaca,  of  an 
earthen  pot,  containing  twenty-three  dozen  of  these  instruments  all 
too  small  to  have  served  any  useful  purpose  as  hatchets  and  of  differ- 
ent size  and  thickness.  He  also  quotes  the  Spanish  historian  Torque- 
mada,  as  follows  : “ In  all  parts  of  the  country  the  Indians  are  possessed 
of  large  quantities  of  copper  money  in  the  forms  of  Greek  letter  tan  of 
three  or  tour  fingers  length,  and  also  there  are  some  smaller  plancliets 
containing  with  the  copper  more  or  less  gold.”  Mr.  Charnay  quotes 
also  the  native  historian  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  in  his  fourth  relation  states 
that  the  Toltecs  possessed  copper  coins  the  length  of  two  fingers  and 
the  breadth  of  one  in  the  form  of  little  hatchets,  about  the  thickness  of 
a real  ; and  Clavigero,  in  his  Hisloria  antigua  de  3Iexico  y de  su  conquista, 
where  it  is  stated  in  the  enumeration  of  the  different  objects  serving  as 
a medium  of  exchange  among  the  ancient  Mexicans,  that  they  had 
pieces  of  copper  cut  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T,  which  they  used  in  all 
transactions  of  small  value.  The  light  weight  of  these  objects,  their 
varying  dimensions,  indicating  their  different  values,  and  the  fact 
that  they  are  found  in  quantity  showing  no  evidence  of  use,  all  seem 
in  the  estimation  of  Mr.  Charnay,  to  point  toward  their  employment  as 
coins.  He  mentions  also  the  fact  that  similar  hatchets  are  often  found 
suspended  about  the  necks  of  Peruvian  mummies.”  “ M.  A.  de  Mor- 
tillet,”  says  a correspondent  to  the  Benue  Beige  de  Numismatique , “ in 
treating  of  this  subject,  finds  similarity  between  these  copper  hatchets 
and  those  of  bronze  found  among  the  prehistoric  remains  of  Europe, 
known  as  celts,  which  he  concludes  were  likewise  used  as  coins.” 
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The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  IL  LOW. 

(Continued  f i om  page  84). 


I find  that  under  an  Act  of  December  25,  1489,  Portugal  struck 
for  circulation  in  the  Guinea  colonies,  the  real,  the  meio  real,  the  vin- 
tens  and  meio  vintens,  all  of  silver. 

It  is  claimed  by  Buy  de  Pina  and  Garcia  de  Bezende  that  there  was 
another  silver  coin  struck  during  this  reign  called  the  cinco,  or  cin- 
quinhos,  which  I understand  to  be  of  the  same  value  as  the  meio 
vintens.  This  statement  is  questioned  by  Fernandes,  who  thinks  that 
the  two  authors  in  question  have  confounded  the  meio  vintens  of  this 
reign  with  the  cinquinhos  of  the  reign  of  Emanuel,  which  immediately 
follows  it,  No.  3(1  of  my  list. 

The  silver  coins  of  John  II,  struck  for  circulation  in  Guinea,  areas 
follows  : 

No.  5. — Obv.  + iohanes.  ii  : r : r : et  : a : l : g y crowned  and 
dividing  Ii — o The  Ii  is  reversed  on  the  coin,  and  is  the  mint-mark 
of  the  city  of  Lisbon.  Bev.  + ioanes  : ii  : R : p : et  : a : l : gvn 
Crowned  arms  of  Portugal  between  two  small  pellets.  Real ; silver  ; 
size  12p 

No.  6. — Obv.  + ci : et.  vl.  dominvs  : gvine  y crowned  dividing 
• • — o Bev.  + ci : et  : vl.  dominvs  : gvine  Crowned  arms  of 
Portugal  between  o— o Real;  silver ; size  12^. 


No.  7. — Obv.  iohanes  : ii:  r : p : et.  a : d : g + y crowned  dividing 
1* — Rev.  c — i.  et  vlt  : dns*  : gvine. — e.  Crowned  arms  of  Portu- 
gal between  o — o Real;  silver  ; size  12£. 

No.  8. — Obv.  4-  iohanes  : i.  I : R : d : et  : A : d : g Crowned  arms  of 
Portugal  between  o — o Bev.  ci.  et.  vl.  dominvs.  gvine  y crowned 
dividing  P — o Real;  silver.  The  weights  of  these  reales  are  40 ^ 
grains.  The  letter  P is  the  mint-mark  of  Oporto. 

No.  9. — Obv.  4-  io vanes  : ii  : r : p : et  : d : Five  shields  arranged 

in  form  o!  a cross.  Bev.  4-  ci : et  : vl.  tra  : d : gvine  The  cross  of 
Aviz.  Moo  real;  silver  ; size  10  ; weight  2024288  grains. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I have  seen  other  reales  with  blundered 
legends.  In  one  instance,  the  king’s  name  is  spelled  ioanees. 


98 


The  Coin  Collectob’s  Joubnal. 


July, 


No.  10. — Obv.  4-  iohanes  : ii  : b : p : et  algabbi  A shield  bearing 
five  smaller  shields  in  form  of  a cross  with  four  castles  in  the  angles  ; 
above  and  to  the  right  and  left,  a pellet.  Kev.  — ba  : et  vl.  dominvs 
GVINNE  A fortress  with  three  towers  by  the  sea.  Ceitil ; copper. 

“ Some  authors,”  says  Fernandes,  “ claim  that  there  were  struck 
during  this  reign  copper  reales  of  the  value  of  six  ceitis,  having  on 
one  side  a pelican.  These  I have  never  seen.” 

MANUEL  I.— 1495— 1521. 

The  coinage  of  this  monarch  for  Guinea  began  in  1499.  The  issue 
was  large  in  gold  and  silver,  and  embraces  many  dies  slightly  differ- 
ing. To  attempt  to  give  a number  to  each  blundered  legend  would 
carry  me  far  beyond  my  limits  ; and  I shall  confine  myself  to  types, 
and  a few  of  the  more  prominent  varieties. 

No.  11. — Obv.  Double  legend  divided  by  a circle  of  pellets.  Ex- 
terior reads  : + i : emanvel  : u : poetvgalie  : al  : G : vl  : in  : d : G 
Interior  : cn  : ethiopie  : ababie  : pebsie  : in  : Crowned  arms  of  Por- 
tugal within  a circle,  between  o — o Lev.  : IN : HOC  : : SIGNO  : : 
YINCEES : A large  cross  in  the  field;  above  the  cross  three  pel- 

lets. Poriuguez ; gold  ; size  23  ; weight  712£  grains. 

There  was  but  a single  specimen  of  this  coin  known  to  Fernandes, 
which,  at  the  time  he  wrote,  was  in  the  collection  of  the  Infante, 
Don  Luiz,  the  present  king  of  Portugal. 

The  full  reading  of  this  legend  is  as  follows  : Primus  Emanuel  Bex 
Portugalie  Algarbiorum  Gilra  Ultra  in  A frica  Dominies  Guinea,  In  Com- 
mcrcii,  Navagatione  JEthiopc,  Arabia >,  Persia',  India.  This  was  the  title 
assumed  by  the  kings  of  Portugal  subsequent  to  the  voyages  of  A asco 
da  Gama,  Diego  Cam  and  other  navigators.  Like  some  of  our 
modern  politicians,  they  “ claimed  everything,”  but  they  were  not 
quite  as  bad  as  their  neighbors;  the  Spaniards,  who  not  only  placed 
the  two  hemispheres  upon  their  coins,  and  claimed  to  be  lords  of 
the  earth,  but  had  the  additional  impudence  to  add  the  words  plus 
ultra — more  beyond  ! 

When  I first  began  to  collect  coins  I paid  particular  attention  to 
the  copper  issues  of  Portugal,  and  probably  gathered  together  the 
largest  line  of  dates  ever  grouped  in  this  country.  I remember  that 
at  the  very  outset,  I found  myself  puzzled  by  the  word  Algarbiorum, 
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which  I was  unable  to  find  referred  to  any  province  of  Portugal  in 
Europe.  Some  of  my  readers  may  also  be  in  the  dark  in  this  matter. 
Let  me  state,  therefore,  that  Algarbiorum  is  the  Latin  form  of 
Algarves,  or  El  Gharb,  a district  in  the  province  of  Fez,  in  the  Em- 
pire of  Morocco,  which  was  for  a long  time  under  Portuguese  mile. 


No.  12. — Obv.  -f  emanvel  : p : r : p : et  a : dns  : one  Crowned  arms 
of  Portugal.  Bev.  emanvel:  p:  r : r : et  : a:  dns:  gine  -f  A cross 
within  a tressure  of  four  arcs,  with  four  pellets  in  the  angles. 
Cruzado ; gold. 

No.  13. — Obv.  i : emanvel.  r.  r.  et.  a.  d.  gvine  + Crowned  arms  of 
Portugal.  Bev.  i : emanvel  : r : p : et  : a : d : gvine  + Cross  as  in  No. 
12.  Cruzado ; gold. 


No.  14  Obv.  + emanve.  p:  r.  p : et  : a:  d : gvinee  g Crowned 
ai  ms  ot  Portugal  dividing  o— V Bev.  * ini  : * hoc  * signo  * VINCES  * 

lhe  cross  of  the  Order  of  Christ  in  the  field  with  four  stars  in  the 

angles.  Tostao;  silver. 

inn  Tost^  isr^ie  quarter  of  the  Portuguez  of  silver;  its  value  is 

1 , i T7llQ  1 orJ^ez  oi’  g°ld  described  in  No.  11,  was  of  the  value 

of  10  Cruzados,  or  3,900  Reis. 

fp°:  ,T  : EMANVEL  : » : p.  et  : a : d : gvine  + Crowned  arms 

ot  Portugal  dividing  o — V Bev.  in  * hoc  * signo  * vinces  * Cross 

°rr  , 16  of  Christ  m the  field  with  four  stars  in  the  angles. 

lostao;  silver.  ^ 

No.  16.  Obv.  + i : emanvel  : R : P : et  : a : d : gvinee  Crowned  arms 

Tw°  pellets  beneath  the  two  more 
beneath  the  \ Bev  in  * hoc  * signo  * vinces  * Cross  of  the  Order 

ot  Christ  m the  field  with  four  stars  in  the  angles.  Above  the  cross 
are  three  pellets.  Tostao;  silver. 
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No.  17. — Obv.  + i : emanvel  : r : p : et  : a : d : gvine  : Crowned 

arms  of  Portugal  dividing  Li — G Rev.  + in  + hoc  + signo  + vinces  : 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  Christ  in  the  field  with  four  crosslets  in  the 
angles.  Tostao ; silver. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  arms  upon  the  obverse  of  No.  17 
divide  the  letters  I a — Cw  The  L is  the  mint-mark  of  Lisbon,  the  G 
probably  the  initial  of  the  mint-master.  Fernandes,  though  silent  on 
this  latter  point,  gives  a list  of  the  combinations  he  has  seen,  as  fol- 
lows : L — V ©—  V V— lj  P— O L,— U The  latter— No.  17— is  the 
rarest  of  all  the  mint-marks,  and  was  known  to  Fernandes  in  one 
instance  only,  upon  a coin  in  his  own  collection. 

(To  be  continued). 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

( Continued  from  page  87). 

] 799. 

The  cents  of  the  year  1799  are  the  rarest  of  the  copper  issues  of 
the  United  States  mint.  There  exist  but  two  varieties  of  obverse  and 
two  of  reverse  of  the  cents  of  this  year,  so  far  as  we.  have  been  able 
to  ascertain. 

This  statement,  published  in  the  Journal,  in  July,  1880,  Vol.  V,  has 
been  contradicted  but  not  successfully  refuted.  Dr.  Dickeson,  in  his 
American  Numismatic  Manual,  1860,  claims  for  the  cent  of  1799,  four 
varieties,  but  since  he  gives  no  hint  as  to  the  nature  of  these  varia- 
tions, his  statement  is  entitled  to  no  weight.  Another  and  later  com- 
piler of  information  relating  to  the  cents  of  the  United  States,  makes 
three  varieties  of  obverse ; his  third  variety  is  not  satisfactory,  how- 
ever, for  it  is  evidently  from  the  same  die  as  one  of  the  others 
described,  the  variations  claimed  being  but  the  result  of  wear. 

At  the  time  our  former  list  made  its  appearance,  its  compiler  prob- 
ably enjoyed  better  opportunity  for  comparison  of  specimens  of  the 
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cents  of  1799  than  will  ever  be  afforded  to  any  future  writer  upon 
this  theme. 

Then  the  Journal  could  offer  but  two  varieties  of  obverse  and  two 
of  reverse ; nor  has  eight  years  of  close  observation  of  the  specimens 
of  the  cent  of  1799  which  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  our 
publishers,  the  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.,  L’d.,  as  well  as  the  most 
careful  scrutiny  of  those  specimens  exhibited  on  the  auction  boards, 
revealed  any  variations  of  die,  beyond  those  which  we  are  about  to 
describe. 

The  cents  of  1799  are  never  found  in  an  uncirculated  condition ; 
indeed  the  larger  majority  of  the  specimens  found  in  the  cabinets  of 
collectors  are  so  much  worn  as  to  render  their  date  and  genuinness 
a matter  of  doubt. 

Why  the  cents  of  1799  should  be  so  rare,  when  according  to  the 
mint  records  the  issue  was  904,585,  is  a question  which  has  never 
been  satisfactorily  answered.  The  story  of  their  shipment  in  large 
quantities  to  the  coast  of  Africa  by  a firm  in  Salem,  Mass.,  formerly 
accepted  by  collectors,  is  not  now  credited.  Rare  they  are  and  rare 
they  always  will  be,  but  the  reason  must  remain  one  of  the  mysteries 
to  the  end  of  time. 


No.  137. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  base, 

9g  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3£  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  let- 
ter l,  10  ; length  of  date  through  the  centre,  44  ; distance  from  the  figure 
1 to  the  lowest  curl,  \ ; distance  from  the  figure  7 to  the  lowest  curl, 
li-  The  letter  e is  a little  below  the  line  of  its  fellows.  The  date  is 
evenly  spaced ; the  final  9 stands  perfectly  upright  and  exhibits 
beneath  it  traces  of  an  8,  showing  that  this  variety  was  struck  from 
an  altered  die  of  the  preceding  year,  indicated  particularly  by  a line 
which  connects  the  knob  of  the  9 with  the  loop  forming  the  body 
of  the  figure. 

Rev. — Rev.  A. — The  letters  of  the  legend  are  evenly  spaced.  A leaf 
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touches  the  letter  c of  cent,  which  is  below  the  line  of  its  fellows. 
The  figures  of  the  fraction  are  small  and  well  shaped,  Measurements: 
Length  of  word  America  at  base,  9f  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2*  ; left  stem  : ; distance 

between  the  ribbon  ends,  4^  ; length  of  denominator,  2£ ; length  of 
the  dividing  line  of  fraction,  l£.  R8. 


No.  138. — Obv.  Meastirements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  base, 
9^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter Y,  3£ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter,  l,  10J  ; length  of  date  through  the  centre,  44  ; distance  from 
the  figure  1 to  the  lowest  curl,  f ; distance  from  the  figure  7 to 
the  lowest  curl,  14.  The  date  is  curved  and  not  evenly  spaced ; 
the  knobs  of  the  99  are  thick  and  turn  up  sharply ; the  final  9 in- 
clines toward  its  fellow.  Only  traces  of  milling  appear  at  the  border. 

Rev. — Rev.  B. — This  reverse  is  believed  to  be  from  the  same 
die  as  reverse  A after  it  had  been  worked  over  with  the 
graver.  The  letters  and  figures  appear  larger  from  this  cause.  Rev. 
B presents  a peculiarity  which  will  enable  the  collector  to  readily 
distinguish  it  from  Rev.  A.  This  is  a small  projection  between  the 
letter  t of  cent  and  the  letter  e of  one.  It  is  believed  to  be  due  to 
the  removal  of  a small  scale  of  steel  from  the  die  at  the  time  of  re- 
touching. It  invariably  appears  on  Rev.  B and  is-  never  found  on 
Rev.  A.  R7. 

Any  cent  bearing  the  date  1799,  not  exhibiting  the  peculiarities  and 
corresponding  with  the  measurements  given  above,  may  be  safely  set 
down  as  a counterfeit.  Certainly,  it  should  not  be  accepted  without 
subjecting  it  to  the  rigid  scrutiny  of  some  recognized  authority  in 
this  particular  department  of  numismatic  science. 

The  spurious  cents  of  this  date  most  commonly  offered  are  altera- 
tions from  1798.  A good  glass  will  generally  reveal  the  truth  in  this 
particular,  although  Ave  have  seen  instances  where  the  alteration  had 
been  so  skillfully  performed  as  to  render  the  closest  observation 
necessary  for  its  detection. 

( To  be  Continued). 
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The  Coins  *of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from,  page  90). 


No.  131. — Obv.  A pyramid  resting  upon  the  sea,  in  front  of  which 
are  two  castles  connected  by  a half  circle  ; between  the  castles  is  a 
mountain,  above  which  is  a liberty  cap  within  a radiation.  (Device 
typical  of  the  geographical  position  of  Honduras  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans).  Surrounding  the  pyramid  is  a broad 
band,  upon  which  is  the  legend  : MONEDA  PE O VISIONAL  DEL 
ESTADQ  DE  HONDUBAS.  Above,  a quiver  of  four  arrows  be- 
tween two  cornucopias.  Eev.  LIBBE  CEEZCA  FECUNDO  .T. 
1862.  A.  In  the  field,  a tree  dividing  1 — P°  Peso;  copper.  Pattern;  rare. 


No.  132. — Similar.  Tree  divides  2—  P*  2 Pesos;  copper.  Pattern; 
rare. 


No.  133. — Similar, 
rare. 

No.  134. — Similar, 
rare. 


Tree  divides  4 — Ps  4 Pesos;  copper.  Pattern; 
Tree  divides  8 — Ps  8 Pesos;  copper.  Pattern  ; 
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This  beautiful  set  is  very  hard  to  obtain  complete,  the  8 pesos 
being  extremely  rare. 

No.  135.— Obv.  REPUBLIC  A DE  HONDURAS  Birds  eye  view 
of  the  republic  of  Honduras,  a mountainous  country  lying  between 
the  two  oceans,  on  each  of  which  ships  are  seen  sailing,  with  the  city  of 
Tegucigalpa  nestled  amongst  the  hills.  Above,  a pyramid  bearing  the 
device  described  in  No.  131.  Below,  six  flags  crossed,  three  and  three. 
Below  the  flags,  AMERICA  CENTRAL  Between  the  words  are  an 
anchor  and  a bee.  Rev.  '8  | REAL  J 1869  | A (Paris  mint-mark)  within 
a wreath  of  laurel.  Eighth  real;  nickel. 

No.  136. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  135.  Between  the  anchor  and  the 
bee,  barre  (French  die-sinker).  Rev.  '4  | REAL  | 1869  within  a 
wreath  of  laurel.  In  ex.,  A Quarter  real ; nickel. 

No.  137.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  136.  Rev.  '2  | REAL  | 1869  within 
a wreath  of  laurel.  In  ex.,  A Half  real;  nickel. 


No.  138. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  136.  Rev.  1 | REAL  | 1869  within 
a wreath  of  laurel.  In  ex.,  E(ssai)  Beal ; nickel. 

No.  139. — Similar  to  No.  135.  Date  1870.  Eighth  real ; nickel. 

No.  140. — Similar  to  No.  136.  Date  1870.  Quarter,  real ; nickel. 

No.  141. — Similar  to  No.  137.  Date  1870.  Half  real',  nickel. 

No.  142. — Similar  to  No.  138.  Date  1870.  Rev.  has  in  ex.  a Beal; 

nickel. 


No.  143.— Obv.  JOSE.  MARIA.  MEDINA.  CAPITAN.  GEN- 
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ERAL.  PRESIDENTS.  The  pyramid  and  accompanying  device,  as 
described  in  No.  131,  within  a broad  band  which  bears  the  legend  : 
republica.  de  Honduras  .1821.  Above,  a crown  of  seven  feathers 
from  which  two  cornucopias  hang  suspended,  one  on  either  side  of 
the  band.  Below,  an  order.  Behind,  and  projecting  on  either  side 
of  the  cornucopias,  are  six  flags,  three  and  three.  In  ex.,  tasset  (die- 
sinker).  Rev.  HONDURAS.  AMERICA.  CENTRAL  * 1870  * 1 

| REAL  | — within  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel.  Beal ; nickel.  Pat- 
tern ; rare. 


I ! No.  144. — Similar  to  No.  141.  Rev.  has  within  wreath,  *2  | 
REALES  | — 2 Beales  ; nickel.  Pattern  ; rare. 


No.  145. — Similar  to  No.  141.  Rev.  has  within  wreath,  5 I 
REALES  | — 5 Beales ; nickel.  Pattern  ; rare. 

^°-  146.— Obv.  An  elaborate  coat  of  arms,  similar  to  No.  143,  with 
the  exception  that  the  inscription  upon  the  band  reads  : republica 
HONDURAS  1871  Rev.  DIOS  UNION  LIBERTAD.  15  de  set  .1821 
0.900  A tree  between  laurel  branches,  dividing  25 — C Above  the 
tree  are  eleven  stars.  25  Centavos  ; silver. 

No.  147. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  146.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  146.  Tree 
divides  50 — C 50  Centavos;  silver. 

No.  148— Obv.  ESSAI  | DE  | MONNAIE  Rev.  «4  | REAL  I 1872 
within  a wreath  of  oak  and  laurel.  In  ex.,  a Pattern  for  quarter 
real ; aluminum.  * 
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No.  149. — Obv.  Arms  of  Honduras,  a volcano  surmounted  by  a. 
liberty  cap  between  two  towers  upon  a pyramid  which  rests  upon  the 
sea,  within  a small  circle.  Surrounding  the  circle  and  within  a second 
circle  : republica  de  Honduras  Following  Honduras  is  a minute  head 
of  Pallas  within  a circle.  Surmounting  these  arms  is  a small  coronet 
of  feathers, to  which  are  tied  two  ribbons.  Supporting  are  flags  and  two 
cornucopias.  Upon  the  drapery  of  the  lower  right  hand  flag,  frener  f. 
In  ex.,  0.900 — a flower — 25  gM0!S  | UN  PESO — a flower — 1882.  Rev. 
15  DE  SETIEMBRE  DE  1821.  Liberty  standing  beside  an  altar, 
holding  in  the  right  hand  a flag  upon  which  are  five  stars  and  the 
word  union, the  left  supporting  an  open  book  which  rests  upon  the  altar. 
Upon  the  pages  of  the  book  : cons  | titu  | cion  | a triangle  | paz 
pro  | gre  | so  i | liber  | tad  Upon  the  altar : 27  | de  | agosto  | de 
1876  To  the  left  is  the  trident  of  Neptune,  a dolphin  and  the  letter 
P combined  ; to  the  right  the  trident,  dolphin  and  letter  A similarly 
combined.  . In  ex.,  CENTRO-AMERICA  Peso;  silver. 

No.  150. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  149.  In  ex.,  0.900  | * | 50  CENTS — 

* I 1884.  Half  peso  ; silver. 

No.  151. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  149.  In  ex.,  0.900  | * | 25  CENTb  | 

* | 1884.  Quarter  peso  ; silver. 

No.  152. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  149,  but  the  letters  of  the  legend 
are  larger,  frener  on  the  right  hand  flag.  Date  1885.  Rev.  Simi- 
lar to  No.  149,  but  the  legend  and  design  larger.  Peso;  silver. 

Tegucigalpa. 

The  city  of  Tegucigalpa  is  the  largest  and  in  every  way  the  most 
important  in  Honduras,  although  the  capital  is  at  Comayagua,  some 
25  leagues  distant.  In  former  times  Tegucigalpa  was  the  residence  of 
a Deputy  Intendant  and  the  centre  of  a large  mining  population. 
The  city  is  described  as  occupying  a wild,  romantic  situation  amid  the 
surrounding  mountains.  It  contains  a handsome  cathedral,  several 
convents  and  many  fine  residences  built  after  the  Spanish  stjde.  We 
find  in  our  collection  one  coin  issued  by  this  city,  which  is  thus  des- 
cribed. 

No.  153.— Obv.  +2  R,  M.  PROVISIONAL.  Crowned  arms  of 
Castile  and  Leon  between  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  very  rudely  executed.. 
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Rev.  TEGYSIGALPA  L.  A 1823  A cross  with  the  castles  of  Castile 
and  the  lions  of  Leon  in  the  angles.  Outside  the  castles  and  lions  are 
four  crescents.  Tivo  reales  ; silver. 

Truxillo. 

Truxillo  is  the  principal  seaport  of  the  republic  of  Honduras  on 
the  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  a small  but  important  town  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  a high  bluff  overlooking  the  Bay  of  Honduras.  We  know  of  but 
one  coin  bearing  the  name  of  this  town,  a proclamation  peseta,  struck 
during  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  VII. 

No.  154.— Obv.  .A.  FERNANDO.  VII.  REY.  DE.  ESP.  E.  IND. 
Bust  of  the  king  to  right.  In  ex.,  1808  Rev.  + PROCLA.  EN. 
LA.  C.  DE.  TRUXILLO.  RNO.  DE.  GUAT.  In  the  field  a shield 
dividing  . 2 . . R . Upon  the  shield  is  a castle  on  the  seashore  (the 
arms  of  Truxillo).  Above  the  shield,  a large  detached  crown.  2 
Beales ; silver. 

( To  be  continued ). 


Colonial  Patterns. 

( Continued  from  page  75). 

TBie  Confederatios. 

It  seemes  to  us  that  Crosby  is  entirely  justified  in  terming  the 
Confederatios  patterns,  although  from  this  opinion  many  numismat- 
ists have  expressed  dissent.  History  they  have  none,  and  though 
Crosby  tries  to  connect  them  with  the  Excelsior  tokens  and  to  ascribe 
to  both  a common  origin,  he  by  no  means  proves  his  position,  simply 
v showing  that  both  were  struck  in  connection  with  the  Immunis 
Columbia,  Inimica  Tyrannis  and  other  dies. 

Whatever  may  be  the  origin  of  the  Condederatios,  it  is  certain  that 
they  were  struck  as  experiments  during  that  period  of  experiments 
directed  toward  a National  coinage,  1783-1792.  Undoubtedly  they 
were  the  work  of  private  parties,  but  the  peculiar  legend  and  device 
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wliicli  they  bear  would  seem  to  prove  that  they  were  conceived  with 
a view  to  their  adoption  as  regular  coins,  failing  which  they  can  be 
regarded  as  patterns  and  nothing  else. 

No.  13. — Obv.  confederatio  .1785.  A cluster  of  thirteen  large 
stars  within  a radiated  circle  consisting  of  twenty-five  groups  of  rays. 

Rev.  immunis  Columbia  The  Goddess  of  Liberty  seated  on  a. 
globe  to  right,  supporting  with  the  right  hand  a flag  attached  to  a. 
pole  which  is  surmounted  by  a liberty  cap  and  holding  the  scales  of 
justice  in  the  left.  Borders,  serrated;  edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  18. 

No.  14. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  13. 

Rev.  .inimica  tyrannis  Americana.  An  Indian  standing  beside  an 
altar  with  the  right  foot  resting  upon  a crown,  holding  in  the  right 
hand  an  arrow,  in  the  left  a bow,  and  supporting  upon  the  back  a. 
quiver  of  arrows.  Borders,  serrated  ; edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  18. 

No.  15. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  13. 

Rev.  .inimica  tyrannis  America  The  Indian  standing  beside  the 
altar  as  described  in  No.  14.  Borders,  serrated  ; edge,  plain.  Cop- 
per; size  18. 

No.  10. — Obv.  libertas  et  justitia  .1785.  U S in  script  in  mono- 
gram, within  a heavy  wreath.  Edge,  plain.  Copper ; size  17. 

No.  17. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  13. 

Rev.  gen.  WASHINGTON.  Bust  of  Washington  in  military  dress,  to 
right.  Border  and  edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  184. 

No.  18. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  13. 

Rev.  * e.  pluribus  UNUM  1786  An  eagle  displayed,  bearing  upon 
its  breast  a shield,  holding  in  the  right  talon  a bundle  of  arrows,  in 
the  left  an  olive  branch.  Surrounding  the  head  are  thirteen  stars. 
Border  and  edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  184. 

No.  19.— Obv.  * e * pluribus  * unum  A shield,  six  pales  gules, 
a chief  azure.  Borders,  serrated  ; edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  18. 

No.  20. — Obv.  confederatio  .1785.  A cluster  of  thirteen  small 
stars  within  a radiated  circle  consisting  of  sixteen  groups  of  rays. 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  14.  Borders,  serrated;  edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  18. 

No.  21. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  20. 

Rev.  e.  pluribus  unum  * a clover  leaf  1787  * An  eagle  displayed, 
bearing  upon  its  breast  a shield  and  holding  in  the  right  talon  an 
olive  branch,  in  the  left  a bundle  of  arrows.  Surrounding  the  head 
are  thirteen  stars.  Borders,  milled  ; edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  18.  * 

There  is  but  little  to  be  said  concerning  the  history  of  this  strik- 
ing series.  Crosby  alludes  to  it  as  follows  : 

“ It  is  very  probable  that  some  of  these  dies  were  designed  as  pat- 
terns for  the  coins  of  New  Jersey,  while  others  were  intended  for 
those  of  New  York  ; and  some,  perhaps,  sprung  from  the  more  ambi- 
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tious  motive  of  furnishing  a coin  for  national  adoption,  the  Wash- 
ington pieces  of  this  group  being  not  inappropriate,  in  respect  to 
the  ideas  expressed  upon  them,  for  such  a purpose. 

“ The  dies  of  these  patterns  we  believe  to  have  been  made  by 
Thomas  Wyon,  of  Birmingham,  England,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
most  of  the  impressions  from  them  were  struck  there  ; but  it  appears 
certain  that  one  of  the  dies  was  brought  to  America  and  used  here, 
as  it  forms  the  reverse  of  one  of  the  New  Jersey  coins. 

“ The  fact  that  the  date  of  the  obverse,  with  which  this  reverse  die 
first  appeared,  is  that  of  the  earliest  coins  of  New  Jersey,  suggests 
that  this  die  was  the  pattern  adopted  for  the  coins  of  that  state,  and 
was  procured  and  preserved  as  a model  for  other  dies  until  the  year 
following,  when  it  was  brought  into  use,  but  to  a very  limited  extent, 
as  we  find  but  two  specimens  bearing  its  impress. 

“ Implicit  reliance  as  to  the  common  origin  of  two  dies  cannot  be 
reposed  in  a judgment  based  upon  their  presence  upon  the  same 
planchet ; but  when  this  evidence  is  supported  by  a marked  similarity 
in  the  workmanship  of  the  dies,  it  may  be  taken  as  conclusive. 

“ The  inimica.  tyrannis.  America  [No.  15]  furnishes  an  interesting 
instance  of  a narrow  escape  from  the  loss  of  an  important  specimen. 
It  was  found  in  digging  up  an  old  drain,  in  Bei'lin,  Connecticut,  in 
1861.  How  many  varieties  of  coins  have  been  thus  lost,  but  not  so 
fortunately  recovered,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.” 

The  Confederatios  are  all  the  rarest  of  the  rare.  If  Mr.  Crosby 
owned  any  specimens  of  the  series,  he  must  have  disposed  of  them 
privately,  for  they  do  not  appear  in  the  catalogue  of  the  sale  of  his 
collection,  June  27-29,  1883.  No.  14  sold  in  the  celebrated  Macoy 
sale,  May  17-21, 1864,  for  $126.  The  same  variety- — possibly  the  same 
piece — realized  $140  in  the  Bushnell  sale.  We  cannot  recall  that  any 
of  the  other  varieties  have  appeared  in  auction  sales. 

No.  .22. — Obv.  Washington  & independence  1783  Laureated  bust  of 
Washington  to  left. 

Rev.  unity  states  of  America  one  | cent  between  two  olive 
branches,  tied  at  the  stems  by  a ribbon.  In  ex.,  1/100  Borders,  mill- 
ed ; edge,  plain.  Copper  ; size  17£. 

Here  is  another  of  those  mysterious  pieces  which  appeared  in  such 
numbers  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

It  is,  perhaps,  straining  a point  to  class  the  Unity  States  among 
jjatterns;  yet  such  to  our  mind  seems  to  be  its  proper  place,  although 
the  fact  of  so  large  a number  having  been  put  in  circulation,  proves 
conclusively  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  original  motive  of  its 
designer,  his  ultimate  object  was  gain. 

( To  be  continued). 
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American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 

Sir : — I have  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  abstract  from 
the  minutes  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

“ The  Annual  and  Anniversary  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at 
the  Society’s  rooms,  New  York  University  Building,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  March  20,  1888,  at  eight  o’clock,  President  Parish  presiding. 

“ The  Executive  Committee  reported  as  follows  : ‘ During  the  past 

year  we  have  held  four  Begular,  three  Special  and  ten  Numismatic 
meetings  ; also  eight  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Our  rolls 
now  consists  of  twenty-one  Honorary,  eiglity-tliree  Corresponding 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  Besident  members.  Our  Society  now 
comprises  a sufficient  number  of  members  to  enable  us  not  only  to 
meet  our  current  expenses,  but  to  look  forward  to  securing  better 
and  more  commodious  rooms.  A committee  has  been  appointed 
relative  to  this  object,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  an  advantageous 
change  we  can  present  the  Society  to  the  public  in  a more  favorable 
light  and  make  it  more  attractive.’ 

“The  terms  of  two-year  Corresponding  Members,  Ferdinand 
Duemmler,  of  Halle,  Germany,  and  Isaac  Myer,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
having  expired,  they  were  unanimously  elected  Permanent  Corres- 
ponding Members. 

“The  Loom  Committee  reported  that  the  Numismatic  and  Arclmeolo- 
gical  meetings  have  been  successfully  continued  during  the  past  year. 
Ten  meetings  were  held  during  the  period,  at  each  of  which  a paper 
was  read,  or  an  address  made  by  some  member,  together  with  inter- 
esting exhibitions  of  coins,  medals,  etc. 

“ The  Treasurer  reported  that  the  Society  had  paid  all  its  expenses 
and  had  a balance  on  hand  of  8187.99.  That  the  total  of  the  perma- 
nent funds  of  the  Society  amounts  to  84184.26. 

“ The  Librarian  reported  receipts  during  the  year  of  314  bound 
volumes,  periodicals,  pamphlets,  etc.  Our  library  now  contains  a 
total  of  3328  volumes,  exclusive  of  duplicates. 

“ The  Curator  of  Numismatics  reported  as  follows  : ‘ Though  the 

number  of  pieces  which  have  been  added  to  the  Society’s  cabinet 
does  not  equal  that  of  the  two  previous  years,  the  importance  of  the 
additions  is  none  the  less.  The  series  of  English  medals  has  been 
enriched  by  magnificent  specimens  in  silver  and  bronze,  and  other 
notable  additions  have  been  made.  During  the  year  we  have  received 
a total  of  264  pieces.  Since  the  last  meeting  donations  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Messrs.  G.  AY.  Bode,  Stewart  Culin,  J.  Earnest  G.  Yalden, 
Edward  Groh,  Thomas  Warner,  and  the  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Co.’ 
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Vice  Presidents. 


“ The  Historiographer  reported  the  death  of  three  members  during 
the  year,  as  follows  : C.  Wyllys  Betts,  Eugene  C.  Spofford  and  Hon. 

Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  and  read  appropriate  obituary  notices. 

“ In  the  absence  of  the  Curator  of  Archaeology  there  was  no  report. 

“ The  annual  election  was  then  held,  resulting  as  follows  : 

Daniel  Parish,  Jr.,  President. 

Andrew  C.  Zabriskie, 

Wm.  Poillon, 

James  Oliver, 

David  L.  Walter, 

H.  Bussell  Drowne,  Secretary. 

Benjamin  Betts,  Treasurer. 

Lyman  H.  Low,  Librarian. 

Charles  H.  Wright,  Curator  of  Numismatics. 

Dr.  Josef  Wiener,  Curator  of  Archeology. 

Charles  Pryer,  Historiographer. 

“The  President  appointed  as  members  of  the  Boom  Committee  for 
the  ensuing  year,  Messrs.  David  L.  Walter,  John  M.  Dodd,  Jr.,  and 
Frank  W.  Doughty. 

“ Mr.  Wm  Poillon  moved  that  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  have 
the  Annual  Proceedings  for  1888  printed,  together  with  the  papers 
read  before  the  Society  during  the  year. — Carried. 

“ On  motion  adjourned. 

H.  Bussell  Drowne,  Secretary.” 


Numismatic  Notes. 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  a complete  set  of  Confederate 
notes  numbers  1800  varieties. 

* The  recent  election  of  officers  by  the  American  Numismatic  and 
Archaeological  Society  will  be  found  fully  reported  in  the  current 
number,  in  an  abstract  from  the  Society’s  minutes,  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  H.  Bussell  Drowne. 

—A  valuable  addition  to  numismatic  literature  will  be  the  monograph 
of  the  coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Lyman  H.  Low, 
Librarian  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society', 
now  in  course  of  publication  in  the  Journal.  No  essay  on  this  in- 
teresting but  obscure  series  has  been  previously  attempted. 

— The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  is  the  largest,  the  brightest,  the 
most  extensively  illustrated  and  altogether  the  best  numismatic  pub- 
lication in  America.  As  no  man  can  hope  to  collect  coins  intelli- 
gently without  the  Coin  Collector  Journal,  we  would  respectfully 
suggest  to  our  subscribers  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  charity  on  their 
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part  to  call  the  attention  of  their  numismatic  friends  to  our  merits,, 
in  order  that  their  names  may  be  added  to  our  large  and  constantly 
increasing  subscription  list. 

— Among  the  important  communications  to  the  foreign  numismatic 
publications  during  the  year  1887,  may  be  mentioned  the  following  : 

London  Numismatic  Gnronicle : — New  Greek  Coins  of  Bactria  and 
India,  by  Percy  Gardner.  Exchange  value  of  Cyziane  Staters,  by  the 
same  author.  On  a coin  of  a Second  Carausius,  Caesar  in  Britain  in 
the  fifth  century,  by  A.  J.  Evans.  Coinage  of  Elfwald  II  (806-807), 
by  Nathan  Heywood.  Essay  on  the  earliest  Scandinavian  coinage, 
by  C.  F.  Keary.  On  some  peculiar  Mediaeval  Milanese  types,  by  John 
G.  Hall.  English  personal  medals  from  1760,  by  H.  A.  Grueber. 

Revue  Numismatique : — Essay  on  the  numismatics  of  the  kings  of 
Bithynia  (continuation  and  end)  by  Beinacli.  Notes  upon  ancient 
counterstamps  and  certain  numismatic  oddities,  by  Engel.  Essay  on 
the  coins  of  John  de  Cliateauvillain,  Lord  of  Bourbon-Lancy,  by 
Caron.  History  of  a series  of  jetons  made  in  resemblance  to  the 
French  at  Sedan,  in  the  time  of  Louis  XIII,  by  Boyer. 

Annuaire  de  la  Socieie  francaise  de  numismatique : — Besearclies  upon 
the  Boman  Imperial  coins  not  described  in  the  work  of  H.  Cohen,  by 
A.  de  Belfort  (continuation).  Coins,  J etons  and  Medals  of  the  Bishops 
of  Metz,  by  P.  C.  Bobert  (continuation).  Denier  of  Henri  de  Sully, 
'Lord  of  Chateau  Maillant  of  the  type  of  the  coins  of  Perigord  by  E. 
Caron.  History  of  French  coins  struck  during  the  year  1886,  by  L. 
Sudre. 

Bulletino  di  numismatica  e sfragistica  'per  la  storia  d’  Italia  : — Essay 
upon  an  unedited  Guilio  of  Pope  Leon  XI,  by  M.  Santoni.  The 
coins  of  Macerata  and  the  province  of  Marca,  by  MM.  Santoni  and  F. 
Baffaeli.  The  mint  of  Montebruno.  A seal  of  the  Gozzadini  family 
of  Bologna,  by  G.  Gozzadini. 

—Is  it  not  strange  that  so  great  an  apathy  seems  to  be  shown  among 
our  wealthy  American  collectors  concerning  the  local  numismatic 
history  of  their  own  country?  Abroad  one  can  hardly  mention  a 
town  of  any  importance  which  does  not  boast  of  some  book  or  essay 
upon  its  numismatic  history,  but  in  the  United  States  nothing  of  the 
sort  that  is  worthy  of  mention,  outside  of  some  of  our  oavu  humble 
efforts,  exists.  Certainly  this  condition  of  things  should  be  changed. 
We  h ave  among  us  both  collectors  competent  to  write  and  collectors 
well  able  to  meet  the  expense  of  publication.  Why  cannot  these  two 
classes  combine  their  efforts?  If  our  wealthy  collectors  do  not  care 
to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  the  preparation  of  some  work  of  local 
numismatic  value,  let  them  at  least  devote  the  money ; and  by  this 
means  make  a name  and  a place  for  themselves  in  the  annals  of 
American  numismatic  literature. 
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The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  H.  LOW. 

{Continued  from  page  100). 


No.  18. — Obv.  + i : emanvel  : r p : et  : a:  d:  gvine.  Crowned  arms  of 
Portugal  dividing  V — Ij  Rev.  in  * hoc  * signo  * VINOEES.*  Cross  of 
tlie  order  of  Christ  in  the  held.  Tostao;  silver. 

No.  19. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  18.  Arms  divide  L — V Rev.  Simi- 
lar to  No.  18,  but  the  stars  between  the  words  of  the  legend  are  very 
small.  Tostao ; silver. 


No.  20. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  18.  Arms  divide  V — I;  Rev.  Simi- 
lar to  No.  18.  vinces  spelt  with  one  e ; small  stars ; colons  before 
in  and  after  vinces  Three  pellets  above  the  cross.  Tostao;  silver. 


No.  21. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  18.  Arms  divide  V — L Rev.  in* 
hoc  * SIGNO  * vinces  * Cross  of  the  order  of  Christ  in  the  held  with 
three  pellets  above.  Tostao;  silver. 


114 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


August, 


No.  22. — Obv.  : i : emanyel  : r : r : et  : a:  d:  one  + Five  shields 
arranged  in  the  form  of  a cross.  Rev.  : i : emanyel.  r.  p.  et.  a:  d : 
GVIN  + A cross  in  the  held  with  o o o o in  the  angles.  Meio  Tos- 
tao;  silver. 

No.  23. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  22.  Legend  reads  gne  Rev.  Same 
as  No.  22.  Meio  Tostno;  silver. 

No.  24. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  22.  Legend  reads  gine.  Rev.  Same 
as  No.  22.  Meio  Tostao ; silver. 

Fernandez  alludes  to  a coin  called  the  Indio,  which  has  the  value 
of  33  reis,  which  he  claims  has  existence,  although  he  never  saw  a 
specimen.  Although  it  bore  legends  similar  to  the  Tostaos  and  the 
Reales  which  I am  about  to  describe,  it  was  struck  for  circulation  in 
Goa  and  Daman  in  India. 


No.  25. — Obv.  i.  emanyel.  r.  p.  et.  a.  d.  g.  Crowned  arms  of  Por- 
tugal between  o — o Rev.  i.  emanyel.  r.  p.  et.  - a.  d.  g + In  the 
field  31  crowned,  dividing  O — L Rent:  silver.  This  coin  had  the 
value  of  20  iris.  It  was,  according  to  Fernandez,  called  also  the  vin- 
tem.  The  letter  31  is  the  initial  of  the  king’s  name. 


No.  '20.  — ,Obv.  i:  emanyel.  r.  r.  et.  a.  d.  g + Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal  between  o — o Rev.  : i : emanyel  : R : r : et  : a : d : 
gyi  : 4-  In  the  field,  31  crowned,  dividing  o — o | 1^  Real;  silver. 
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No.  27. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  26. 
as  No.  26.  Real;  silver. 

No.  28. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  26. 


Legend  reads  gvin.  Ilev.  Same 
Legend  reads  : i : emanvel  : r : 


p : et  : a.  d : gvine  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  gvine 
+ Real ; silver. 


No.  29. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads/ 1 : emanvell  : r : 
p : et  : a : d : g.  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  gvine  : + 
Real;  silver. 

No.  30. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  : fmanvel  : r:  p: 
et  : a : d : gvine  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  : i : eman- 
vel : r : p : et  : a : d gin  : + Real ; silver. 


No-  Obv.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  emanvel.  p.  r.  p. 
et.  a d g^  inee  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  26.  Legend  reads  emanvel  : 
P : R : r : et  : a d : gvine  : -f  Crowned  divides  P — © Real;  silver. 


No.  32. — Obv.  manveles  : p 


R : p : et  : a : d : gne  : -f 


Crowned 
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arms  of  Portugal  as  in  No.  26.  Rev.  emanveles  : p : r : p : et  : a : d : 
gin  : + In  the  field  M crowned,  dividing  o — o Below,  . P . Real; 
silver. 

No.  33. — Similar  to  No.  32.  Legend  reads  : emannvel  : p : r : p : et  : 
a : d.  gvine  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  32.  Legend  reads  emanvel  : 
P : R : p : et  : a : d : gvine  + Real;  silver. 

No.  34. — Obv.  emanvel  : p : r : p : et  : a : d : G : + Five  shields 


arranged  in  the  form  of  a cross.  Rev.  emanvel  :p:r:f:et:a:d: 
G : + In  the  field,  the  cross  of  Aviz.  Meio  real ; silver. 

No.  35. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  34.  Legend  reads  manvel  : p : r : 
p : et  : a : d : ge  + Rev.  Similar  to  No.  34.  Legend  reads  manvel  : 

P : R : P.  ET  : a : d : ge  -f  Meio  Real;  silver. 

No.  36. — Obv.  i : emanvel.  p:  r : p.  + Five  shields  arranged  in  the 
form  of  a cross.  Rev.  i : emanvel  : p.  a.  d : g : + In  the  field  the 

letter  M crowned  between  o — o Cinquinno;  silver ; size  74. 

This  coin  was  of  the  value  of  10  reis. 

( To  be  continued). 

The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

(Continued  from  page  102). 

1800. 

The  varieties  of  the  cent  of  the  year  1800  are  neither  numerous 
nor  important,  the  points  of  difference  being  slight,  and  generally 
caused  by  the  alteration  or  “ tooling  ” of  some  die  which  had  already 
seen  service  at  the  mint. 

The  type  remains  the  same  and  even  the  measurements  approach  so 
closely  to  each  other  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  distinguish  the  differ- 
ent varieties.  Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  cents  of  this 
year  is  the  peculiar  tendency  manifested  by  the  reverse  dies  to  break 
at  the  fraction. 

No.  139. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  l,  9$  ; length  of  date  through  centre,  44  ; distance  from  the 
figure  1 to  the  lowest  curl,  $ Upon  this  obverse  the  letters  e and  r 
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and  sometimes  the  t are  very  weakly  impressed,  owing  to  a 
crack  in  the  reverse  die  directly  opposite  those  letters.  The  letter 
r stands  very  close  to  the  hair  but  does  not  touch.  This  die  was  cut 
over  an  obverse  die  of  1798,  the  figure  8 of  the  date  showing  part  of 
7,  while  the  two  ciphers  show  behind  them  the  9 and  8,  somewhat 
faintly,  it  is  true,  but  still  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  permit  their 
detection  by  aid  of  a glass.  The  date  is  curved  and  evenly  spaced  ; 
the  upper  right  corner  of  the  figure  1 is  beneath  the  shoulder ; the 
last  cipher  stands  quite  close  to  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  A. — Upon  this  reverse  there  will  be  found  19  leaves  and 
5 berries  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath  and  16  leaves  and  5 ber- 
ries on  the  left.  The  die  was  badly  broken,  the  cracks  showing 
themselves  as  follows : Between  the  letters  r and  i of  AMERICA, 
through  the  lower  part  of  c to  the  left  foot  a ; from  the  border  mill- 
ing above  the  letter  c,  passing  through  the  centre  of  the  final  a,  nearly 
obliterating  the  fraction,  thence  passing  upward,  just  touching  the  end 
of  the  right  stem,  to  the  wreath,  thence  through  the  letter  e of  united 
to  the  border  milling  beyond  ; again  from  the  letter  n of  cent  through 
the  o of  one  to  the  border,  passing  through  the  letters  s and  t of 
states  ; the  letters  stat  are  connected  by  still  another  break.  Meas- 
urements : Distance  from  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath  to  the  top  of  the  letter  o in  of,  3f ; distance  from  the  same 
point  to  the  top  of  the  letter  a of  states,  4f  ; length  of  wreath  stems 
from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 24,  left  stem  : 24 ; dis- 
tance between  the  ribbon  ends,  44-  R3. 

No.  140. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  139. 

Rev. — Rev.  B. — Upon  this  reverse  all  the  letters  present  ragged 
edges  ; the  letters  ame  of  America  are  connected  at  the  base  ; there  is  a 
lump  beneath  the  letter  i of  amerjca  ; a crack  extends  through  the 
first  cipher  of  the  fraction  upward  to  the  left  ribbon.  Measurements  : 
Same  as  those  upon  Rev.  A.  R4. 


No.  141. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9-J;  distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  let- 


No.  141. 


Rev.  C. 
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ter  l,  9f ; length  of  date,  4f  ; distance  from  the  figure  1 to  the  lowest 
curl,  d-  This  die  was  cut  over  a die  of  1799,  the  figures  7 and  9 
showing  plainly  beneath  the  8 and  the  first  0,  while  beneath  the  final 
0 a very  faint  trace  of  the  9 can  be  seen.  The  date  is  curved  and 
evenly  spaced ; the  final  0 is  not  so  close  to  the  bust  as  on  No.  139. 
The  letter  r is  distant  from  the  hair.  This  die,  though  designed  for 
a cent  of  1799,  was  never  brought  into  use. 

Rev. — Rev.  C. — The  letters  are  all  very  clearly  defined;  the  M and  e of 
America  connect  at  the  base  ; the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  has  a 
decided  slope  to  the  right.  Measurements  : Same  as  No.  1.  R1.  On 

some  specimens  of  this  reverse  a crack  appears,  beginning  at  the 
centre  of  the  letter  I of  AMERICA,  passing  through  the  final  c,  the  right 
ribbon,  the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  and  the  figure  1 of  the  de- 
nominator, to  the  border  milling  opposite  the  letter  u of  united. 
Specimens  showing  these  cracks  are  decidedly  rare. 

No.  142. — ObV.  Same  as  No.  141. 

Rev. — Rev.  D. — Upon  this  reverse  there  is  a die-crack  beginning 
at  the  final  0 of  the  fraction,  passing  upward  through  the  dividing 
line  and  left  ribbon,  touching  the  base  of  the  letter  u of  united, 
thence  through  the  N to  the  border  milling  beyond.  Measurements : 
Same  as  No.  139.  R1. 

No.  143. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 

base,  9^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3£ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left 
point  of  the  letter  l,  9f ; distance  between  the  hair  and  the  letter 
R,  d ; length  of  date,  4§.  This  obverse  was  cut  over  a partly- 
finished  die,  made  during  the  last  years  of  the  preceding  century, 
the  date  reading  179,  being  so  left  that  it  might  be  filled  out  as 
occasion  required.  The  letter  l is  below  the  line  of  its  fellows,  and 
nearer  to  the  i than  usual ; the  date  is  slightly  curved ; the  figure 
8 shows  very  slight  traces  of  the  7 beneath  it,  while  the  9 is  plainly 
to  be  seen  beneath  the  first  0 ; the  final  0 leans  toward  its  companion. 

Rev. — Rev.  E. — This  reverse  exhibits  a slight  crack  beginning  at  the 
base  of  the  final  a of  America,  extending  through  the  dividing  line  of  the 
fraction,  barely  touching  the  figure  1 of  the  denominator,  to  the  bor- 
der milling  opposite  the  letter  u of  united.  The  border  milling  is 
broken  from  a point  near  the  letter  c of  America  to  a point  below  the 
fraction.  Measurements  : Same  as  No.  139.  Rl. 

No.  144. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9d;  distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  3^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  L,  10;  length  of  date,  4f.  The  date  touches  the  border  milling, 
and  is  also  nearer  the  bust  than  on  No.  143;  the  figure  7 shows  itself 
more  distinctly  beneath  the  8 than  on  No.  143. 
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Bey. — Rev.  E. — B1. 

No.  145. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  144. 

Bev. — Rev.  F. — Upon  this  die  a slight  crack,  beginning  at  the  left 
of  the  final  s of  states,  passes  through  the  letter  e to  the  border 
milling  beyond.  Measurements  : Same  as  No.  139.  B1. 

No.  146. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  base, 

9^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9^  ; length  of  date,  5.  Upon  this  obverse  the  letter  l is 
nearer  to  the  i than  upon  any  of  the  preceding  varieties.  This  die 
exhibits  several  important  defects  ; it  is  broken  from  a point  at  the 
border  to  the  left  of  the  letter  b,  the  crack  extending  downward 
through  the  hair  to  the  base  of  e.  The  date  is  unevenly  curved,  well 
spaced  and  fully  formed,  but  the  figures  1 and  8 are  long  and  inclined 
too  much  toward  the  0 ; the  top  of  the  1 is  very  close  to  the  lowest 
curl.  From  the  centre  of  the  first  0 an  irregular,  raised  lump  extends 
to  the  border  below  the  final  0,  a similar  defect  being  seen  below  the 
end  of  the  hair  ribbon  to  the  left. 

Bev. — Rev.  G. — The  letters  upon  this  die  all  exhibit  slight  defects, 
principally  in  the  form  of  scratches  on  their  margins,  the  most 
noticeable  being  on  the  letters  N,  t and  d of  united.  A small  dot, 
about  the  size  of  a period,  is  to  be  seen  just  above  the  point  of  the 
highest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath.  Measurements : Same 

as  No.  139. 


No.  147.— Obv.  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base,  9 ; distance 
from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  y,  34  ; 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,"9|;  length  of  date,  5.  The  letters  erty  touch  the  border  (not 
so  lepiesented  in  our  illustration),  the  letters  are  evenly  spaced  and 
correctly  formed,  with  the  exception  of  the  y,  which  has  the  left  end 
of  the  stand  missing.  The  date  is  curved,  perfectly  formed  and  even- 
ly spaced. 

Rev.  H.  This  die  exhibits  three  cracks,  one  beginning  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  letter  i of  America,  extending  through  the  centre  of 
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the  letters  ca,  downward  to  the  final  0 of  the  fraction ; another 
from  the  left  ribbon  directly  downward,  touching  the  figure  1 of 
the  denominator ; another  still,  a very  slight  crack,  from  the  end 
of  the  right  ribbon  to  the  top  of  the  final  a of  AMERICA.  Measurements : 
Same  as  No.  139.  R5. 

No.  148. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  base,  9; 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter  y,  3^ ; 
distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the  letter  l, 
9§ ; length  of  date,  4f . The  figure  1 is  very  close  to  the  lowest  curl ; 
both  ciphers  are  unfinished  at  base,  being  mere  outlines,  particularly 
the  final  one. 

Rev. — Rev.  I. — The  letter  c of  cent  is  imperfectly  formed.  3Ieas- 
urements  : Same  as  No.  139,  with  the  exception  of  the  length  of  the 
wreath  stems,  the  right  stem  being  2^-,  the  left  2.  Rl. 

No.  149. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  148.  The  ciphers  are  perfect  at  the 
base  although  the  lines  are  very  thin. 

Rev. — Rev.  J. — This  die  presents  a crack  beginning  at  the  border 
above  the  f in  of  and  extending  to  the  top  of  that  letter ; another  be- 
ginning at  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the  letter  e of  united, 
touches  the  D and  extends  upward  to  the  border  at  a point  midway 
between  that  letter  and  the  first  s of  states  ; another  still  begins  at 
the  border  between  the  letters  s and  t of  states,  touching  the  former 
and  extending  to  the  pair  of  leaves  beneath.  Measurements : Same  as 
No.  139.  R1. 

No.  150. — Obv.  This  is  from  the  same  die  as  No.  149,  but  after  it 
had  been  broken  and  tooled.  The  crack  begins  at  the  hair,  back  of 
the  shoulder,  and  extends  to  the  border  on  the  left.  The  letters  b 
and  r have  been  tooled  and  are  misshapen,  and  the  same  is  true  with 
both  ciphers  in  the  date. 

Rev. — Rev.  K. — The  left  doAvn-stroke  of  the  crosslet  of  the  first  t 
of  states  is  double  ; a scratch  crosses  the  right  ribbon  almost  in  a line 
Avitli  the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction.  Measurements  : Same  as  No.  139. 
The  planchets  upon  which  Nos.  148,  149  and  150  were  struck  are 
broader  than  others  of  the  cents  of  this  year.  These  numbers  may  be 
also  identified  by  the  border  milling  on  their  reverses,  which  is  much 
longer  than  on  other  varieties. 

( To  be  continued). 

The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  107). 

San  Salvador. 

San  Salvador  is  the  smallest  of  the  five  Central  American  states ; 
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it  lies  along  tlie  Pacific  coast  between  Guatemala  and  Nicaragua.  In 
ante-revolutionary  times,  this  was  tlie  alcaldia-mayor  of  Zonzonate, 
and  the  proclamation  pieces  bearing  the  words  San  Salvador 
refer  to  the  city,  and  not  to  the  state  now  known  by  that  name. 

The  city  of  San  Salvador  stands  in  a beautiful  valley  surrounded 
by  wooded  mountains  for  the  most  part  active  volcanoes.  It  is  a 
place  of  considerable  size  and  is  the  centre  of  a large  trade,  and 
although  many  times  entirely  leveled  by  earthquakes,  has  main- 
tained its  original  location,  and  bears  the  reputation  of  being  the 
most  wide-awake  of  the  various  cities  of  the  Central  American  states. 
San  Salvador  was  first  settled  in  1528,  thirty-six  years  after  the  dis- 
covery of  America.  It  was  created  a city  by  the  Emperor  Charles  , 
in  1545. 

The  coins  of  San  Salvador  are  few  in  number  ; indeed, ‘it  may  be 
said  lhat  of  regular  issue,  there  are  none.  Proclamation  pieces  were 
issued  by  Charles  IV  and  Ferdinand  VII  for  the  city.  We  have  never 
met  with  a specimen  of  the  coinage  of  the  former  monarch,  but  from 
a description  wre  learn  that  it  bore  the  king’s  bust  on  the  obverse 
with  a view  of  the  volcano  of  Izalco  on  the  reverse,  being  entirely 
similar  to  the  proclamation  money  of  Ferdinand  VII,  which  we  shall 
now  describe. 

No.  155.— Obv.  *.  FERNANDO.  VII.  REG.  DE.  ESP.  E.  IN- 
DIAS.  Bust  of  the  king  to  right.  Rev.  *PROCLAMADO  EN  LA. 
N.  C.  DE  S.  SALUADOR.  EN  GUATEM  View  of  the  volcano  of 
Izalco  within  an  ornamented  circle.  Beneath  the  volcano,  * 1808  * 
Two  reales',  silver. 

The  volcano  of  Izalco,  which  has  been  in  a constant  state  of  erup- 
tion for  nearly  a century,  and  is  now  several  thousand  feet  high,  is 
probably  the  most  wonderful  mountain  in  the  world,  since  it  has 
grown  to  its  present  proportions  within  the  memory  of  man,  and  is 
still  growing  with  each  succeeding  year.  Since  this  volcano  appears 
on  nearly  all  the  coins  of  San  Salvador,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  mention  that  previous  to  the  year  1798,  the  ground  which  it  now 
occupies  was  a level  plain  with  nothing  to  distinguish  it  from  any 
other  spot  around.  During  tlie  year  referred  to,  a small  orifice  was  one 
day  discovered  puffing  out  dust  and  pebbles,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  this  strange  action  has  never  ceased.  Ten  years  ago  the  writer 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Izalco,  then  a mighty  volcano  towering 
far  above  the  surrounding  peaks.  Night  and  day  it  forces  up  stones 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  spouts  them  high  into  the  air,  and  re- 
ceives them  on  its  sides.  Every  day  it  is  increasing  and  probably 
will  continue  to  do  so  for  many  years  to  come. 
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No.  156.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  155.  Rev.  PROCLAMADO.  EN. 
S.  SALVADOR.  DE.  G.  * View  of  the  volcano  of  Izalco  surrounded 
by  a circle  of  pellets.  Beneath  the  volcano  . 1808 . Real ; silver. 


No.  157.— Obv.  MONEDA  PROVISIONAL.  F.  Ps  iggg  View  of 
the  volcano  of  Izalco  in  a state  of  eruption.  Rev.  POR  LA  LIA  ER- 
TAD.  SALV.  A liberty  cap  upon  a pillar  which  rests  upon  the  sea. 
Pillar  divides  2 — R In  ex.,  10  Ds.  20  Gs.  Two  reales ; silver. 


No.  158. — Obv.  POR  LA  LIVERTAD  DEL  SA.  View  of  the 
volcano  of  Izalco  within  a circle  of  pellets  dividing  S. — S.  llev. 
MONEDA  PROVISIONAL  A crowned  pillar  in  the  field  dividing 
I. — R.  Real ; silver. 


No.  159.— Obv.  POR  LA  LIVERTAD  DEL  SALV.  View  of  the 
volcano  of  Izalco  between  palm  branches.  Rev.  MONEDA  PROA  I- 


1888 


The  Coin  Collector's  Journal. 


123 


SIONAL  1 surmounted  by  an  oval  between  palm  branches.  In  ex., 
1853.  Medio  Ileal ; silver. 

No.  160.— Obv.  GERADO  BARRIOS  PRESIDENTE  Head  to 
right.  In  ex.,  1861.  Rev.  REPUBLICA  DEL  SALVADOR  EN 
LA  AMERICA  CENTRAL  Six  volcanoes  rising  from  the  sea, 
with  the  sun  above  upon  a shield,  between  palm  and  laurel  branches. 
In  ex.,  25c.  Pattern  ; brass  ; size  16.  Very  rare. 


No.  161. — Obv.  V.  N partly  surrounded  by  a palm  branch.  In  ex., 
1864.  Rev.  ,YNG°.  SAN  SALVADOR  CERRILLOS  . In  the  field, 

Token ; tin ; size  12. 

Yng°  is  the  abbreviation  of  Yngenio,  a word  meaning  sugar  plan- 
tation. Cerrillos  is  the  owner’s  name.  Be}rond  these  few  examples 
we  know  of  no  coins  of  San  Salvador. 

( To  be  continued). 

London  Correspondence. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 

Dear  Sir : — The  fine  and  very  extensive  collection  of  English, 
Foreign  and  Oriental  coins,  medals  and  tokens,  the  property  of  the 
late  William  Wrixon  Leycester,  Esq.,  of  Ennismore,  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  was  sold  by  Messrs.  Sotlierby,  Wilkinson  and  Hodge,  June 
15  and  23.  The  collection  contained  many  rare  pieces  of  the  English 
series,  rare  patterns  and  proofs,  European  coins  and  medals  of  all 
countries,  scarce  early  Chinese  and  Japanese  coins  and  medals, 
together  with  a large  line  of  siege  pieces,  and  money  of  necessity, 
English  and  foreign  Military  and  naval  decorations,  etc.  I may  say 
that  the  actual  weight  of  metal  of  this  collection  was  1%  tons. 

At  the  Montague  sale  I was  present  during  parts  of  two  days.  The 
bidding  for  some  of  the  fine  lots  was  very  spirited.  The  prices 
realized  by  some  of  the  more  important  pieces  were  as  follows: 
Sovereign  of  Henry  VII,  from  the  Bank  of  England  and  Brice  Collec- 
tions, bought  by  Mr.  Rollin,  £39,  10s.  Sovereign  of  Henry  VIII, 
from  the  Leckenby  collection,  bought  by  Mr.  Clarke,  £25,  10s.  Half 
sovereign  of  same  monarch,  bought  by  Mr.  Richardson,  £22,  10s. 
Pattern  crown  of  same  monarch,  one  of  the  rarest  pieces  of  the  Eng- 
lish series,  by  some  considered  a medal,  bought  by  Mr.  Verity,  £106. 
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Sovereign  of  Edward  VI,  of  excessive  rarity,  bought  by  Mr.  Rostron, 
£105.  Pattern  Half  Sovereign  of  the  same  monarch,  bought  by  Mr. 
Rollin,  £33.  Gold  Rial  of  Mary,  last  from  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Shepherd 
sale,  bought  by  Mr.  Rostron,  £117.  Half  Crown  of  James  I,  m.m. 
thistle,  reverse  exvrgat  devs  etc,  of  extreme  rarity,  bought  by  Mr. 
Rostron,  £44. 

Charles  I,  Pound  piece  of  the  Oxford  mint,  1644,  from  the  Brice 
collection,  bought  by  Mr.  Rostron  £55. 

Another,  of  1643,  from  a different  die,  bought  by  Mr.  Richardson, 
£40.  The  celebrated  Oxford  Crown  by  Rawlins,  Ruding,  XXIV,  1, 
from  the  Brice  collection,  bought  by  Mr.  Verity,  £117.  Sovereign 
of  same  monarch,  Bristol  Mint,  from  the  Murchison  and  Addington 
collection,  bought  by  Mr.  Spink,  £42,  10s.  Pattern  Crown  by  Briot, 
of  same  monarch,  bought  by  Mr.  Verity,  £62.  Pattern  Half  Crown 
by  Blondeau,  of  same  monarch,  with  edge  enscribed : in  the  third 
YEARE  OF  FREEDOME  BY  GOD’S  BLESSING  RESTORED,  1651,  bought  by 
Mr.  Verity,  £35. 

A rare  pattern  Fifty  Shilling  piece  of  Oliver  Cromwell  in  gold 
and  in  very  beautiful  condition,  last  from  the  Addington  collection, 
bought  by  Mr.  Verity,  £152. 

The  gem  of  the  collection  was  Simon’s  famous  Petition  Crown,  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Snelling,  plate  6,  18.  This  piece,  which  bears  the 
legend  : “Thomas  Simon  most  humbly  prays  your  majesty  to  com- 

pare this  his  try  all  piece  with  the  Hutch  and  if  more  truly  drawn 
and  emboss’d  more  gracefully  order’d  and  more  accurately  engraven 
to  relieve  him,”  went  to  Mr.  Verity  at  the  enormous  sum  of  £355. 
It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  excessive  rarity  of  this  piece, 
although  I may  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  finest  of  the  few  specimens 

known.  . 

The  Reddite  crown,  by  the  same  artist,  went  also  to  Mr.  Verity  at 
£81 ; a Vigo  Five  Guinea  piece,  of  Anne,  to  Mr.  Spink,  at  £33  ; a 
pattern  Guinea  of  Anne,  to  Mr.  Verity  at  £49  ; a pattern  Five  Guinea 
piece,  of  George  III,  1773,  by  Tanner,  to  Mr.  Tanden  at  £ / 1 ; another 
by  Yeo,  1777,  to  Mr.  Rollin,  at  £76,  while  Mr.  Tanden  captured  the 
pattern  Two  Guinea  piece  by  Tanner,  at  £33.  The  pattern  ciovn  in 
gold,  by  W.  Wyon,  1817,  in  imitation  of  Simon’s  crown  for  Cromwell, 
brought  £90,  going  to  Mr.  Spink.  Two  pattern  crowns  by  Pistrucci, 
went  to  Mr.  Rollin  at  £50  and  £43,  respectively,  both  being  in  silver; 
another  of  George  IV,  by  Wyon,  1826,  went  to  Mr.  Spink  at  £56. 
Only  three  specimens  of  this  piece  are  known. 

Mr.  Verity  bought  lot  No.  703,  pattern  in  gold  of  the  crown  of 
William  IV,  by  Wyon,  1831,  from  the  same  dies  as  the  silver  piece,  at 
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£79  ; Mr.  Rollin  the  pattern  Quarter  Sovereign  in  gold  of  Victoria, 
1853,  at  £41. 

Taken  altogether,  the  Montagu  was  the  most  remarkable  sale  of 
coins  held  in. London  for  many  years.  Its  total  footing  was  £6845, 
45s  5d. 

The  following  newspaper  clipping  concerning  our  Jubilee  coinage 
may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  your  readers. 

In  his  eighteenth  annual  Report,  the  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint 
says  : — The  only  special  feature  of  the  coinage  of  the  year  1887  was 
the  issue  of  gold  and  silver  pieces  of  new  designs  which  were  first  put 
into  circulation  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  the  day  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Queen.  The  gold  coinage  executed 
was  not  large,  and  consisted  entirely  of  coins  of  the  new  designs ; nor 
was  the  amount  of  bronze  coined  above  the  average.  The  silver 
coinage,  on  the  other  hand,  was  far  larger  than  usual,  the  demand 
having  been  stimulated  by  the  general  wish  to  possess  coins  of  the 
new  issue.  The  total  number  of  good  pieces  struck  was  43,369,043, 
as  against  48,628,573  in  1886,  and  their  value,  real  or  nominal,  3,014,- 
810/.  10s.  5d.  The  total  number  of  good  pieces  of  the  Imperial  coinage 
struck  was  33,983,389,  and  their  value  2,896,065/.  13s.  Mr.  Fremantle 
observes  : — “ The  issue  of  the  new  coins  was  received  with  some 
adverse  criticism,  but  it  may  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a con- 
siderable demand  for  them  on  the  part  of  the  public,  apart  from  the 
ordinary  necessities  of  the  circulation.  Gold  coins  of  all  the 
authorised  denominations,  including  the  five-pound  and  two-pound 
pieces,  were  struck  during  the  year,  and  the  value  of  the  five-pound 
pieces  coined  considerably  exceeded  260,000/.  This  is  the  more  re- 
markable as  during  the  whole  of  the  present  reign  there  had  been  no 
demand  for  either  the  five-pound  or  two-pound  piece,  nor  indeed  had 
an}r  dies  been  prepared  for  the  latter  coin.  But  very  few  pieces  of 
either  denomination  being  met  with  in  circulation,  it  is  evident  that 
nearly  the  whole  number  issued  must  be  hoarded  as  specimens.  The 
number  of  sovereigns  coined  slightly  exceeded  one  million.  As  has 
been  the  case  in  most  preceding  years,  the  Bank  of  England  were  the 
only  importers  of  gold  bullion  for  coinage,  and,  of  the  total  amount 
delivered  at  the  Mint  for  that  purpose  2,300,000/.  (or  over  81  per 
cent.)  consisted  of  light  gold  coin  withdrawn  from  circulation  and 
sent  in  for  recoinage.  The  silver  coinage  of  the  year  included  a new 
coin,  the  double-florin.  With  the  exception  of  the  florin,  first  issued 
in  1849,  the  double-florin  is  the  only  coin  of  a new  denomination 
which  has  been  added  to  the  Imperial  coinage  during  the  present 
reign.  The  total  amount  of  silver  coinage  struck  during  the  year 
was  851,153/.,  and  the  amount  issued  909,768/.,  as  against  430,798/.  in 
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1886.  Tliis  is  the  largest  issue  of  silver  coin  in  any  year  since  1877, 
except  1883,  Avhen,  owing  to  the  suspension  of  all  coinage  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  preceding  year,  the  amount  issued  was  over 
1,220,000/.  The  total  amount  of  threepences  issued  during  the  year 
was  38,200/.  The  demand  for  these  coins  in  1887  was  considerably 
under  that  of  recent  years.  Half-crowns  of  the  nominal  value  of 
208,225/.  were  issued  during  the  year,  as  against  130,695/.  in  1886,  and 
the  total  amount  of  these  pieces  added  to  the  circulation  since  their 
coinage  was  resumed  in  1874,  has  been  2,451,710/.” 

Mr.  Fremantle  adds  : — “ As  the  sixpence  issued  with  the  series  of 
coins  of  the  new  designs  in  June  last  was  thought  to  bear  too  close 
a resemblance  to  the  half-sovereign,  and  apprehensions  were  ex- 
pressed that  the  new  coin  might  be  gilded  and  fraudulently  passed  as 
a half-sovereign,  it  was  decided  to  revert  to  the  reverse  of  the  six- 
pence in  use  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign,  namely,  a 
wreath  formed  of  olive  and  oak  branches,  with  the  words  ‘ six  pence  ’ 
in  the  centre  and  the  date  beneath.  Her  Majesty  having  been  pleased 
to  approve  of  the  proposed  change,  a Royal  Proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  29tli  of  November  giving  currency  to  a coin  with  the  design 
as  altered.” 

The  following  shows  the  denominations  and  amounts  of  silver 
coins  of  the  new  designs  delivered  to  the  Bank  of  England  from  the 
time  of  their  first  issue  on  the  21st  of  J une  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1887 : — Crowns,  55,300/.;  double-florins,  67,500/. ; half-crowns,  115,- 
400/. ; florins,  97,000/. ; shillings,  116,200/.  ; sixpences,  35,600/. ; three- 
pences, 10,100/. — total,  497,100/.  So  large  an  amount  of  silver  coin 
as  574,600/.  had  not  been  delivered  to  the  Bank  for  some  years,  an 
extraordinary  demand  having  been  caused  by  the  issue  of  the  new 
coins,  of  which,  nearly  half  a million  was  delivered  to  the  Bank  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  ’ year.  The  worn  silver  coin  withdrawn  from 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  England  during  the  year  was  considerably 
above  the  average,  having  amounted  to  280,000/. 

An  appended  Memorandum  by  Mr.  Hill,  Superintendent  of  the 
Operative  Department,  says “ A novel  feature  in  the  work  per- 
formed in  this  Department  during  the  past  year  was  the  casting  of 
bars  for  coins  of  the  new  designs,  namely,  gold  five-pound  and  two- 
pound  pieces,  and  silver  crowns  and  double-florins,  the  amount  of 
metal  melted  for  these  bars  alone  having  been,  for  the  gold  pieces, 
424,803  ounces  ; and  for  the  silver  1,511,861  ounces.  The  amount  of 
gold  melted  for  sovereigns  and  half-sovereigns,  both  of  the  design 
used  from  1837  to  1887  and  also  of  the  new  design,  was  1,314,811 
ounces.  No  less  than  7,671,726  ounces,  or  235  tons  of  silver,  were 
converted  into  bars  for  the  Imperial  coinage  and  for  war  medals.  In 
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addition  to  the  above,  1,152,551  ounces  of  silver  bullion  were  melted 
into  bars  for  the  various  Colonial  coinages,  and  26,165  ounces  of  tine 
silver  for  the  Jubilee  medals.  The  total  weight  of  silver  melted  dur- 
ing the  year  was  8,850,442  ounces,  equivalent  to  271  tons,  or  116  tons 
over  the  weight  melted  in  the  preceding  year.  The  total  number  of 
pieces  struck  in  the  Coining  Press  Room  was  50,848,438,  a decrease 
of  nearly  three  millions  and  a half  as  compared  with  the  number 
struck  in  1886.  The  denominations  w^ere  of  thirty-four  different 
kinds,  and  included  the  new  five-pound  piece,  two-pound  piece,  crown, 
and  double-florin.”  Very  truly  yours, 

T.  Grahamme  Plumber. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— Paraguay  has  no  mint. 

— Mr.  Lyman  H.  Low  has  returned  from  Europe. 

— Mexico  coined  26,991,804  silver  pieces  during  the  year  1887. 

— During  the  year  1887  there  were  minted  in  England  for  circula- 
tion in  Canada,  silver  coins  to  the  value  of  $225,000. 

— During  the  year  1886,  Japan  coined  gold  to  the  value  of  900,165 
yens,  and  silver  to  the  value  of  9,086,077  yens. 

—The  earliest  mention  of  the  use  of  precious  metals  in  the  Bible 
is  in  Genesis,  XIII,  2,  where  it  is  stated  that  Abraham  came  back 
from  Egypt  “very  rich  in  cattle  in  silver  and  in  gold.” 

— The  monetary  unit  of  Peru  is  the  silver  sol,  of  25  grains.  Gold 
is  not  a legal  tender  in  that  country,  which  is — and  let  our  American 
silver  cranks  take  note  of  this — one  of  the  richest  in  silver  mines 
and  yet  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  impoverished  countries  on  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

— Mr  Charles  Denby,  our  minister  to  China,  states  in  his  last 
annual  report  that : “ no  gold  circulates  in  China,  except  in  the  form 
of  ingots  or  bars,  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  bank  by  which  sold.” 
Mi.  Denby  states  further : “that  no  silver  coins  are  in  circulation, 
except  in  the  western  part  of  Stu-Cliuau,  where  Indian  rupees  pass 
current,  and  in  Thibet,  and  countries  to  the  north  of  it,  where  there 
is  a small  silver  coin  called  the  tanka.  In  Chinese  Turkistan  a small 
silver  coin  has  been  issued  by  the  Chinese  authorities. 

. —Among  the  numismatic  books  published  abroad  during  the  past 
eighteen  months,  may  be  mentioned  the  following : Cumont  on  the 

jetons  struck  for  presentation  on  New  Year’s  day  by  the  Belgian 
governors  general,  Albert  de  Saxe-Teschen  and  Marie  Christine  1780- 
1793,  Brussels,  1888,  55  pp.  3 plates.  De  Coster  and  Everaerts: 
Atlas  containing  all  the  coins  of  Brabant  struck  between  the  vears 
1000  and  1506.  Brussels,  1888.  4-to ; 41  plates.  Hermerel : 
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Numismatics  of  Lorraine,  Macon,  1887;  42  pages  with  cuts  in  the 
text.  Vanden  Broeck  : The  Numismatics  of  Brussels;  a study  upon 

the  jetons  of  the  Neol  family,  Brussels,  1888;  21  pages,  1 plate. 

— “ In  the  most  ancient  time”  says  Maddern,  in  his  admirable  work 
on  Jewish  coinage,  “ it  appears  that  silver  was  the  metal  usually  em- 
ployed for  currency,  while  gold  seems  to  have  been  generally  used  for 
ornaments  and  jewelry,  or  kept  in  masses,  ready  for  use.  The  jewels 
borrowed  from  the  Egyptians  were  of  both  metals,  but  Pharaoh  put 
a gold  chain  around  the  neck  of  Joseph,  and  the  earnings  and  brace- 
lets given  to  Bebekali  were  also  of  gold.  At  the  siege  of  Jericho 
mention  is  made  of  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver  and  of  a wedge  of 
gold,  of  fifty  shekels  weight.  Gold  is  mentioned  in  the  time  of  David, 
as  being  used  by  weight  to  purchase  the  threshing  flour  of  Oman, 
for  ‘600  shekels  of  gold  by  weight.’  The  passage  in  Isaiah  NLYI, 
6,  has  been  usually  held  to  refer  to  gold  money:  ‘ they  lavish  gold  out 
of  a bag  and  weigh  silver  in  the  balance.’  There  is,  however,  no 
proof  that  because  gold  was  kept  in  a bag,  that  it  was  therefore 
coined  money.” 


American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 

Dear  Sir I have  to  communicate  the  following  abstract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

“ A special  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May 
24,  President  Parish  presiding,  at  which  the  Executive  Committee 
reported  as  follows  : 

“ ‘Owing  to  his  recent  severe  illness,  Mr.  Benjamin  Betts  has  ten 
dered  his  resignation  as  Treasurer  of  the  Societ}r.  This  we  have  ac- 
cepted with  great  reluctance  and  in  due  time  a successor  will  be 
appointed.’ 

“The  proposition  of  Mr.  Win.  L.  Stone,  of  Jersey  City,  as  a Corres- 
ponding Member  for  two  years,  has  been  received  and  approved. 

“ Attention  is  called  to  the  decease  of  Honorary  Member,  E.  George 
Squier,  and  of  Resident  Member  Charles  Henry  Levy. 

“ The  Annual  Proceedings,  which  will  also  contain  the  papers  read 
before  the  Society  during  the  year  and  a list  of  members,  will  soon 
be  issued  to  all  members,  and  we  trust  may  prove  of  general  interest.’ 

“ After  the  business  relating  to  the  Society  had  been  transacted, 
on  motion  adjourned.”  ' H.  Russell  Drowne,  Secretary. 
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The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  H.  LOW. 

( Continued  from  page  116). 

I find  record  of  only  two  copper  coins  struck  for  the  Guinea  Coast 
during  the  reign  of  Manuel  I,  the  Ceitil , or  CeptiJ,  of  the  value  of  one- 
sixth  of  a copper  real,  and  the  copper  real  itself.  Both  of  these 
coins,  especially  the  copper  real,  are  extremely  rare.  I have  never 
met  with  a specimen  of  either,  although  I have  made  most  diligent 
search.  The  descriptions  are  from  illustrations  in  Fernandes,  who 
.did  not  own  a specimen  of  the  real  himself. 

No.  37. — Obv.  . . imanvel  : r:  p:  et  : a:  d:  gvinii  : +.  The  let- 
ter B crowned  between  two  stars ; below  the  B is  the  letter  L.  Bev. 
+ . I.  imanvel  : r : p : et  : a.  d : gvinii  : Five  shields  arranged  in 

the  form  of  a cross.  Beal ; copper ; size  19. 

No.  38. — Obv.  4-  i : emanvel  : r : p : et  : A castle  of  three  tow- 
ers resting  upon  the  sea.  Bev.  + i : emanvel  : r : p : l A shield 
bearing  five  small  shields  arranged  in  the  form  of  a cross  with  four 
castles  in  the  angles.  Above,  and  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  arms, 
a pellet.  Ceitil,  or  Ceptil ; copper  ; size  13^. 

JOHN  III.  1521—1557. 

An  act  of  October  14,  1554,  recorded  at  the  mint  at  Lisbon,  ordered 
the  striking  of  gold  Portuguezcs  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast. 
These  coins  were  large,  boldly  struck  pieces,  and  of  unusually  fine 
appearance  for  the  period  and  country.  They  are  very  rare. 

No.  39. — Obv.  A flower,  ivanes  : 3.  r : portvgalie  : al  : c.  vl.  in: 
a : dg  : c : Crowned  arms  of  Portugal  supported  by  two  scrolls. 

Upon  the  scrolls,  divided  by  the  arms,  B — L also  eti  : Arabia:  psi  : 
l : i Bey.  in  : : hoc  : : signo  : : vincees  The  legend  appears  upon  a 
scroll,  which  also  carries  the  field,  on  which  is  a cross  within  a tressure 
of  four  arcs.  Poriuguez ; gold  ; size  24. 

No.  40.— Obv.  + ioanes  : 3 : rei  : portvga  : algarv  : do  : de  : 
gine  Within  this  legend  is  a circle  of  pellets,  within  which  is : 
ethiopie  : araie  : persie  : India  : W ithin  a circle  the  crowned  arms 
of  Portugal  dividing  o — o Bev.  -f  a diamond  in  a diamond  hoc  a 
diamond  signo  a diamond  vinces  A cross  with  three  pellets  above 
and  one  below.  Poriuguez ; gold ; size  23. 

No.  41.— Obv.  -f  : ioa  : hi  : por  : et  : al  : rd  : d : g Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal.  Bev.  : in  : hoc  sig — no  : aincs  + The  cross  of 
Calvary  resting  upon  a hill.  Cruzado  de  Cruz  do  Monte  Calvario  ; gold. 

This  coin,  usually  described  in  catalogues  as  the  Cruzado,  actually 
bore  the  name  given  above  at  the  period  of  its  use. 
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No.  42. — Similar  to  No.  41,  but  tlie  letter  v in  vinces  is  right  side 
up,  the  word  reading  vinos.  Cruzado ; gold. 

No.  43. — Obv.  iohanes  : 3:  r:  p:  et:  a:  d:  gvne  -f-  Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal  dividing  V — L (the  Lisbon  mint-mark).  Rev.  * IN 
* hoc  * signo  * vinces  * A large  cross  with  three  pellets  above. 
Tostao ; silver. 


No.  44. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  43.  Legend  reads,  iohanes  : 3 : R : 
P : et  : a : d : gvine  + Rev.  Same  as  No.  43.  Tostao  ; silver. 


No.  45. — Similar  to  No.  43,  but  Guinea  reads  gine+  Tostao', 
silver. 

No.  40.— Obv.  + ioanes.  r.  portvgalie.  al.  d:  g:  c:  Crowned 

arms  of  Portugal  dividing  L — R Above  each  letter  is  a flower  of 
four  leaves.  Rev.  in  a castle  hoc  a castle  signo  a castle  vinces  a 
castle.  A large  cross  in  the  field  with  a large  pellet  in  each  angle 
and  three  small  ones  above.  Tostao  ; silver. 

No.  47.— Obv.  iohanes:  3:  r:  p':  et  : a : d : ginn  Crowned  arms 
of  Portugal  dividing  P — O (the  Oporto  mint-mark).  Rev.  in  * hoc  * 
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signo  * yinces  * A large  cross  in  the  field  with,  a large  star  in  each 
angle.  Tostao ; silver. 


No.  48. — Obv.  A flower  of  four  leaves,  ioanes  3 : r : p et  : al  : 
D : G : Five  shields  arranged  in  the  form  of  the  cross  of  Aviz.  Rev. 

A flower  ioanes  3 r.  portvgalie  : . A plain  cross,  or  Cross  of 
St.  George,  in  the  field  with  a large  and  a small  pellet  in  each  angle, 
and  three  small  pellets  above.  Meio  Tostao  ; silver. 


I cannot  satisfy  myself  that  there  are  any  copper  coins  of  John  III 
struck  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast,  although  I find  two  curious 
pieces  in  that  metal  which  bear  the  portentous  title  “ King  of  Africa.” 

SEBASTIAN  I.  1557—1578. 

There  were  no  coins  struck  during  the  reign  of  this  monarch  which 
can  be  with  certainty  attributed  to  Guinea,  the  nearest  approach  being 
some  few  pieces  in  copper  bearing  the  title  “ King  of  Africa.”  I find, 
however,  many  copper  coins  of  this  reign  curiously  counterstamped, 
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some  with  figures  altering  their  values,  others  with  birds,  etc.  It  is 
possible  that  some  of  these  counterstamps  made  the  coins  which  bear 
them  current  on  the  Guinea  Coast. 

During  the  reigns  of  Henry  1, 1578-1580,  Antonio  I,  1580,  the  Inter- 
regnum of  1580,  Philip  I,  1580-1598,  Philip  II,  1598-1621,  Philip  III, 
1621-1640,  John  IV,  1640-1656,  and  Alphonso  VI,  1656-1683,  there 
were  no  coins  struck  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast. 

PETER  II.  1683—1706. 

The  coins  of  this  reign,  often  assigned  to  the  Guinea  Coast,  I 
find  properly  belong  to  Brazil.  I refer  to  the  well-known  copper 
pieces  bearing  the  Portuguese  arms  with  the  legend  petrvs.  ii.  dg 
portvg.  r.  d.  zEthiop  ou  the  obverse,  with  moderato  splendeat  vsv 
1697  on  the  reverse,  and  XX  with  P P P P ; a second  value  being  ex- 
pressed X P P P P There  can  be  no  question  about  the  truth  of 
my  assertion  in  this  matter,  in  which  Fernandes  agrees  with  me. 
Nor  does  the  letter  P refer  to  an  imaginary  mint  at  Pernambuco,  as 
has  sometimes  been  asserted.  These  coins  were  perhaps  minted  at 
Bahia,  where  a mint  was  established  in  1694.  The  Pernambuco  mint 
was  not  established  until  1702.  The  meaning  of  the  letter  P I believe 
on  good  authority  to  be  provincial,  or  relating  to  the  province  of 
Brazil. 

There  were  no  coins  struck  during  this  reign  for  circulation  on  the 
Guinea  Coast. 

During  the  succeeding  reign,  John  V,  1706-1750,  there  were  no 
coins  struck  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast. 

JOSEPH  I.  1750—1777. 

It  was  during  the  reign  of  this  monarch  that  the  coinage  for  the 
Guinea  Coast  settlements  was  renewed  after  a lapse  of  two  hundred 
years. 

I find  that  it  is  mentioned  in  the  record  of  the  mint  at  the  city  of 
Lisbon,  that  “they  made  in  the  year  1769  pieces  of  2,  4,  6,  8,  10  and 
12  Macutas  value  for  the  kingdom  of  Angola,”  that  is,  the  Portuguese 
settlements  on  the  Guinea  Coast. 

From  the  nature  of  this  record  one  might  be  led  to  suppose  that 
1769  was  the  year  in  which  the  coinage  began  ; such,  however,  cannot 
be  the  case,  for  I have  coins  of  various  values  in  Macutas  bearing 
dates  1762  and  1763,  beside  which  there  are  other  coins  which  were 
used  on  the  Guinea  Coast  during  this  reign.  The  use  of  the  debased 
•worn  coins  of  the  older  issues  in  these  African  settlements  had  become 
such  a nuisance  that  the  issue  of  some  coin  particularly  designed  for 
the  country  had  now  grown  to  be  a necessity,  and  it  was  in  considera- 
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tion  of  a petition  from  the  Guinea  merchants  that  the  king  ordered 
the  series  of  coins  struck  which  have  their  values  expressed  in  Ma- 
cutas,  the  unit  being  of  the  value  of  the  Meio  Tostao,  or  50  reis. 

But  earlier  in  this  reign  an  attempt  to  give  Angola  a copper  cur- 
rency had  been  made,  which  resulted  in  failure  as  the  coins  were  too 
much  like  those  of  regular  issue  to  be  distinguished  and  kept  in  the 
country.  As  these  are  the  earlier  in  date  they  must  occupy  first 
place  in  my  list  of  the  issues  of  this  reign.  I give  them  according  to 
value,  not  chronologically,  taking  the  highest  value  first. 

No.  49. — Obv.  iosephus.  l d.  g.  rex.  p.  et.  d.  guinea  XL 
crowned  within  a circle  of  pellets.  On  either  side  of  the  numerals 
and  between  them  is  a four-leaved  flower.  Under  the  numerals  the 
date,  1753,  between  two  small,  four-leaved  flowers.  Bev.  pecvnia. 
totvm  circvmit.  orbem  A large  globe  upon  a stand  surrounded  by 
a belt,  or  zone.  40  Reis ; copper. 

No.  50. — Similar.  Date  1757.  40  jReis  ; copper. 

No.  51. — The  same  coin  bearing  the  counterstamp  of  the  regency, 
1799-1816.  40  lieis  ; copper. 

No.  52. — Similar.  Denominational  numerals  and  date  read,  XX  | . 

1752.  20  lieis;  copper. 

No.  53. — Similar.  Denominational  numeral  and  date  read,  X | . 

1753.  10  Reis;  copper. 

No.  54. — Similar.  Denominational  numeral  and  date  read,  X | . 
1757.  10  Reis;  copper. 

No.  55. — Similar.  Denominational  numeral  and  date  read,  V | . 
1752.  5 Reis,  or  Pano  ; copper. 


No.  56. — Similar.  Denominational  numeral  and  date  read,  V [ 
1753  Pano ; copper. 

No.  57. — Obv.  josephus.  i.  d.  g rex.  p.  et.  d.  guin  : Crowned 

arms  of  Portugal.  Piev.  .Africa,  portugueza.  .1770  X surrounded 
by  five  four-leaved  flowers,  with  two  pellets  above  and  one  below. 
Pano ; copper. 

No.  58. — Similar  to  No.  57.  Date  1771.  Pano;  copper. 

{To  be  continued). 
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The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

( Continued  from  page  120). 


No.  151. 

No.  151. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3^  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lowrer  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9§  ; length  of  date,  5 ; distance  from  the  figure  8 to 
the  lowest  curl,  1.  The  date  touches  the  border  milling,  which  is 
very  indistinct.  The  figure  1 touches  the  top  of  the  lowmst  curl. 
The  final  cipher  is  quite  near  to  the  bust  The  figures  of  the  date 
are  well  formed  and  evenly  spaced,  but  are  all  rendered  indistinct  at 
their  bases  by  a depression  in  the  die  at  this  point,  causing  a raised 
surface  on  the  plancliet. 

Rev.— Rev.  L. — This  reverse  is  marked  in  so  peculiar  a manner  as 
to  render  its  identification  the  matter  of  a glance.  The  date  and  a 
portion  of  the  bust  occur  incused  beneath  the  impression  from  the 
reverse  die.  The  date,  1800,  is  always  found  extending  from  the 
right  crosslet  of  the  second  T of  states  through  the  space  betwmen 
the  final  s and  the  o in  of.  Several  theories  have  been  advanced  to 
explain  this  peculiarity,  none  of  which  seem  sufficiently  satisfactory 
to  be  worthy  of  mention.  The  measurements  afe  the  same  as  those 
of  Rev.  A.  R1. 

No.  152. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3|- ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9|  ; length  of  date,  5.  The  date  is  widely  spaced,  the 
figures  well  formed  and  curved.  The  figure  1 stands  equi-distant 
between  the  hair  .and  the  border  milling,  as  does  the  final  0 in  refer- 
ence to  the  milling  and  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  M. — The  peculiarities  of  this  reverse  are  second  only  to 
Rev.  L.  The  cross  stroke  of  the  letter  t of  united  is  very  uneven  ; 
the  letters  M and  E of  AMERICA  connect  at  the  base  ; upon  the  upper 
left  hand  corner  of  the  letter  li  is  a small  lump.  A triangular  break 
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in  tlie  die  shows  itself  beneath  the  first  cipher  of  the  fraction.  From 
the  apex  of  this  triangular  break  a crack  extends  through  the  0, 
touching  the  top  of  its  fellow,  crossing  the  ribbon  and  extending 
along  the  bases  of  the  letters  a and  c of  America,  through  the  centre 
of  I to  the  milled  border  beyond.  Upon  some  specimens  another 
crack  shows  itself,  beginning  at  a point  on  the  left  of  the  dividing 
line,  touching  the  ribbon  end  and  extending  through  the  lower  cor- 
ner of  the  letter  u of  united  to  the  border  milling.  The  measurements 
of  this  reverse  are  the  same  as  Rev.  A.  R1.  Upon  some  specimens 
of  this  combination  a small  lump,  about  the  size  of  a period,  shows 
itself  in  the  field  upon  the  obverse,  between  the  neck  and  the  border. 
There  is  also  a die-crack  extending  from  the  hair  to  the  border  mill- 
ing. On  the  reverse  the  crack  in  the  die  is  not  so  prominent,  being 
visible  only  from  the  top  of  the  final  0 of  the  fraction  to  the  letter  e 
of  AMERICA. 

No.  153. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 

base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3J ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f ; length  of  date,  5.  The  date  is  curved,  the  figures 
are  evenly  spaced  and  stand  midway  between  the  bust  and  the  border. 
A die-crack,  beginning  at  the  letter  y,  extends  downward  to  the  border 
opposite  the  chin. 

Rev. — Rev.  31.  When  found  combined  with  this  obverse,  Rev.  31 
does  not  show  the  cracks  mentioned  in  its  description.  R1. 

No.  154. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3£  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9f  ; length  of  date,  4f.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  perfectly 
formed.  A die-crack  commences  at  the  top  of  the  letter  t,  passing 
over  the  y to  a varying  distance,  on  some  specimens  continuing 
around  the  border  to  the  bust. 

Rev. — Rev.  M. — When  found  combined  with  this  obverse,  Rev.  31 
does  not  show  the  cracks  mentioned  in  its  description.  Rl. 

No.  155. — Obv.  3Ieasurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9i  5 distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9| ; length  of  date,  4f.  The  figures  of  the  date  are  well 
formed  and  stand  almost  straight,  the  1 only  being  slightly  above  the 
line , the  bases  of  the  figures  just  touch  the  border  milling. 

Rev. — Rev.  N.  This  reverse  is  marked  by  a die-crack  beginning  at 
the  top  of  the  first  a of  America,  passing  along  the  tops  of  the  letters  m 
and  E,tbence  downward  through  the  other  letters, terminating  at  a point 
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on  tlie  left  of  the  final  a just  below  its  cross-stroke.  The  measure- 
ments of  this  reverse  are  the  same  as  Rev.  A.  B5. 

With  No.  155  terminates  the  description  of  the  cents  of  the  year 
1800.  The  issue  is  said  to  have  been  greater  than  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year,  yet  we  are  unable  to  discover  the  actual  number  of 
cents  struck.  They  are  common  enough,  with  the  exception  of  the 
varieties  noted,  in  ordinary  condition,  but  the  copper  was  very 
soft,  and  to  find  perfectly  preserved  specimens  is  a very  difficult 
thing. 

1801. 

The  cents  of  the  year  1801  continued  to  follow  the  type  of  the  years 
immediately  preceding,  and  are  marked  by  bad  execution  and  stupid 
blunders  in  legend  and  fraction.  No  alteration  of  the  dies  of  the 
year  1800  seems  to  have  been  attempted.  Certainly  the  standard  of 
artistic  skill  at  the  mint  during  the  year  1801  must  have  been  very 
loAV. 

No.  156. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f ; length  of  date  through  the  centre,  4^.  The  letter 
E is  unusually  large  and  stands  a little  below  the  line  of  its  fellows ; 
the  date  is  curved  and  evenly  spaced.  The  first  1 is  well  formed,  but 
the  final  1 is  imperfect  at  the  top.  The  8 is  below  the  line  of  the 
other  figures  and  inclines  toward  the  0 ; there  is  a short  perpendicu- 
lar dash  to  the  right  of  the  final  1. 

Bev. — Rev.  A. — This  is  the  most  strongl}T  marked  reverse  of  the 
cents  of  this  year  since  it  is  the  most  badly  blundered.  The  word 
United  is  expressed  thus  : united.  This  seems  to  have  been  done  in- 
tentionally, and  the  explanation  is  believed  to  lie  in  the  loss  of  the  u 
punch  when  making  the  die  and  the  adoption  of  the  clumsy  substi- 
tute ii  in  its  place.  Next  we  have  the  wreath,  of  which  the  left  stem 
is  missing;  but  the  most  noticeable  blunder  is  the  substitution  of  a 0 
for  the  figure  1 of  the  denominator,  making  the  fraction  read 
The  letter  m of  America  is  double  struck  and  of  peculiar  shape.  The 
N,  both  of  united  and  cent,  is  also  of  peculiar  shape  on  almost  all 
varieties  of  the  cents  of  this  year.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of 
the  left  branch  of  the  wreath  is  very  close  to  the  letter  c of  cent,  but 
does  not  touch.  Measurements  : Length  of  fraction,  3^  ; distance  be- 
tween of  and  the  first  a of  America  at  the  top,  2f.  B5.  Op  some 

specimens  of  this  reverse  a die-crack  appears,  beginning  at  the  top 
of  the  first  0 of  the  denominator — the  one  substituted  for  the  figure 
1 — extending  to  the  left,  through  the  ribbon,  along  the  base  of  the 
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I in  of  united,  thence  through  the  upper  part  of  the  I to  the  border 
milling  beyond. 

No.  157. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  150. 

Itev. — Rev.  B. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  just  touches  the  letter  o of  cent.  The  fraction  reads 
the  ciphers  are  very  close  together.  Measurements  : The  word  one 
stands  1^  above  cent;  distance  between  the  letter  d of  united 
and  the  first  s of  states  at  the  base,  21;  distance  between  of  and  the 
first  A of  AMERICA  at  the  top,  2£  ; length  of  America  at  base,  dis- 
tance from  the  tip  of  the  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath  to  the  top  of  the  letter  o in  of,  3^ ; length  of  wreath  stems 
from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2f,  left  stem  : 3 ; distance 
between  the  ribbon  ends,  41 ; length  of  fraction,  2f.  B5.  On  some 

specimens  of  this  reverse  a die-crack  appears,  beginning  above  the 
letter  a of  states,  extending  through  the  base  of  the  first  t to  the  tip 
of  the  lower  leaf  of  the  terminal  pair  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath. 

( To  be  continued ). 

The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  123). 

Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua  was  the  first  of  the  Central  American  provinces  sub- 
dued by  the  Spaniards,  it  having  been  discovered  and  partially  settled 
by  Gil  Gonzales  Davila  and  his  companions,  in  1522.  It  takes  its 
name  from  a powerful  cacique  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  make  peace 
with  the  invaders  and  submit  to  baptism. 

In  Spanish  times,  Nicaragua  formed  an  intendency  with  the  city  of 
Leon  as  the  cajjital,  Granada,  Managua  and  Masaya  being  the  prin- 
cipal towns. 

Nicaragua  is  a mountainous  and  densely-wooded  country,  abound- 
ing in  every  sort  of  tropical  production.  Birds  of  brilliant  plumage 
are  everywhere,  fierce  wild  beasts  roam  through  her  forests,  there 
are  several  active  volcanoes  within  her  territorial  limits  and  earth- 
quakes are  every-day  affairs.  The  most  noted  feature  of  the  country 
is  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua,  a vast  inland  sea  of  fresh  water,  destined, 
beyond  doubt,  to  furnish  at  some  future  day  the  medium  of  commu- 
nication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  for  many  years  subsequent  to  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  California  the  principal  route  to  the  Golden  State  was  by 
way  of  Lake . Nicaragua,  this  portion  of  Central  America  is  better 
known  in  the  United  States  than  any  other.  AVe  shall,  therefore, 
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thvell  no  longer  upon  its  history  or  physical  peculiarities,  Imt  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  consideration  of  its  coins. 

Numismatically  speaking,  the  poverty  of  Nicaragua  is  second  only 
to  San  Salvador.  Still  there  were  some  early  issues  for  the  former, 
while  there  were  none  at  all  for  the  latter,  and  these  coins  are  among 
the  rarest  of  the  monetary  issues  of  the  Central  American  states. 

CHAELES  II.  1665—1700. 

No.  155. — Obv.  Arms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  Of  the  legend  there 
is  visible  only  CAS.  Bev.  Two  crowned  pillars  resting  upon  the 
sea.  Between  the  pillars,  pl  ( vsvltra  obliterated)  NE°  in  monogram. 
To  the  right,  1688,  perpendicularly;  to  the  left,  P.  Two  reales; . rude 
cob ; silver. 

No.  156. — Obv.  Crowned  arms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  To  the  right, 
VIII,  perpendicularly.  Bev.  Two  crowned  pillars  resting  upon  the 
sea.  Between  the  pillars,  PLVS  | VL  | TEA  | o | NB  To  the  right, 
1690  perpendicularly  ; to  the  left,  P : D : Peso;  rude  cob  ; silver. 

CHAELES  III.  1760—1788. 

No.  157.— Obv.  CAEVL.  III.  D.  G.  HISP.  ET  IND.  E,  Bust 

to  right.  In  ex.,  .1781.  Bev.  IN.  UTBOQ.  FELIX.  .AUSPICE. 
DE.  Crowned  arms  of  Spain  dividing  8 — S.  In  ex.,  .NB. — .J.J. 
Eight  Scudos;  gold. 

CHAELES  IV.  1789—1808. 

No.  158. — Obv.  A castle  dividing  NB — £ In  ex.,  1796.  Bev. 

The  crowned  lion  of  Leon.  Cuai  tino;  silver. 

No.  159. — Similar  to  No.  157.  Date  1797.  Cuartino ; silver. 

No.  160. — Similar  to  No.  158.  Date  1800.  Cuartino;  silver. 

No.  161. — Similar  to  No.  158.  Date  1801.  Cuartino;  silver. 

FEBDINAND  VII.  1808—1821. 

No.  162. — Similar  to  No.  158.  Date  1810.  Cuartino;  silver. 

No.  163.— Obv.  FEBDND.  VII.  D.  G.  HISP.  ET  IND.  B. 
Bust  to  right.  In  ex.,  .1816.  Bev.  I.  N .UTBOQ.  FELIX.  A.  D. 
Crowned  arms  of  Spain,  dividing  1 — S In  ex.,  .NB. — .J.  F Scudo; 
gold. 

No.  161. — Similar  to  No.  158.  Date  1816.  Cuartino;  silver. 

No.  165.— Obv.  .FEBDND.  VII.  DEI.  GBATIA.  Bust  to  right. 
In  ex.,  1819  Bev.  .HISPAN.  ET  IND.  BEX.  NB.  2 B,  F.  J. 
Crowned  arms  of  Castile  and  Leon  between  the  pillars.  Peseta ; silver. 

No.  166. Obv.  * | NB  ^ Bev.  Crowned  lion  of  Leon  to  left. 

Copper ; size  8.  We  are  unable  to  find  any  name  for  this  rare  and 
interesting  little  piece. 

(JNDEE  THE  OLD  BEPUBLIC.  1821—1810. 

No.  167.— Upon  a cob  dollar  of  Phillip  V,  the  counterstamp  IV  It. 
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No.  168.— Obv.  REP.  D.  CENT.  D.  AMER.  Five  mountains 
witli  tlie  sun  rising  on  the  left.  In  ex.,  1825.  Rev.  LIB.  CRESC. 
FEC.  N.  R.  T.  II  D.  Tree  dividing  2 — R.  Peseta;  silver.  We  have 
placed  this  coin  under  Nicaragua  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the 
letters  N R upon  the  reverse.  It  is,  perhaps,  quite  as  likely  to  be  a 
coin  of  Honduras,  for  it  bears  the  motto  of  that  state  and  also  the 
letter  T which  may  as  readily  be  taken  for  the  mint-mark  of  Teguci- 
galpa, as  the  N R to  refer  Nicaragua.  We  lean  toward  the  Nicara- 
gua theory,  however,  and  have  so  attributed  the  coin,  although  it  is 
entirely  possible  that  we  are  wrong. 

NICARAGUA  IN  ALLIANCE  WITH  HONDURAS  AND  SAN 

SALVADOR.  1849—1851. 

Between  the  years  1849  and  1851,  while  in  alliance  with  Honduras 
and  San  Salvador,  Nicaragua  undertook  to  create  a currency  by 
counterstamping  various  cobs  and  other  silver  pieces.  We  have 
gathered  a few  of  these  counterstamps,  which  will  be  described  in  the 
order  of  their  dates. 

No.  169. — Upon  a peso  of  Charles  II,  1687,  of  the  Potosi  mint  in 
Bolivia,  a small  round  counterstamp  of  three  mountains  with  the 
sun  rising  above. 


No.  170.— Upon  a cob  dollar  of  Phillip  V,  1733,  of  the  mint  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  the  counterstamp  described  in  No.  169. 
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No.  171. — Upon  a peso  of  Ferdinand  VI,  1751,  of  tlie  Guatemala 
mint,  the  counterstamp  described  in  No.  169. 

No.  172. — Upon  a toston  of  Philip  Y,  1709,  of  the  Potosi  mint,  the 
counterstamp  described  in  No.  169. 

No.  173. — Upon  a toston  of  Philip  Y,  1744,  of  the  Guatemala  mint, 
the  counterstamp  described  in  No.  169. 

No.  174. — Upon  a two-real  piece  of  Lima,  1832,  the  counterstamp 
described  in  No.  169. 

No.  175. — Upon  a Peruvian  dollar  of  1822,  two  counterstamps. 
That  on  the  obverse  a five-pointed  star  with  a quiver,  bow  and 
arrows ; on  the  reverse  the  sun  rising  above  the  mountains  as  des- 
cribed in  No.  169. 

No.  176. — Similar  counterstamps  upon  a Bolivian  dollar  of  1834. 

No.  177. — Similar  counterstamps  upon  a Peruvian  dollar  of  1838. 
UNDEE  THE  PEESENT  EEPUBLIC. 

No.  178. — Obv.  Crowned  lion  to  left.  Eev.  ^ | EEAL  | 1867 

between  palm  branches.  Cuartino;  silver. 

No.  179. — Obv.  EEPUBLIC  A DE  NICABAGLTA  A shield  sur- 
mounted by  a crown  of  feathers  between  four  flags,  bearing  five  moun- 
tains resting  upon  the  sea.  The  middle  mountain  has  a pole  with  a 
liberty  cap  upon  its  summit,  with  the  sun  rising  to  the  left.  In  ex., 
1878  Eev.  UN  | CENTAYO  within  a wreath  of  oak.  Centavo ; 
nickle ; size  13. 

No.  180.— Obv.  EEPUBLICA  DE  NICAEAGUA  A triangular 
shield  bearing  the  arms  described  in  No.  179,  siipported  by  flags, 
rifles,  trumpets,  battle-axes,  etc.  Below  the  shield  is  a cannon  point- 
ing to  right.  In  ex., *1880*  Eev.  15  de  setiembre  5 | cts  within 
a laurel  wreath.  In  ex.,  1821.  Five  centavos;  silver. 

No.  181.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  180.  Eev.  15  de  setiembre  20  CTS 
within  a laurel  wreath.  In  ex.,  1821.  Twenty  cents:  silver. 

No.  182.— Obv.  *EEPUBLICA  DE  NICAEAGUA*  Arms  as  in 
No.  180  within  a laurel  wreath  united  at  the  stems  by  two  crossed 
cannon.  In  ex.,  15  de  setiembre  1821  Eev.  10  | CENTS  | 1887 
within  a laurel  wreath.  10  Centsj  silver. 

Leon. 

The  city  of  Leon,  once  the  capital  of  Nicaragua,  which  honor  now 
rests  witli  Managua,  was  founded  by  Hernandez  de  Cordova,  in  1523. 
Its  original  site  was  at  the  head  of  the  western  bay  of  Lake  Managua, 
near  the  base  of  the  great  volcano  of  Momotombo,  at  the  place  now 
called  Old  Leon.  This  spot,  like  La  Antigua  Guatemala,  proved  too 
shaky  to  suit  the  good  people  of  Leon,  and  after  a series  of  disastrous 
earthquakes  they  were  forced  to  abandon  their  town  and  remove  to 
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its  present  site,  in  tlie  year  1610.  Leon  is  described  as  covering  a con- 
siderable area  of  ground,  but  at  present  in  a ruinous  condition,  and 
maintaining  a population  of  about  10,000.  Luring  the  wars  which  fol- 
lowed the  breaking  up  of  the  old  republic,  Leon  suffered  more  severely 
than  any  other  city  in  Central  America.  A large  part,  embracing  the 
richest  and  best  bnilt  portions,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  over  one  thou- 
sand buildings  being  burned  in  a single  night.  The  great  cathedral 
is  surrounded  by  entire  squares  of  ruins  of  what  were  once  palaces. 
Entire  streets,  now  almost  deserted,  are  lined  with  the  remains  of 
large  and  beautiful  edifices  destroyed  in  the  civil  wars. 


No.  183.— Obv.  .FERNANDO.  VII.  REY.  DE.  EBP.  E.  IN. 
Bust  to  right.  In  ex.,  *1808*  Rev.  PROCLA.  EN.  LA.  N.  C. 
DE.  LEON.  D.  NICAR.  Crowned  shield  bearing  the  lion  of  Leon 
crowned  to  right,  dividing  1 — R Proclamation  real;  silver. 

No.  184.— Obv.  MERCADO  | DE  | LEON  Rev.  2\  | DIME 
between  palm  branches.  Market  Token  ; copper  ; rare. 

No.  185. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  184.  Rev.  | DIME  between  palm 
branches.  Market  Token ; copper  ; rare. 

(To  be  continued). 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— There  has  been  a singular  lack  of  activity  in  American  numis- 
matic circles  during  the  past  two  months. 

— Now  there  is  a boom  in  Harrison  presidential.  We  refer  to  the 
medals  and  tokens  of  the  campaign  of  1840,  not  1888.  Good  speci- 
mens are  in  demand  and  prices  have  proportionately  increased. 

— Among  the  recent  foreign  numismatic  publications  we  notice  the 
following : De  Witte,  Numismatics  of  the  states  of  Hainault  and 

Tournay,  Tournay,  1888,  8vo.,  41  pages.  Maxe-Werly,  on  the  Classi- 
fication of  Gaulish  Coins,  8vo.,  17  pages  and  1 plate.  Handelman, 
Description  of  the  Coins  in  the  Museums  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  Kiel, 
1887,  8vo.,  95  pages  with  cuts  in  the  text. 

— It  is  believed  that  the  earliest  Russian  coins  should  be  assigned 
to  the  13th  Century.  They  usually  represent  a man  standing  with  a 
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bow,  or  spear,  and  are  very  rude,  bearing  some  slight  resemblance  to 
the  Bactrians.  The  reverses  bear  out  this  resemblance,  having  rude 
figures  of  various  animals.  The  first  roubles  coined  in  Russia  were 
under  Ivan,  in  1547. 

— Anglo-Gallic  coins  are  all  scarce  and  form  a very  pretty  series  to 
collect,  none  the  less  interesting  on  account  of  its  limited  extent.  The 
coins  of  the  Black  Prince,  with  the  exception  of  the  Salute,  are  the  • 
rarest,  the  gold  Chaise  of  that  reign,  so  called  on  account  of  the  chair 
of  state  on  which  the  prince  is  represented,  being  the  piece  most 
sought  for,  having  sold  as  high  as  £25. 

— One  of  the  oldest  English  medals  known,  if  not  the  oldest,  is  in 
the  Kings’  library  at  the  British  Museum.  Its  description  is  as 
follows  : Obv.  10  KENDAL  RHODI  TYRCYPELLERIYS.  Bust 
to  right,  in  armor,  wearing  the  cross  of  the  order  of  St.  John.  Rev. 
TEMPORE  OBSIDIONIS  TYRCHORYM.  MCCCCLXXX.  A 


shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Kendal  and  the  cross  of  St.  John.  Cast 
and  chased.  John  Kendal  was  Prior  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem  in  London,  between  the  years  1491  and  1501.  He  was 
Lieutenant  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Knights  of  Malta  in  Italy, 
England,  Flanders  and  Ireland,  and  in  virtue  of  that  office  was  en- 
gaged in  1480,  in  raising  recruits  for  the  defense  of  Rhodes  against 
the  Turks. 

— Mr.  A.  de  Belfort,  director  of  L' Annuaire  de  la  Societe  Francaise 
Numismatique,  sold,  on  February  25,  1888,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Hoffmann,  his  fine  collection  of  Roman  coins,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  its  special  line  in  France.  The  coins  of  the  Emperor 
Augustus  alone  numbered  400  specimens,  which  will  convey  some 
slight  idea  of  the  value  of  the  collection  as  a whole.  Among  the 
prices  realized  we  may  mention  the  following : Sextus  Pompey,  gold, 
Cohen,  1,  900  francs ; Septimus  Severus,  with  the  mask  of  Medusa 
on  the  reverse,  Cohen,  351,  900  fr. ; Macrinus,  gold,  Cohen,  50,  705  fr.; 
Uranius,  gold,  Cohen,  2,  4,150  fr.;  Uranius,  L.  IA  L.  A"\  R.  SA  LP. 
ANTONINAS,  bust  laureated  to  left,  with  the  cuirass  and  the  palu- 
damentum,  gold,  4,270  fr.;  Constans  II,  gold  medallion,  2000  fr.; 
Licinia  Eudoxia,  gold,  Cohen,  1,  1,900  fr.  The  2,038  numbers  of  the 
catalogue  realized  71,306  francs.  Even  the  commonest  coins  sold  for 
high  prices,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  an  important  sale. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 

L.  A.  S.,  Hermosa,  111.  There  is  great  difference  of  opinion  among 
collectors  as  to  the  best  method  of  cleaning  coins.  We  can  only  give 
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you  our  own  experience  in  this  matter  and  mention  the  methods  em- 
ployed by  us  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  For  gold  and  silver 
coins  when  simply  dirty,  the  best  way  is  to  wash  with  soap  and  water 
using  a moderately  stiff  brush.  After  the  dirt  has  been  removed  rub 
gently  with  a piece  of  chamois  or  an  old  cotton  rag.  If  silver  coins 
be  tarnished,  dipping  in  a weak  solution  of  cyanide  of  potasium  will 
immediately  remove  the  tarnish,  but  it  will  leave  the  coin  of  a sickly 
white  color  which  shows  that  it  has  been  treated  at  a glance.  A e 
never  met  with  any  success  in  attempting  to  treat  proof  pieces.  Many 
collectors  claim  to  be  able  to  so  treat  these  pieces  as  to  better  their 
condition,  but  we  have  yet  to  see  one  which  seemed  to  us  after  treat- 
ment to  be  much  improved.  The  treatment  of  copper  coins  is  also  a 
very  delicate  matter.  To  polish  or  brighten  them  is  certainly  bar- 
barous. It  brings  out  all  the  imperfections  and  gives  them  a dis- 
agreeable, dull  red  color,  which  to  the  minds  of  all  advanced  collec- 
tors ruins  the  coins.  To  treat  dirty  copper  coins  covered  with 
verdigris,  our  method  has  always  proved  very  successful.  First  put 
the  coin  in  a basin  of  water  permitting  it  to  remain  undisturbed  for 
an  hour  or  two.  Then  remove  and  wipe  carefully  with  a cotton 
cloth.  This  will  loosen  up  and  remove  all  the  dirt  soluble  in  water, 
and  if  there  be  only  dirt  on  the  coin  it  may  be  improved  by  gently 
brushing  with  a soft  brush.  If  the  coin  be  covered  with  verdigris,, 
almost  any  other  appearance  will  be  preferable.  Take  a mixture  of 
acetic  acid  and  ammonia,  half  and  half,  place  it  in  a cup  and  im- 
mersing the  coin  allow  it  to  remain  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  or  even 
longer,  if  the  condition  of  the  coin  be  particularly  bad.  After  the 
liquid  has  assumed  a greenish  blue  color,  remove  the  coin  and  wipe 
very  gently  with  a cotton  rag.  This  will  take  off  the  verdigris  and 
at  the  same  time  leave  the  coin  with  a better  surface  than  any  other 
plan  we  know  of.  It  will  however,  redden  it  somewhat.  If  the  coin 
be  spotted  with  verdigris,  or  disfigured  by  small  particles  of  grease 
between  the  letters  of  the  legend  or  in  other  places,  the  burnt  end  of  a 
match  carefully  applied  will  remove  the  grease  most  effectively,  with- 
out in  the  least  disfiguring  the  surface  of  the  coin.  Copper  proofs 
when  tarnished,  may  be  advantageously  rubbed  with  a dry  cotton 
rag,  and  the  same  is  true  of  proofs  in  bronze.  Ancient  coins  should 
not  be  treated  by  any  collector.  With  these  the  marks  of  time 
are  also  marks  of  honor.  Leave  them  alone.  Silver  and  copper  proofs 
will  tarnish  in  the  cabinet  unless  wrapped  in  tissue  paper.  Use  white 
paper,  and  if  you  wish  to  preserve  the  proof  surface  never  allow  any- 
one to  handle  them  but  yourself  and  expose  them  as  seldom  as  pos- 
sible to  the  air. 

In  regard  to  the  best  kind  of  wood  for  cabinets,  we  hardly  know 
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what  answer  to  make.  Black  walnut  is  most  commonly  employed, 
but  this  wood  warps  badly  unless  well  seasoned,  and  in  this  matter 
the  collector  is  usually  deceived.  Any  hard,  well-seasoned  wood  is 
good  for  coin  cabinets.  The  great  desideratum  is  to  have  a wood 
which  will  not  warp. 

In  making  a cabinet  we  have  always  found  that  for  a general  col- 
lection it  pays  best  to  have  the  drawers  all  of  the  same  size,  allowing 
for  depth  about  half  an  inch.  This  will  take  in  all  ordinary  coins, 
but  if  the  collection  is  to  be  largely  of  medals,  a greater  depth  will 
be  necessary.  The  sides  of  the  drawers  should  be  permitted  to  extend 
at  least  an  inch  beyond  the  back.  This  will  permit  the  opening  the 
drawer  to  its  full  extent,  and  is  of  immense  convenience,  as  every  col- 
lector Avho  has  tried  it  will  attest.  Black  or  red  velveteen  should 
be  used  for  lining,  preferably  red.  Blue  or  white  velvet  will  ruin 
your  silver  coins.  Do  not  attemjst  to  make  partings,  they  are  only  a 
nuisance.  Lay  your  coins  one  after  the  other,  except  in  the  case  of 
pieces  which  you  are  desirous  of  particularly  identifying,  these  put 
in  a pasteboard  box  with  such  notes  as  you  wish  to  make. 

There  can  be  no  set  rule  given  for  the  arrangement  of  a coin  cabi- 
net. It  depends  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the  collection.  Let 
us  suppose  that  you  collect  everything,  and  the  following  would  be 
our  idea  of  the  way  in  which  your  coins  should  be  arranged  : 

1.  America — Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  of  regular  issues,  arranged  by 
date.  Next,  tokens,  or  store  cards,  arranged  alphabetically,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  Journal’s  lists.  Last,  medals,  arranged  in  any  way  which 
may  seem  best. 

2.  Europe — Begin  with  Kussia,  following  with  Norway,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Germany,  Netherlands,  England,  France,  Spain,  and  so  on 
around  to  Turkey,  bringing  in  interior  countries  next  to  their  neigh- 
bors whose  boundaries  reach  the  coast.  Asia'  should  follow,  and 
then  Africa,  Australia  coming  last.  South  America  follows  North 
America  of  course. 

Arrange  your  ancient  coins  by  themselves,  according  to  countries 
and  rulers,  beginning  with  the  earliest  king  or  prince.  The  same„ 
method  should  be  employed  with  mediaeval  coins,  which  embrace  all 
European  issues  from  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  down  to  about 
the  year  1550.  A cabinet  thus  arranged  will  be  at  once  convenient 
for  reference  and  correct  historically.  In  arranging  a series,  it  is 
usually  the  custom  to  place  the  coin  of  the  lowest  value  first  in  the 
drawer,  although  we  are  free  to  confess  that  we  like  it  best  the  other 
way.  As  your  collection  grows,  you  will  find  a systematic  arrange- 
ment of  vast  assistance  in  fixing  the  coins  in  your  memory. 
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The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  H.  LOW. 

( Continued  f/  om  page  133). 

I shall  now  consider  the  coins  of  the  Macula  series,  which  were,  as 
I have  already  mentioned,  designed  particularly  for  circulation  in  the 
kingdom  of  Angola,  generally  for  use  all  along  the  Guinea  Coast. 

The  coins  of  the  M acuta1  series  are  of  superior  artistic  appearance, 
and  were,  take  it  altogether,  about  as  handsome  as  any  coins  in  Euro- 
pean circulation  at  the  period.  The  copper  coins  are  often  found 
counterm arked  with  a small  shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Portugal  with 
a cross  and  a number  of  pellets  above.  These  countermarks  were 
placed  upon  the  coins  during  the  regency,  in  1814,  when  the  currency 
having  become  much  depreciated,  it  seemed  desirable  to  in- 
crease the  nominal  value  of  the  subsiduary  coins.  The  values  Avere 
doubled  by  these  marks,  but  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  if  the  actual 
purchasing  power  of  the  coins  was  increased.  Let' me  begin  with 
the  silver  issues  of  the  year  1762. 

No.  59. — Obv.  josephus.  i.  d.  g.  rex.  p.  et  d.  guine.p;  Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal ; to  the  projecting  corners  of  the  shield,  right  and 
left,  garlands  are  suspended.  Rev.  . Africa  a flower,  portugueza.  a 
dower,  . 1762.  a tloAver.  Within  a laurel  wreath,  MACU  | TAS  | + 
10+  Above  MACU  is  a four-leaved  flower.  l)ez  Macut as  ; silver. 

No.  60. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Value 
expressed  thus  : MACU  | TAS  | 4-  8 + Oito  Macutas ; silver. 

No.  61. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Value 
exjmessed  : MACU  | TAS  | 6 Sets  Macutas ; silver. 

No.  62. — Ob\\  Similar  to  No.  59.  Rev.  Similar'  to  No.  59.  Value 
expressed:  MACU  | TAS  | +4+  Quatro  Macutas ; silver. 

No.  63. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  59.  Value 
expressed:  MACU  | TAS  | + 2 + Duas  Macutas ; silver. 

No.  64. — Similar  to  No.  61.  Value  expressed:  MACU  [ TAS  | 12 
Date  1763.  Doze  Macutas',  silver. 

No.  65. — Similar  to  No.  61.  Date  1763.  Sets  Macutas  ; silver. 

No.  66. — Similar  to  No.  62.  Date  1763.  Quatro  Macutas',  silver. 

No.  67. — Similar  to  No.  63.  Date  1763.  Duas  Macutas',  silver. 

No.  68. — Obv.  josephus.  i.  d.  g rex.  p.  et.  d.  guine  Arms  of  Por- 
tugal upon  a croAvned  globe.  Rev.  A flower.  . Africa  . portugueza. 
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a flower  .1763.  MACU  | TA  | 1 Above  MACU,  on  either  side  of 
TA  and  the  denominational  figure,  are  flowers.  Macuta  ; copper. 

No.  69. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  68.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  68.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TA  | % Meia  Macuta copper. 

No.  70. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  68.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  68.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TAS  | % Equipaga ; copper. 


No.  71.— Same  as  No.  70,  but  bears  the  countermark  of  the  regency. 
Equipaga ; copper. 

No.  72. — Obv.  josephus.  i.  d.  g.  rex.  p.  et.  d.  guine.e  Crowned 
arms  of  Portugal ; to  the  projecting  corners  of  the  shield,  right  and 
left,  garlands  are  suspended.  Rev.  A large  flower  between  two 
smaller  flowers.  AFRICA  a flower  portugueza  a large  flower  between 
two  smaller  flowers  1770  MACU  | TAS  | 1^2  within  a laurel  wreath. 
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Above  MACU  and  upon  either  side  of  the  denominational  figures 
are  flowers.  Doze  Maculas  ; silver. 

No.  73. — Similar  to  No.  60.  Date  1770.  Oiio  Maculas ; silver. 

No.  74. — Similar  to  No.  62.  Date  1770.  Quairo  Macutas ; silver. 


No.  75. — Similar  to  No.  69.  Date  1770.  Counterstamped.  Meia 
3Iacuta ; copper. 


No.  76.— Similar  to  No.  69.  Date  1770.  Differently  counter- 
stamped.  Meia  3Iacuta  ; copper. 
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No.  77. — Similar  to  No.  70.  Date  1770.  Equipaga ; copper. 

MARIA  I AND  PETER  III.  1777-1786. 

No.  78. — Obv.  MARIA.  L ET.  PETRUS  III.  D.  G.  REGES.  P.  ET.  D.  GUINE2E 
Crowned  arms  of  Portugal ; to  the  projecting  corners  of  tlie  shield, 
right  and  left,  garlands  are  suspended.  Rev.  A large  flower  between 
two  smaller  flowers.  Africa  a flower  portugueza  a large  flower  be- 
tween two  smaller  flowers  1783  Within  a laurel  wreath,  MACU  | 
TAS  | 1*1  Above  MACU  and  upon  either  side  of  the  denominational 
figures  are  flowers.  Doze  Macula * ; silver. 

No.  79. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Value 
expressed':  MACU  | TAS  | BO  Dez  Macutas;  silver. 


No;  $0. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TAS  | -r  £ + Oito  Macuias  ; silver. 

No.  81. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TAS  | Duas  Macutas  ; silver.  , 

No.  82. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Date 
1784.  Value  expressed : MACU  | TAS  | 6 S$is  Macutas  ; silver. 


No.  83. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  78.  Date 
1784.  Value  expressed:  MACU  | TAS  | 1 Quatro  Macutas;  silver. 
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No.  84. — Obv.  MARIA.  I.  ET.  PETRUS  III.  D G.  REGES  P.  ET.  D.  GUINEA. 
Arms  of  Portugal  upon  a crowned  globe.  Rev.  A flower  . Africa  . 
portugueza.  a flower  . 1785.  Within  a circle  of  pellets,  MACU  | TA 
j 1 Above  MACU  on  either  side  of  TA  and  the  denominational 
figure  are  flowers.  Macvta  ; copper. 

No.  85. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  84.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  84.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TA  | Meia  Macula ; copper. 

No.  86.— Obv.  Similar  to  No.  84.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  84.  Value 
expressed  : MACU  | TA  | ^ Equipaga ; copper. 

No.  87.— Similar  to  No.  81.  Date  1786.  Duns  Macutas ; silver. 

No.  88.— Similar  to  No.  85.  Date  1786.  Mela  Macula  ; silver. 

( To  he  continued ). 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

(Continued  from  page  120). 


Q8^°i.  ^8'  9 >V‘  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  base 

o4;  distance  from  the  tipo  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  d4  5 distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
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letter  L,  94 ; lengtli  of  date  through  the  centre,  4.  This  is  another 
strongly  marked  variety.  The  stand  of  the  letter  y is  missing  on  the 
left.  The  die  is  broken  at  the  border  above  the  letter  i,  the  crack  ex- 
tending through  ibert  on  some  specimens,  through  ib  rty  on  others. 
On  other  specimens  still,  there  is  a die-crack  extending  from  the 
border  to  the  bust,  4|  in  length.  The  date  is  slightly  curved,  the  tops 
of  the  figures  1 being  blunt  and  the  8 and  the  0 very  close  together. 

Rev. — Rev.  C. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  is  very  close  to  the  letter  c of  cent,  but  does  not  touch  as 
represented  in  our  illustration.  The  fraction  reads  5 , but  differs 
from  Revs.  A and  B in  appearance,  the  ciphers  being  round  and  reg- 
ular. The  left  wreath  stem  terminates  in  a sharp  point.  Measure- 
ments : The  word  one  stands  1 above  cent  ; distance  between  the  letter 
d of  united  and  the  first  a of  states  at  base,  2f ; distance  between  of 
and  the  first  a of  America  at  top,  24 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2J,  left  stem  : 34 ; distance 
between  the  ribbon  ends,  4.  R1. 

No.  159. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 

base,  9| ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3|  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left 
point  of  the  letter  l,  94;  length  of  date,  4.  The  first  1 of  the  date 
is  blunt  on  top  ; the  positions  of  the  figures  are  the  same  as  No.  156.. 

Rev. — Rev.  D. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  is  more  distant  from  the  letter  c than  on  Rev.  C',  the  letter 
t of  cent  stands  slightly  above  the  line  of  its  fellows.  The  fraction 
is  from  the  same  punch  as  Revs.  B and  C,  but  shows  the  figure  1 
cut  over  the  first  0 of  the  denominator,  still  leaving  the  cipher  per- 
fectly distinct.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united 
to  the  first  s of  states,  at  base,  24 ; distance  from  the  letter  F in  of 
to  the  first  a of  America,  24;  length  of  wreath  .stems  from  point  of 
union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 3,  left  stem  : 3 ; space  between  the 
ribbon  ends,  44-  On  some  specimens  of  this  reverse  the  die  is  found 
cracked  on  the  border  above  the  letters  stat.  R1. 

No.  160.— Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
y,  34  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9-f.  The  date  is  divided  1 80  1,  as  on  No.  158. 

Rev. — Rev.  E. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  touches  the  letter  c.  The  letter  T of  cent  is  slightly 
above  the  line  of  its  fellows.  The  numerator  of  the  fraction  is  closer 
to  the  knot  than  on  any  of  the  preceding  varieties.  The  word  of  is 
usually  found  weakly  struck.  Measurements : Distance  between  one 
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and  cent,  If  ; distance  from  tlie  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of 
STATES,  at  base,  2^;  distance  between  the  letter  f in  of  and  the  first 
a of  America,  2 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  ter- 
minus, right  stem  : 2f,  left  stem  : 2f  ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends, 
4f ; length  of  denominator,  2f.  R1. 

No.  181. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9f  ; distance  from,  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  L,  10  ; length  of  date  through  the  centre,  4f.  This  die  seems 
to  have  been  formed  from  a scaly  piece  of  steel,  causing  the  impres- 
sion to  present  a peculiar  appearance.  Four  wavy  lines,  almost 
parallel,  appear  in  front  of  the  head,  the  lower  and  largest  one  be- 
ginning at  the  letter  E and  extending  downward  through  the  hair  and 
forehead,  thence  sloping  toward  the  border  milling  to  a point  directly 
opposite  the  chin ; the  upper  one  touches  the  base  of  the  letters  ty 
and  extends  to  the  border  milling.  An  attempt  seems  to  have  been 
made  to  polish  this  portion  of  the  die,  resulting  in  the  partial  oblit- 
eration of  the  letters  rty,  and  leaving  the  face  in  unusually  high 
relief.  The  first  1 of  the  date  is  properly  formed,  while  the  final 
1 is  blunt  and  the  8 a little  higher  than  the  other  figures. 

Rev. — Rev.  F. — The  lowest  leaf  on'  the  inside  of  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  touches  the  letter  c.  Only  on  this  reverse  is  the  letter  n 
properly  formed  in  each  instance  of  its  occurrence.  The  final  a of 
America  is  closer  to  the  ribbon  than  on  any  other  variety.  The  de- 
nominator of  the  fraction  is  evenly  spaced  and  stands  considerably 
below  the  dividing  line.  Measurements  : Distance  between  the  letter 
d of  united  and  the  first  s of  states,  2 ; distance  between  the  letter  f 
in  of  and  tlie  first  a of  America,  If ; length  of  word  America  at  base, 
10 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right 
stem  : 2f , left  stem  : 2f  ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4f ; length 
of  denominator,  2f.  A die-crack  shows  itself  beginning  at  the  base 
of  the  letters  ca  of  America  and  extending  to  the  final  0 of  the  fraction. 
Rl. 

No.  162. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  158,  but  struck  previous  to  the  breaking 
of  the  die. 

Rev.^ — Rev.  G. — The  letters  n and  t of  cent  connect  at  the  top. 
There  is  a small  point  near  the  base  of  the  first  s of  states.  The 
denominator  of  the  fraction  is  separated  thus — 1 00 ; the  dividing 
line  does  not  extend  above  the  final  0.  Measurements : Distance  be- 
tween the  letter  d of  united  and  the  first  s of  states,  at  the  base,  If ; 
distance  from  the  letter  f in  of  to  the  first  a in  America,  3 ; distance 
between  the  words  one  and  cent,  1 ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
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point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem:  2f,  left  stem,  2f;  space  be- 
tween the  ribbon  ends,  4^ ; length  of  denominator,  24.  R5. 

No.  163. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
8g  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f ; length  of  date,  4.  The  figures  of  the  date  are 
evenly  spaced,  both  the  first  and  the  final  1 being  blunt  on  top. 

Rev. — Rev.  H. — The  final  a of  America  is  not  quite  so  close  to  the 
ribbon  as  on  Rev.  G.  The  numerator  of  the  fraction  is  closer  to  the 
knot  than  on  any  other  reverse,  while  the  denominator  is  separated 
as  on  Rev.  G.  Measurements:  Distance  between  the  letter  d of  united 
and  the  first  s of  states,  at  the  base,  2f ; distance  between  the  letter 
F in  of  and  the  first  a of  America,  2| ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem:  3;  left  stem:  3;  space  between 
the  ribbon  ends,  4 ; length  of  denominator,  2§.  On  some  specimens 
of  this  reverse  a die-crack  shows  itself  at  the  border  milling  above 
the  letter  f in  of  and  also  above  the  letters  ame  of  America.  R1. 

With  No.  163  terminates  the  description  of  the  cents  of  the  year 
1801.  The  mint  records  state  the  number  coined  at  1,362,837.  They 
are  quite  common  in  an  ordinary  or  worn  condition,  but  decidedly 
hard  to  obtain  well  preserved  or  in  an  uncirculated  state.  The 
strongly  marked  character  of  the  points  of  difference  between  the 
varying  dies,  renders  the  selection  and  arrangement  of  the  varieties 
easier  than  is  the  case  with  the  cents  of  some  of  the  preceding  years. 

(To  he  continued). 


Early  American  Patterns. 

(Continued  from  'page  109). 

THE  WASHINGTON  CENTS. 

Surely  the  Washington  cents  may  be  considered  patterns  whether 
designed  and  executed  at  home  or  abroad.  In  this  claim,  however, 
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we  venture  to  include  only  those  varieties  upon  which  the  word  cent 
appears — so  far  as  the  others  are  concerned  we  have  not  a word  to 
say. 


No.  23.— Obv.  Washington  Laurelled  bust  of  Washington  in  mil- 
itary dress,  to  left.  In  ex.,  a star-like  ornament. 

Rev.  one  cent.  Bust  and  ornament  as  oh  obverse. 


No.  24. — Obv.  WASHINGTON  president  Bust  of  Washington  in  mil- 
itary dress,  to  left ; the  hair  tied  behind  in  a queue.  In  ex.,  1791 

Bev._  one  cent  An  eagle  displayed,  having  upon  the  breast  a shield 
with  six  stripes.  In  the  right  talon  is  an  olive  branch,  in  the  left  a 
number  of  arrows ; in  the  beak  a scroll ; upon  the  scroll : unum  e 
pluribus 

Edge,  united  states  of  America  Borders  milled  ; size  19 

No.  25— Obv  WASHINGTON  president  Bust  of  Washington,  similar 
to  No.  24,  to  left. 

Rev.  one  cent  An  eagle,  somewhat  smaller  than  on  No.  24  with 
upraised  wings  bearing  upon  the  breast  a shield  with  six  perpen- 
dicular and  six  horizontal  stripes  ; holding  in  the  right  talon  an  olive 
jiancli,  in  the  left,  six  arrows  : Above  the  head  is  a band  of  clouds  be- 
neath which  are  eight  stars.  In  ex.,  1791 

Edge,  united  states  of  AMERICA  Borders  milled;  size  19. 

No.  26.— Obv.  WASHINGTON  president.  Undraped  bust  of  Wash- 
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ington  to  right,  the  hair  confined  by  a band  tied  in  a bow  with  long 
ends.  In  ex.,  1792 

Rev.  A small  eagle  with  upraised  wings,  bearing  upon  its  breast 
a shield  with  six  perpendicular  stripes ; in  the  right  talon  an  olive 
branch,  in  the  left  thirteen  arrows ; on  either  side  of  the  head  are 
three  stars,  with  the  word  cent  above. 

Edge.  Plain,  or  lettered : united  states  of  America  Borders 
milled ; size  19. 

So  much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  Washington  cents 
that  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add  a word.  It  is  now  tolerably 
well  established  that  Nos.  24,  25  and  26  were  the  work  of  Hancock, 
the  famous  maker  of  tokens  at  Birmingham,  England,  during  the 
period  1789 — 1798,  but  whether  struck  simply  as  tokens  to  attract 
purchasers  from  the  English  admirers  of  Washington,  or  as  patterns 
for  an  American  copper  coinage,  on  order  from  persons  in  America, 
wall  probably  never,  with  certainty,  be  known.  We  endorse  the 
latter  conclusions  ; hence  the  place  given  to  the  coins  in  this  list. 
With  the  exception  of  No.  26,  none  of  these  Washington  cents  can  be 
termed  very  rare. 

This  particular  variety,  usually  called  the  “ naked  bust,”  has  sev- 
eral times  appeared  upon  our  auction  boards,  and  has  always  com- 
manded a high  price.  As  No.  2460,  of  the  McCoy  sale,  May  17—21, 
1864,  it  brought  $480.00.  Since  that  time,  however,  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  this  coin  was  held  as  a rarity  has  diminished,  for  a 
specimen  in  the  Bushnell  sale  failed  to  attract  a higher  bid  than 
$60.00.  The  one  in  the  recent  Woodward  sale  brought  $75.00. 

Can  we  call  the  Fugio  a pattern  ? Probably  not,  without  stretch- 
inw  our  lines  a step  too  far.  This  then  leaves  us  only  the  patterns 
of  1792,  described  in  Yol.  X of  the  Journal,  pp.  98—100,  by  our  es- 
teemed correspondent,  Dr.  Robert  Coulton  Davis ; these  we  will  add, 
employing  Dr.  Davis  descriptions,  and  with  them  bring  our  review 

to  a close. 


No.  27.— (Davis  No.  1)— Obv.  lib.  par.  of  science  & industry. 
Head  (said  to  be  that  of  Martha  Washington)  with  flowing  hair,  to 

left.  Beneath  the  head,  1795  , ,,  _ 

Rev.  uni.  states  of  America  A small  eagle  flying,  left.  Beneath 
the  eagle,  half  | disme  | * Rim  and  edge  milled ; size  10£ ; silver. 
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No.  28. — (Davis  No.  2) — Obv.  liberty  parent  of  science  & indus. 
a head  of  somewhat  bolder  type,  with  flowing  hair,  to  left.  Beneath 
the  head  1792 

Rev.  united  states  of  America  A small  eagle  with  head  turned  to 
right,  flying  toward  the  left.  Beneath  the  eagle,  disme  Him  and 
edge  milled ; size  14 ; metals:  silver,  copper. 

No.  29. — (Davis  No.  3) — Obv.  liberty  parent  of  science  and 
indust  : A head  with  flowing  hair,  to  right.  Beneath  the  head,  1792 

Rev.  united  states  of  America  Within  an  olive  wreath,  one  | cent 
In  ex.,  T(jo  Rim  and  edge  milled  ; size  14  ; copper. 

No.  30. — (Davis  No.  4) — Obv.  Same  as  No.  29. 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  29.  Copper,  Avith  small  plug  of  silver  inserted  in 
the  blank  plancliet  before  striking.  Kuoavu  as  the  “ Silver  Centre 
Cent.” 

No.  31. — ( Davis  No.  5) — Obv.  liberty  parent  of  science  & industry 
* A head  with  flowing  hair  to  right.  Upon  the  shoulder  of  the  bust, 
birch  Beneath  the  head,  1792 

Rev.  united  states  of  America  Within  a plain  circle,  which  in 
turn,  is  enclosed  by  a wreath,  one  j cent  In  ex.,  Rim  milled ; 
edge  plain  ; size  21 ; copper. 

No.  32.— (Davis  No.  6) — Obv.  Same  as  No.  31. 

Rev.  Same  as  No.  31. 

Edge,  to  be  esteemed  * be  useful  * 

No.  33. — (Davis  No.  7) — ObAr.  Same  as  No.  31. 

ReAr.  Same  as  No.  31. 

Edge,  to  be  esteemed,  be  useful  * Upon  either  side,  of  the  star 
is  a small  leaf. 

No.  34. — (Davis  No.  8) — ObAr.  A female  head  to  right,  the  hair 
confined  by  a band  and  knot.  Above  the  head,  liberty  In  ex.,  1792 

Rev.  united  states  of  America  An  eagle  with  upraised  Avings, 
standing  upon  the  section  of  a globe,  facing  right  with  the  head 
turned  toward  the  left.  Upon  the  obverse  the  rim  is  plain  and  slightly 
raised ; upon  the  reverse  is  a circle  composed  of  87  small  stars. 
Edge  milled  ; size  18  ; copper. 
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No.  35. — (Davis,  No.  9)— Obv.  An  eagle  standing  upon  a rock,  to 
left,  with  beak  open  and  head  turned  to  right. 

Rev.— TRIAL  PIECE.  | DESIGNED  FOR  | UNITED  STATES  | CENT  | 1792 
Rim  raised;  edge  plain;  size  19£;  copper. 

No.  36. — (Davis,  No.  10) — Obv.  An  eagle  standing  upon  the  sec- 
tion of  a globe  to  left,  with  head  turned  right. 

Rev.— Plain.  Struck  upon  a rough  planchet.  Sizel6|;  copper. 

No.  37. — (Davis,  No.  11) — Obv.  An  eagle  with  spread  wings,  hold- 
ing in  its  talons  a shield. 

Rev. — Plain.  Struck  upon  a rough  planchet.  Size,  16| ; copper. 

Dr.  Davis  admits  the  possibility  of  Nos.  36  and  37  being  intended 
for  seals,  to  impress  upon  paper  the  amount  of  revenue  tax  assessed 
by  the  government,  rather  than  patterns  for  coinage. 

THE  END. 


The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from,  page  141). 

THE  MOSQUITO  COAST. 

We  know  of  no  coins  issued  by  the  negro  puppet  so  long  main- 
tained by  England  upon  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nicaragua  under  the 
title  of  “ His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Mosquitos,”  but  we  find  in  our 
collection  a token  struck  at  Bluefields,  the  capital  of  the  Mosquito 
territory,  which  is  thus  described  : 

No.  186.— Obv.  S.  PARSONS  | BLUEFIELDS  | 1878  Rev. 

TOKEN  | | CENTS  Brass ; size  13. 

C'osla  Itica. 

The  coins  of  Costa  Rica  are  more  numerous  than  those  of  any  o 
the  Central  American  states  except  Guatemala.  The  list  includes 
many  counterstamps  and  several  private  tokens,  and  it  is  believed 
that  many  of  the  unlocated  hacienda  tokens,  which,  during  the  last 
few  years  have  become  so  numerous  in  our  American  collections, 
should  be  assigned  to  the  mines  and  plantations  of  this  state. 

Geographically  Costa  Rica  is  situated  most  southerly  of  the  tier 
of  Centra]  American  states ; politically  it  has,  since  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Union,  been  one  of  the  most  distracted,  as  well  as  the  least 
progressive  of  all. 

The  very  name  of  Costa  Rica  [rich  coast]  is  suggestive  of  numis- 
matic treasures,  but  like  many  another  golden  suggestion  it  is  not 


1888. 


The  Coin  Collectors  Journal. 


157 


borne  out  in  fact,  for  the  coins  of  Costa  Pica  are  -for  the  most  part 
common  and  their  metals  largely  base. 

In  Spanish  times  Costa  llica  formed  a separate  government,  and, 
owing  probably  to  its  sparsely  settled  condition,  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  divided  into  intendencies,  as  Avere  the  present  states  of 
Guatemala,  Honduras  and  Nicaragua.  The  name  rich  roast  Avas  be- 
stowed upon  it  because  of  its  numerous  mines  of  gold,  silver  and 
copper.  At  this  period  Porto  Bollo  Avas  the  rendezvous  of  the  gal- 
leons, and  the  commerce  of  the  province  was  in  a most  flourishing 
condition.  This  excited  the  cupidity  of  adventurers,  and  during  the 
17th  century  Costa  Pica  Avas  repeatedly  ravaged  by  pirates  and  free- 
booters who  overran  the  country,  destroying  towns  and  plantations, 
and  carrying,  uav ay  large  numbers  of  t lie  natives  as  slaAres. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  Costa  Pica  had  become 
almost  depopulated,  and  contained  but  one  city— Cartago — three 
towns  and  ten  Arillages,  with  a total  population  of  but'  30,000.  Although 
its  population  and  commerce  has  somewhat  increased  during  late- 
years,  Costa  Pica  still  remains  the  most  unimportant  of  the  Central 
American  states.  , 

In  our  review,  of  the  coins  of  Costa  Pica  let  us  first  consider  tAvo 
counterstamped  pieces  Avithout  dates,  other  than  those  which  occur 
upon  the  original  coins.  These  pieces  are  supposed  to  have  been  so 
marked  during  the  troubulous  period  1845 — 1850,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  union  of  the  Central  American  states. 


No;  187.— Upon  a Spanish  paseta  of  Ferdinand  VII,  date  1811, 
the  following  counterstamps:  Obv.  costa  rica  A female  head  to 

left.  Beneath  the  head,  2 ( reales ) Rev.  habilitada  por  el  GOB.(ierno) 
(legalized  by  government ) .802  surrounding  a tree.  2 Reales ; silver. 

No.  188.  Upon  the  reverse  of  a United  States  Quarter  Dollar,  date 
1835,  the  following  counterstamp  : habilitada  por  el  gobierno  upon 
a broad  band  surrounding  a lion  Avalking  to  left.  2 Reales  ; silver. 

This  counterstamp  is  found  upon  many  silver  coins,  being  for  the 
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most  part  those  of  the  old  Central  American  Union  and  the  United 
States. 

No.  189. — Obv.  repub  del  cent.  de.  amer.  1825  Three  mountains 
with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  A tree  dividing  \ — E surrounding 
is  : c.  r.  m.  u.  21  Q Half  Escudo,  gold. 


No.  190.— Obv.  .REPUBLICA  DEL  CENTRO  DE  AMER.  Five 
mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  In  ex.,  1831  Rev.  LIBRE 
CRESCA  FECUNDO  A tree  dividing  £— R In  ex.,  .CR.  F.  10  D. 
20  G.  Upon  the  tree  the  counterstamp  described  in  No.  188,  which 
for  convenience  we  shall  call  the  counterstamp  of  the  lion.  Real. 
silver. 

For  examples  of  the  coins  of  the  Costa  Rica  mint  struck  during 
the  Union,  we  refer  the  reader  to  Nos.  2,  3 and  4 of  our  list. 

No.  191. — Upon  a clipped  Central  American  paseta,  the  following 
counterstamps : Obv.  .repub.  del  cent  de  amer.  Three  mountains 
with  the  sun  rising  above.  In  ex.,  1846.  Rev.  habilitada  en  costa 
rica  A tree  dividing  2 — R In  ex.,  j.  b.  2 Reales ; silver. 

No.  192.— Obv.  repub.  del  cent,  de  amer  In  ex.,  1846  Three 
mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  Rev.  habilitada  en  Costarica 
j b Tree  dividing  1 — R.  Struck  upon  an  irregular  piece  of  silver. 

Real.  *'•  TT  . 

No.  193.— Obv.  A LA  CONSTIT?"  D 21  DE?  D 1847  Halt 
length  figure  of  a female,  three-quarter  face  to  the  right,  the  right 
hand  raised  to  the  breast  Rev.  REFORMAS  PROCLAMADAS 
EL  7 D J?  D 1846  A tree  [the  coffee  shrub?]  dividing  1.— R.  Real, 
silver. 

No.  194. — Upon  a Central  American  Real  of  the  Costa  Rica  mint, 
date  1848,  the  counterstamp  of  the  lion,  as  described  in  No.  188. 


Real',  silver.  . Ty. 

No.  195. — Upon  a Central  American  2 Real  piece  ot  the  Costa  xiica 
mint,"  date  1849,  the  counterstamp  of  the  lion,  described  in  No.  188. 

2 Reals)  silver.  

No.  196.— Obv.  .AMERICA  CENTRAL  J.  B.  9.  D.  Half  length 
figure  of  a female,  three-quarter  face  to  the  right,  the  right  hand 
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raised  to  the  breast.  Rev.  .REPUBLICA  DE  COSTA  RICA.  1849 
Tree  dividing  1. — R.  Beal ; silver. 

( To  be  continued). 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the  demise  of  our 
much  esteemed  friend  and  contributor,  Dr.  Robert  Coulton  Davis, 
whose  name  is  familiar  to  every  collector  of  coins  throughout  the 
United  States.  We  trust  that  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  our  readers 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Journal  a detailed  account  of  Dr.  Davis’ 
life  and  numismatic  work. 

— Says  the  London  Truth,  coin  collectors  have  got  another  treasure 
to  look  after,  for  a short  time  ago  a small  issue  of  the  late  German 
Emperor’s  coinage  was. made  from  the  Royal  Mint  at  Berlin,  and  a 
limited  number  of  gold  Erederick’s  have  got  into  circulation,  but 
they  are  already  so  scarce  that  they  command  fancy  prices.  The 
mint  officials  are  now  busy  with  the  coinage  of  the  new  Emperor, 
which  is  to  be  issued  at  once.”  We  have  seen  several  specimens  of 
the  gold  coinage  of  the  Emperor  Frederick  in  the  hands  of  a New 
York  dealer.  Probably  it  is  to  these  gold  pieces  that  Truth  refers. 

— The  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  U.  S.  mint  contains 
the  following  interesting  note  concerning  the  monetary  affairs  of 
Egypt:  “ Egypt  has  ever  been  a prey  to  foreigners.  In  former 

days  the  foreign  conquerors  of  this  country  took  away  from  its 
people  their  pure  money  and  returned  in  place  thereof  a base  coinage. 
The  sharpers  of  the  olden  time  have  had  worthy  imitators  during 
the  nineteenth  century,  who  have  made  Egypt  a chosen  field  of  oper- 
ation. The  conterfeiter  has  passed  through  a day  of  glory  here  ; he 
flooded  Egypt  with  conterfeit  coin,  reaped  millions  of  ill-gotten 
wealth  and  retires  honored  and  respected  in  the  enjoyment  of  vast 
fortune.  To  the  credit  of  the  pure  Egyptian  be  it  said  he  has  not 
been  engaged  in  debasing  the  money  of  his  country.  Not  only  did 
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foreigners  destroy  confidence  in  Egyptian  coin,  but  they  also  man- 
aged to  place  in  circulation  along  with  their  base  productions  vast 
quantities  of  foreign  coin,  which  because  of  the  base  circulation  be- 
came more  popular  than  the  money  of  Egypt,  and  though  imposed 
upon  the  people  at  a premium,  it  was  in  consequence,  readily  accept- 
ed by  them.  Natually  enough  a chaotic  condition  in  monetary  affairs 
was  the  result.” 


Season  medals 
$12.00  each.  A 


On  May  21-25,  a sale  of  coins  and  medals  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  was  held  at  the  auction  rooms  of  Messrs. 
Ban»s  & Co.  This  collection,  vaguely  described  as  “ selected  from 
a large  cabinet  collected  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,”  contained  an  unusually 
large  number  of  rare  and  interesting  coins  of  the  U.  S.  Mint  and 
Colonial  series,  which  seem  to  have  sold  for  very  fair  prices.  Wash- 
ington half  dollar  in  silver,  $6400  ; same  in  copper,  $40,00  ; another 
not  as  fine,  $25.00.  These  three  specimens  bore  the  legend  g.  Wash- 
ington president,  i ; another  with  Washington  president  and  the 
large  eagle  reverse,  brought  in  silver  $50,00,  in  copper  $40.50.  A 
proof  specimen  of  the  naked  bust  cent  realized  $75.00 
Nos.  1,  2 and  8,  in  silver,  $45.00  each  ; in  copper, 

Sommer  Island  shilling  in  fair  condition,  $110.00 ; AVood  halfpenny, 
harp  before  the  figure,  $15.00 ; Massachusetts  Willow  Tree  shilling, 
$33.00;  another,  "$32.00;  Lord  Baltimore  shilling,  $25.50;  Higby 
copper  Crosby  PL  VIII,  No.  18,  $140.00 ; another,  Crosby  PI.  VIII, 
No.  22,*  $56.00  ; another,  Crosby  PL  VIII,  No.  26,  $40.00.  New  York 
Cent,  non  vi  virtvte  vici,  $32.00.  George  Clinton  cent,  $00;  liber 
natvs  Libert  ate  m defendo,  $50.00;  Excelsior  cent,  $13.50;  Nova  Eborac, 
rare  variety,  $21.00.  Immune  Columbia,  $48.00 ; Pitt  token,  farthing 
size,  $23.00  Myddleton  token,  $20.00;  another,  with  copper  company  of 
UPPER  CANADA  reverse,  $95.00.  A pattern  “ Commercial  dollar”  of 
1872,  brought  $31.00;  another  variety,  $27.00  ; The  Pattern  Trade  set 
of  1873,  $20.00  each  ; another  set,  $17.00  each.  Two  dollars  of  1794, 
sold  for  $85.00  and  $75.00,  respectively ; 1795  dollar,  draped  bust,  a 
peculiar  variety,  $50.00.  The  1804  dollar,  which  was  once  the  prop- 
erty of  the  late  Dr.  Itobert  Coulton  Davis,  and  accompanied  by  a 
certificate  from  Wm.  E.  Du  Bois,  formerly  assayer  at  the  mint,  attest- 
ing it  to  be  an  original  impression,  brought  $660.00.  A dollar  of  1838, 
sold  for  $5400;  half  dollar,  1796,  $55.50;  half  dollar  1797,  $46.50;  quarter 
dollar  1804,  $100.00 ; quarter  dollar,  1827,  $100.00  ; half  dime,  1802, 
$(51  00-  a fine  chain  cent,  1793,  $50.00;  aline  liberty  cap  cent,  1793, 
$82  00  • thick  planchet,  1795  cent,  $60.00;  good  4799  cent,  $21.00 
uncirculated  1800  cent,  $65.00;  fine  1804  cent,  $68.00;  1796  hall  cent, 
perfect  die,  $51.00. 
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The  Coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

BY  LYMAN  H.  LOW. 

[Continued  from  page  149). 

MARIA  I.  1786—1799. 

During  the  reign  of  Maria  I as  sole  ruler  of  Portugal,  numerous 
copper  coins  were  issued  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast.  As 
these  coins  followed  closely  the  type  of  the  two  reigns  preceeding, 
they  call  for  no  special  comment  on  my  part.  I shall  therefore  con- 
fine myself  to  a simple  description  of  the  peculiarities  of  each  in  its 
proper  place  in  my  list. 

No.  89.— Obv.  MARIA.  I.  D.  G.  REGINA.  P.  ET.  D.  GUINE2E 
Crowned  arms  of  Portugal.  From  the  projecting  curves  of  the  shield 
garlands  are  suspended  right  and  left.  Rev.  AFRICA  a small 
flower  PORTUGUEZA  a small  flower,  a large  flower,  a small  flower, 
1789  a small  flower,  a large  flower,  a small  flower.  Within  a laurel 
wreath,  a large  four-leaved  flower  | MACU  | TAS  | a small  six-leaved 
flower  8 a small  six-leaved  flower.  Oito  Macuta;  silver. 

No.  90. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89,  demomi- 
national  figure  £»  Seis  Macutas  ; silver. 

No.  91. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89,  denomi- 
national figure  4 Quatro  Macutas  ; silver. 


No.  92.— Obv.  MARIA.  I.  D.  G.  REGINA— PORT.  ET.  D. 
GUINE.E  Arms  of  Portugal  upon  a crowned  globe.  Rev.  .AFRICA. 
PORTUGUEZA.  a large,  four-leaved  flower  .1789.  a large,  four- 
leaved flower.  M ithin  a circle  of  pellets,  a small,  four-leaved  flower 
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in  form  of  a cross  MACU  | a large,  four- leaved  flower  TA  a large, 
four-leaved  flower  a large,  four-leaved  flower  in  form  of  a cross,  1 
a large,  four-leaved  flower  in  form  of  a cross.  Macula  ; copper. 

No.  93. — Same  as  No,  92,  but  has  the  counter-mark  of  the  Regency 
over  the  denominational  figure,  doubling  its  value.  Duas  Macutas ; 
copper. 


No.  94. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  92.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  92.  Denomi- 
national figure  Mela  Macuta ; copper. 

No.  95.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 
1796,  denominational  figure,  1 2 Doze  Macutas  ; silver. 

No.  96. Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 

1796,  denominational  figure,  10  Dez  Macutas-,  silver. 

No.  97. Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 

1796  ; denominational  figure,  8 Oito  Macutas  ; silver. 

No.  98.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 
1796  ; denominational  figure  6 Seis  Macutas  ; silver. 

No.  99.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 
1796  ; denominational  figure,  4 Quatro  Macutas  ; silver. 


No.  100. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  89.  Rev.  Similar  to  No.  89.  Date 
1796  ; denominational  figure,  *-2  Duas  Macutas  ; silver. 

JOHN,  PRINCE  REGENT.  1799—1816. 

During  the  Regency  there  were,  according  to  Fernandes,  no  silver 
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coins  struck  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast.  A series  in  copper 
was  struck  in  1814,  the  denominations  being  2,  1,  £ and  \ Macutas. 
As  to  type  these  coins  were  in  every  way  similar  to  the  preceeding 
reigns,  but  they  were  lighter  and  of  smaller  size,  in  harmony  with 
the  new  monetary  standard  adopted  by  Portugal  at  about  this  time. 

No.  101.— Obv.  JOANNES.  D.  G.  POET.  P. — EE  GENS.  ET.  D. 
GUINEAS  Arms  of  Portugal  upon  a crowned  globe.  Eev.  .AEEICA. 
POJtTUGUEZA.  a small,  star-like  flower  1814.  a small,  star-like 
flower.  Within  a circle  of  pellets : a large,  four-leaved  dower 
MACU  | a large,  four-leaved  dower,  TA  a large,  four-leaved  dower 
a large,  four-leaved  dower,  2 a large,  four-leaved  dower.  Duas  Ma- 
cutas ; copper. 

No.  102. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  101.  Eev.  Similar  to  No.  101.  De- 
nominational dgure  1 Macula ; copper. 


No.  103. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  101.  Eev.  Similar  to  No.  101.  De- 
nominational dgure,  Meia  Macuta  ; copper. 


No.  104.— Obv.  Same  as  No.  101.  Eev.  Similar  to  No.  101.  De- 
nominational dgure  % Equipaga ; copper. 

MAEIA  II.  1828—1853. 

A long  break  in  the  coinage  of  the  Guinea  Coast  now  occurs,  and 
I dnd  no  issues  in  any  metal  until  the  year  1851,  when  a copper  coin 
of  the  value  of  one-half  Macuta  was  struck. 

No.  105.— Obv.  MAEIA.  II.  D.  G.  EEGINA— POETUG.  ET.  D. 
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GUINEA  Arms  of  Portugal  upon  a crowned  globe.  Rev.  .AFRICA. 
PORTUGUEZA.  a small,  four-leaved  flower  .1851.  a small,  four- 
leaved  flower.  Within  a circle  of  pellets:  a small,  four-leaved 
flower,  a large,,  eiglit-leaved  flower,  a small,  four-leaved  flower,  [ 
MACUTA  | A large,  four-leaved  flower  on  either  side  of  the 
numerator  and  a small,  four-leaved  flower  on  either  side  of  the  de- 
nominator. Meia  Macula ; copper. 


No.  106. — Similar  to  No.  105.  Date  1853.  Meia  Macuta  ; copper. 

PETEE  Y.  1853—1861. 


No.  107.— Obv.  PETRUS.  V.  D.  G.  REX-PORT.  ET.  D.  GUINE2E 
Arms  of  Portugal  upon  a crowned  globe.  Rev.  Similar  to  reverse  of 
No.  105.  Date  1860.  Meia  Macuta ; copper. 

I have  as  yet  met  Avitli  no  coin  of  later  date  date  than  Tso.  107 
struck  for  circulation  on  the  Guinea  Coast,  and  Avitli  this  number 

my  list  terminates.  ,, 

African  coins  stand,  perhaps,  at  the  head  ot  the  line  as  profitable 
foreign  coins  to  collect.  There  is  much  of  mystery  still  overshadowing 
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the  Dark  Continent  and  mystery  is  ever  interesting;  hence  the  degree 
of  interest  which  seems  to  be  general  among  our  American  numis- 
matists in  the  coins  of  the  Guinea  Coast. 

the  end. 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

(Continued  from  page  152). 


1 80*1. 

The  cents  of  1802  exhibit  no  alteration  from  the  type  of  the  pro- 
ceeding years,  nor  is  there  much  artistic  improvement  manifested. 
'We  find  the  same  blundering  and  careless  workmanship  and  the  same 
disregard  for  accuracy,  particularly  shown  in  the  continued  use  of 
the  old  qJo  die  (Rev.  C,  1801).  One  marked  feature  is  the  uniformity 
in  the  length  of  the  date,  maintained  upon  every  variety  of  obverse 
die  throughout  the  year. 


No.  164. 


No,  164.  Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
8i  , distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
lettei  \,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9^ ; length  of  date  at  top,  4£.  This  is  also  the 
measurement  on  every  date  throughout  the  year.  The  figure  1 does 
not  quite  touch  the  hair. 

Vm  is  the  same  die  as  Rev.  C,  of  the  year  1801, 

to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  R6. 

oi^°v  ^3V'  ^eaflU)yments  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 

J4 , distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3* ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower,  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  10.  The  letter  i is  smaller  than  its  fellows.  On  some 
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specimens  of  this  obverse  a clie-crack  appears,  beginning  at  a point 
to  the  left  of  the  letter  R,  extending  through  rty,  from  whence  it 
passes  in  a curved  line  to  the  border  milling  opposite  the  wreath. 

Rev. — Rev.  B. — The  wreath  is  without  stems.  The  right  end  of 
the  stand  of  t is  wanting  in  each  instance  of  that  letter’s  occurrence. 
Measurements  : Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of 
states,  at  base,  2 ; distance  from  the  last  s of  states  to  the  o in  of, 
1| ; distance  from  the  f in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,  3|;  space  be- 
tween the  ribbon  ends,  4j ; space  between  the  numerator  and  denom- 
inator of  fraction,  1R  R1. 

No.  166. — Obv.  Measurements:  Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  2^ ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9^. 

Rev. — Rev.  C. — The  wreath  is  without  stems.  Below  the  final  s 
of  states  the  half  of  another  s appears,  touching  the  top  leaf  of  the 
right  branch  of  the  wreath.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of 
the  wreath  does  not  quite  touch  the  letter  c of  cent,  as  on  Rev.  B. 
Beneath  the  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  is  a fine  line  of  the  same 
length,  which  touches  the  figures  of  the  denominator.  The  ribbons 
are  longer  than  on  Rev.  B.  Measurements  : Distance  from  the  letter 
d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2£  ; distance  from  the  final  s of 
STATES  to  the  o in  of,  2 ; distance  from  the  F in  OF  to  the  first  A of 
America,  2 ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  41.  Upon  some  specimens 
of  this  reverse  a die-crack  ajjpears  above  the  letters  ate  of  states,  and 
another  above  the  F in  of,  extending  to  the  border  above  the  first  a 
of  AMERICA.  R1. 

No.  167.— Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9£.  The  letter  t has  been  cut  over  a Y,  the  arms  of  which 
are  visible,  extending  from  the  sides  to  the  cross  stroke  of  the  t, 
giving  the  word  somewhat  the  appearance  of  liberyy. 
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Rev. — 1 lev.  D. — The  letters  m and  E of  America  connect  at  base. 
The  lowest  leaf  on  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath  touches  the  letter  c 
of  cent.  The  figures  of  the  fraction  are  well  formed  and  evenly 
spaced.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the 
first  s of  states,  If  ; distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of, 
1£ ; distance  from  the  f in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,  2 ; space  be- 
tween the  ribbon  ends,  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of 
union  to  terminus,  right  stem  ; 2£,  left  stem  : 2f.  Rl. 


The  Harrison  Presidentials. 

According  to  Satterlee  (An  Arrangement  of  Medals  and  Tokens 
struck  in  honor  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Presidential  Candidates,  by  A.  H.  Satterlee,  New  York,  1862),  there 
were  42  medals  and  tokens  struck  in  honor  of  William  Henry  Harri- 
son, the  grandfather  of  the  Republican  nominee  of  the  present  cam- 
paign. This  number  includes  varieties  of  metal,  the  number  of 
differing  types  being  34.  The  varieties  of  metal  are  : Silver,  1 ; Ger- 
man silver,  1 ; copper,  10;  brass,  17 ; white  metal,  12  ; bronze,  1. 

A few  specimens  of  the  rarer  tokens  of  this  series  may  be  suffici- 
ently interesting  to  our  readers  at  the  present  time  to  warrant  a par- 
ticular description. 

Satterlee  No.  68. — Obv.  A circle  of  26  stars  enclosing  a log  cabin 
bearing  the  inscription  to  let,  possesion  given  in  1841.  Rev.  A 
circle  of  26  stars  enclosing  the  inscription  : the  young  men’s  Harri- 
son convention,  may  4,  1840.  White  metal ; size  28. 

Satterlee  No.  69. — Obv.  Head  of  Harrison  in  profile  to  left ; beneath 
the  head,  26  stars,  william  henry  harrison  Rev.  Representation 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  the  death  of  AYarren.  bunker  hill  17  june 
1775  mitchel  FT.  boston.  AYhite  metal ; size  27. 

Satterlee  72. — Obv.  Head  of  Harrison  in  profile  to  right.  Rev.  A 
log  cabin,  born  feb.  9,  1773.  1811,  tippecanoe.  1818,  fort  meigs. 

THAMES.  1840,  presidential  candidate.  White  metal ; size  24. 

Satterlee  77^. — Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  right,  gen.  william  h. 

HARRISON,  HONOR  WHERE  HONOR’S  DUE,  TO  THE  HERO  OF  TIPPECANOE. 

Rev.  Bunker  Hill  monument,  bunker  hill,  a nation’s  gratitude 
AYhite  metal ; size  25. 

Satterlee  No.  80. — Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  right,  major  gen.  wm. 
h.  harrison  Rev.  A female  figure  placing  a wreath  upon  a stand  of 
arms.  A shield,  drum,  quiver,  etc.  are  near  her  feet,  resolution  op 
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CONGRESS  APRIL  4.  1818.  Ill  ex.,  BATTLE  OF  THE  THAMES  OCT.  5.  1813. 
German  silver;  size  21.  Also  occurs  in  silver  and  copper. 


Satterlee  No.  85. — Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  left.  maj.  gen.  w.  h. 
Harrison  born  feb  9 1773  Rev.  A log  cabin,  the  peoples  choice 
the  hero  | of  | Tippecanoe  Metals,  copper,  brass ; size  18. 


Satterlee  87.— Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  left.  Under  the  bust  26 
stars  and  the  date  1841.  mat.  gen.  W.  h.  harrison  Rev.  An  eagle 
supporting  a U.  S.  shield  and  holding  two  scrolls  which  are  inscribed: 
go  it  tip  come  it  tyler  all  within  a circle  of  twenty-six  stars.  Cop- 

1 Satterlee  94  —Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  left ; under  the  bust  twenty- 
six  stars  and  the  date,  1841.  maj.  gen.  w.  harrison.  Rev.  An  eagle 
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holding  a ribbon  inscribed  reform,  the  whole  surrounded  by  a circle 
of  21  stars.  Copper  ; size  16. 

Satterlee  97.— Obv.  Bust  of  Harrison  to  left.  maj.  genl.  w.  ii. 
harrison,  born  feb  9,  1778.  Rev.  Representation  of  an  engagement 
between  soldiers  and  Indians,  Tippecanoe.  Brass ; size  15. 


Satterlee  No.  104. — Bust  of  Harrison  to  left.  maj.  genl.  w.  h.  har- 
rison, born  feb.  9,  1773  Rev.  A log  cabin,  the  peoples’  choice  in 
the  year  j 1841  Brass ; size  15. 

Besides  these  there  are  many  of  the  commoner  varieties,  rare  in 
particular  metals.  The  demand  for  the  log  cabin  presidentials  of  the 
old  Harrison  campaign  of  1840  has  been  very  great  during  the 
present  fall;  sufficiently  so,  we  are  informed  upon  good  authority,  to 
warrant  the  reproduction  of  some  of  these  tokens.  Unquestionably 
this  is  the  only  instance  of  a series  of  our  American  Presidential 
tokens  enjoying  a second  “boom.” 


The  Coins  of  Central  America. 

( Continued  from  page  159). 


No.  197.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  COSTA  RICA  Upon  an 
ornamental  shield,  between  laurel  branches,  four  mountains  by  the 
sea  with  the  rising  sun  on  the  left  and  five  stars  above.  In  ex.,  1850. 
Rev.  AMERICA  CENTRAL  21  Qs. — J.  B.  An  Indian  leaning  on 
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an  altar,  wearing  a tunic  of  feathers  and  a cap  in  which  is  a single 
feather,  holding  in  the  right  hand  a bow  and  two  arrows.  Upon  the 
altar,  15  | de  | sete  | de  | 1821  In  ex.,  ^ oz  4 Escudos,  or  8 Pesos ; 
gold. 

No.  198. — Similar  to  No.  197.  Rev.  has  in  ex.,  1 E Escudo;  gold. 
No.  199. — Similar  to  No.  197.  Rev.  has  in  ex.,  \ E Half  Escudo ; 
gold. 

No.  200.— Obv.  .REPUBLICA  DEL  CENTRO  DE  AMERICA. 
Five  mountains  with  the  sun  rising  above.  In  ex.,  1850.  Rev.  LIBRE 
CREZCA  FECUNDO  A tree  dividing  2-t-E  In  ex.,  CR.  J.  B. 
21  0s.  2 Escudos;  gold. 

No.  201.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  COSTA  RICA  Arms  of  Costa 


Rica,  the  mountains,  sun  and  stars,  between  palm  and  laurel  branches. 
In  ex.,  1850.  Rev.  AMERICA  CENTRAL  A tree  dividing  i— P°. 
In  ex.,  10  Ds.  20  Gc.  J.  B.  2 Reals;  silver. 


No.  202. — Similar  to  No.  201. 
No.  203. — Similar  to  No.  201. 


silver. 

No.  204. 
No.  205. 


Tree  divides  P°.  Real;  silver. 
Tree  divides  T'-g — P°.  Half  Real ; 


Date  1851. 
Date  1851. 
Date  1853, 


Escudo;  gold. 

Half  Escudo;  gold. 
2 Reales;  silver. 


Rev.  has  in  ex.,  2 — E Date  1854. 


Date  1854. 
Date  1855. 
Date  1855. 
Date  1855. 
Date  1855. 
Date  1855. 


Half  Escudo;  gold. 
2 Escudos;  gold. 
Escudo;  gold. 

Half  Escudo;  gold. 
Real;  silver. 

Half  Real ; silver. 
Half  Escudo ; gold. 


Similar  to  No.  198. 

Similar  to  No.  199. 

No.  206. — Similar  to  No.  201. 

No.  207. — Similar  to  No.  197. 

2 Escudos;  gold. 

No.  208. — Similar  to  No.  199. 

No.  209. — Similar  to  No.  207. 

No.  210. — Similar  to  No.  198. 

No.  211. — Similar  to  No.  199. 

No.  212. — Similar  to  No.  202. 

No.  213. — Similar  to  No.  203. 

No.  214. — Similar  to  No.  199.  Date  1864.  . _ 

No.  215.— Obv.  REPUBLICA  DE  COSTA  RICA  Arms  of  Costa. 
Rica,  the  mountains,  rising  sun,  stars  and  ship  sailing,  upon  a square 
shield,  behind  which  are  flags,  spears,  bayonets  and  battle  axe.  Be- 
neath the  arms,  a palm  and  a laurel  branch.  In  ex.,  1864.  Rev. 
AMERICA  CENTRAL  A tree  dividing  25— Cs.  In  ex.,  9 D.  G.  H. 
25  Centavos',  silver. 

Obv.  Similar  to  No.  215.  In  ex.,  I860.  Rev.  Similar 

50  Centavos;  silver. 

Date  1865.  25  Centavos ; silver. 

No.  218. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  215.  In  ex.,  1865.  Rev.  Similar 
to  No.  215.  Tree  divides  10— Cs.  10  Centavos;  silver. 

No.  219. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  215.  Date  1865.  Rev.  Similar  to 
No.  215.  Tree  divides  5 — Cs.  5 Centavos ; silver. 


No.  216 

to  No.  215.  Tree  divides  50— C*\ 
No.  217. — Similar  to  No.  215. 
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No.  220. — Obv.  COSTA  RICA  Arms  of  Costa  Rica,  mountains, 
rising  sun,  stars  and  ship  sailing,  upon  a square  shield,  behind  which 
are  Hags,  spears,  bayonets  and  a battle  axe.  In  ex.,  1865.  Rev.  UN 
| CENTAVO  | — o — within  a laurel  wreath.  Centavo  ; nickel. 

No.  221.— Obv.  Similar  to  No.  198.  Date  1866.  Rev.  DOS  | 
PESOS  within  a laurel  wreath.  In  ex.,  21  Q — G.  W.  2 Pesos',  gold. 

No.  222.— Obv.  Similar  to  No.  197.  Date  1866.  Rev.  UN  | PESO 
wdtliin  a laurel  wreath.  In  ex.,  21  Q— G.  AY.  Peso;  gold. 

No.  223. — Similar  to  No.  215.  Date  1866.  50  Centavos ; silver. 

No.  221. — Similar  to  No.  220.  Date  1866.  Centavo',  nickel. 

No.  225. — Similar  to  No.  216.  Date  1867.  50  Centavos',  silver. 

No.  226. — Similar  to  No.  220.  Date  1867.  Centavo ; nickel. 

No.  227. — Similar  to  No.  220.  Date  1868.  Centavo  ; nickel. 

No.  228. — Obv.  Similar  to  No.  197.  Date  1869.  Rev.  CINCO  | 
PESOS  within  a laurel  wreath.  In  ex.,  21  Q — G.  TV.  5 Pesos  ; gold. 

No.  229. — Similar  to  No.  217.  Date  1870.  10  Centavos ; silver. 

No.  230. — Obv.  republica  de  costa  rica  Within  a laurel  wreath 
ESSAI  | 1872.  In  ex.,  ^America  central  Rev.  CINCO  | centavos 
within  a laurel  wreath.  5 Centavos',  nickel.  Pattern  made  in  France. 

No.  231. — Similar  to  No.  220.  Date  1874. 

Desengano. 

Desengano  is  the  name  of  a hacienda,  or  plantation,  in  Costa  Rica, 
from  which  was  issued  the  following  token. 

Np.  232.— Obv.  MARIA  Y AURELIA  MONTELEAGRE  * Rev. 
HACIENDA  DEL  DESENG  ANO  * * * Centavo  ; brass. 

San  .lose. 

San  Jose  is  the  present  capital  of  Costa  Rica,  that  honor  being 
enjoyed  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  by  Cartago,  an 
ancient  city  which  was  founded  in  1598,  some  eighteen  miles  away. 
It  is  situated  midway  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  and  is 
the  largest  and  most  enterprising  city  in  the  republic. 

We  find  in  our  collection  a token  issued  from  San  Jose,  as  follows  : 

No.  233. — Obv.  NANNE  & AGUILAR  A tree  in  the  field.  In 
ex.,  *******  Rev.  SAN  JOSE  DE  COSTA  RICA  A tree 
in  the  field.  In  ex.,  * * * * * Centavo ; brass. 

La  Union. 

From  the  small  mining  town  of  La  Union  we  have  the  following 
token. 

No.  234.— Obv.  MINA  | LA  | UNION  | COSTA  RICA  Above, 
below  and  on  either  side  of  “ La  Union  ” are  ornamental  lines.  Rev. 
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A ALL  VEINTE  Y CINCO  CENTAVOS.  In  the  field  So  radiated.. 
25  Centavos',  nickel. 


Belize. 

Away  up  on  the  nortli-east  corner  of  Guatemala  lies  the  narrow 
strip  of  territory  known  as  Belize,  or  British  Honduras,  stretching 
along  the  Atlantic — or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  the  Bay  of  Honduras 
— from  the  Golfo  Dolce  to  the  frontier  of  Yucatan.  The  history  of 
this  part  of  Central  America  is  one  of  constant  dispute.  The  fame 
of  the  wealth  of  the  new  world  and  the  return  of  the  Spanish  galle- 
ons laden  with  the  riches  of  Mexico  and  Peru  brought  upon  the 
coast  of  America  great  hordes  of  adventurers  from  England  and 
France,  buccaneers  they  styled  themselves,  pirates  they  were  in  fact. 
Among  these  was  one  Wallace,  a Scotch  pirate,  who  found  refuge 
among  the  keys  and  reefs  which  protect  the  harbor  of  Belize. 
Strengthened  by  an  alliance  with  the  Indians  of  the  Mosquito  Coast, 
he  long  set  the  Spaniards  at  defiance,  and  ever  since  Belize  has  been 
a subject  of  negotiation  between  England  and  the  numerous  govern- 
ments which  Central  America  has  enjoyed.  The  principal  business 
of  the  colony  is  the  cutting  of  mahogany.  Belize  is  the  capital  and 
a place  of  perhaps  10,000  inhabitants,  the  town  second  in  importance 
being  Corozal.  We  know  of  but  three  coins  struck  for  circulation  in 
Belize,  which  we  will  now  describe. 

No.  235. — Obv.  VICTOBIA  QUEEN  Head  of  Victoria  to  left. 
Bev.  BBITISH  HONDUKAS.  ONE  CENT  1885  I within  a circle 
of  pellets.  Cent ; copper  ; size  18. 

No.  236. — Similar  to  No.  235.  Date  1888.  Cent ; copper;  size  18. 

No.  237. — Obv.  E.  T.  B.  j COBOZAL  Bev.  MITAD  Above  and 
below,  a five-leaved  flower.  Private  Token  ; copper  ; size  144. 

With  No.  237  our  list  of  the  coins  of  Central  America  is  brought 
to  a close.  Although  very  imperfect,  we  may  still  claim  for  it  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  attempt  at  an  arrangement  of  this  in- 
teresting series  in  the  English  language.  If  it  shall  prove  service- 
able to  our  many  readers,  our  labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 

THE  END. 


Numismatic  Notes. 

— Hayti  has  never  coined  gold.  The  total  silver  coinage  of  the 
republic  from  its  beginning  to  date  does  not  exceed  $2,000,000. 

— Brazil  coined  between  the  years  1703  and  1884,  $143,802,684  in 
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gold  and  $19,596,438  in  silver,  and  yet  nearly  all  tlie  gold  coins  in 
circulation  throughout  the  empire  are  the  production  of  foreign 
mints. 

— The  earliest  coins  of  Spain  offer  singular  combinations  of  the 
Phoenician  and  Greek  characters,  probably  intermixed  with  some  of 
the  native  elements.  The  inscriptions  on  the  autonomous  coins  of 
Spain  in  several  distinct  dialects  and  alphabets  have  consequently 
been  but  imperfectly  deciphered.  The  antiquity  of  the  bulk  of 
Spanish  coins  with  inscriptions  in  the  different  dialects  of  the  Celt- 
iberian  language,  does  not  seem  to  be  greater  than  two  centuries  be- 
fore the  Christian  era,  if  so  old.  Those  coins  with  Punic  or  Greek 
inscriptions  are  more  ancient,  but  they  are  considered  rather  as  be- 
longing to  Greek  or  Carthaginian  colonies  than  to  Spanish  races. 

— The  Natal  Almanac,  Directory  and  Register  makes  the  following 
mention  of  the  coins  in  circulation  in  that  remote  corner  of  the 
world:  “With  the  exception  of  some  Australian  currency,  in 

sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns,  the  coins  in  circulation  are  exclusively 
British,  and  are  the  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debts  ; consisting 
in  gold  of  sovereigns  and  half  sovereigns ; in  silver  of  crowns,  half 
crowns,  florins,  shillings,  sixpences,  fourpenny  and  threepenny 
pieces,  and  in  copper  of  pence  and  halfpence,  the  latter  having  but 
Tery  little  circulation.  The  coins  in  circulation  have  not  in  any 
way  been  defaced,  altered  or  diminished  in  their  respective  values. 
Indian  Rupees  were  excluded  from  current  coinage  under  authority 
in  1876.” 

— In  a curious  old  book  of  monetary  tables  picked  up  at  a street 
.stand  the  other  day,  we  find  the  following  table  of  Arabian  money, 
used,  it  is  stated,  in  Medina,  Mecca  and  Mocha. 

£ 


j d 

0 0 01 

1 Caveer  0 0 0^§§ 

1 Comasliee  0 0 0r2o 

1 Larin  0 0 104 

1 Abyss  0 1 

1 Piastre  0 4 

1 Dollar  0 4 

1 Sequin  0 7 

1 Tomond  3 7 

The  book  fails  to  state  metal,  or  to  mention  whether  any  or  all  of 
them  were  actually  coined  money  issued  by  the  cities  named  above. 

— In  the  year  1851  coins  of  nearly  every  nation  on  earth  circulated 
freely  in  San  Francisco.  Approximate  values  were  placed  upon  the 
pieces,  and  if  anything  like  the  mark  it  was  all  right,  and  every  one 


A Garret 
54  “ 

7 

80  “ 

18  Comasliees 
60 

80  Caveers 
100  Comasliees 
80  Larins 


6 

6 

6 

6 
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took  them  at  the  current  rate.  English  shillings,  U.  S.  quarter 
dollars, French  francs,  Mexican  two  real  pieces  were  all  valued  the  same; 
so  with  the  U.  S.  or  Mexican  dollar,  the  English  crown  or  the  French 
live-franc  piece,  the  fact  that  one  coin  was  worth  20  or  25  per  cent 
more  than  another  did  not  matter  at  all.  All  the  small  coins  were 
bits,  no  matter  to  what  nation  they  belonged.  Copper  money  was 
never  seen,  the  bit  was  the  smallest  coin  in  circulation,  and,  says  am 
old  writer,  “very  little  of  anything  would  it  buy.”  Beside  the  coins 
mentioned  there  were  East  Indian  rupees,  German  florins,  Dutch 
guilders,  Austrian  zwanzigers,  and  coins  from  every  one  of  the  South 
American  states.  The  gold  $50  slugs  circulated  freely  for  a long 
time,  but  the  private  gold  issues  never  found  much  favor,  as  they 
were  usually  very  heavily  alloyed  and  of  light  weight — two  things 
which  the  Californian  with  his  bag  of  pure  gold  dust  in  his  belt,, 
could  not  stand. 

— Looking  up  the  subject  of  patination  the  other  day,  we  came 
across  the  following,  which  may  be  interesting  to  our  readers  : “ As 

gold  is  not  liable  to  be  affected  by  rust,  the  coins  of  this  metal  in 
general  are  found  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  Silver  coins 
have  fared  worse,  but  brass  worst  of  all.  A single  circumstance,  how- 
ever, has  frequently  proved  highly  favorable  to  the  coins  of  brass  or 
copper ; that  is  when  by  lying  in  a certain  kind  of  soil,  they  have 
acquired  a species  of  fine  rust  like  varnish,  which  is  at  once  preser- 
vative and  ornamental.  This  fine  rust,  says  Pinkerton,  which  is 
indeed  a natural  varnish  not  imitable  by  the  art  of  man,  is  sometimes 
of  a delicate  hue  like  that  of  a turquoise,  sometimes  of  a bronze 
brown,  sometimes  of  an  exquisite  green  a little  on  the  azure  hue, 
which  last  is  the  most  beautiful  of  all.  It  is  also  found  of  a fine 
purple,  of  olive  and  a cream  color,  or  of  pale  yellow,  which  last  is 
exquisite  and  shows  the  impression  to  as  much  advantage  as  paper 
of  a cream  color — used  in  all  great  foreign  presses — does  copper- 
plate printing.  The  Neapolitan  patina,  the  rust  in  question,  is  of  a 
light  green,  and  when  free  from  excresence  or  blemish  is  very  beauti- 
ful. Sometimes  the  purple  patina  gleams  through  an  upper  coat  of 
another  quality,  with  as  fine  effect  as  a variegated  silk  or  gem. — In  a. 
few  instances  a rust  of  deeper  green  is  found,  and  it  is  sometimes 
spotted  with  the  red  or  bronze  shade  which  gives  it  quite  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  East  Indian  stone  called  the  blood  stone.  These 
rusts  are  all,  when  the  product  of  time,  as  hard  as  the  metal  itself, 
and  preserve  it  much  better  than  any  artificial  varnish  could  have 
done ; at  the  same  time  concealing  not  the  most  minute  particle  of 
the  impression  of  the  coin.” 


1888. 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


175 


O IS  I T U A RY. 


Not  for  many  years  lias  tlie  numismatic  fraternity  of  America  been 
•called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  so  prominent  a figure  as  our  late 
highly  esteemed  contributor,  Robert  Coulton  Davis,  Pli.G.,  who  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  Friday,  August  24,1888. 
Nor  are  coin  collectors  alone  in  this ; the  departure  of  Dr.  Davis 
leaves  a sad  break  in  the  ranks  of  autograph  gatherers,  collectors  of 
rare  portraits,  books,  engravings  and  Americana  of  all  descriptions 
as  well.  Robert  Coulton  Davis  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  August 
30,  1823.  Taught  the  drug  business  in  early  life,  he  became  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1844.  For  forty-three 
years  he  persued  his  chosen  profession  at  the  same  place,  on  the  S.  E. 
corner  of  Vine  and  16th  streets,  enjoying  the  honor  of  being  the  old- 
est druggist  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

As  is  well  known  to  all  our  readers,  Dr.  Davis  was  an  active  and 
zealous  numismatist,  particularly  devoted  to  the  American  series. 
The  large  collection  of  coins  of  which  during  so  long  a period  he 
was  justly  proud,  is  believed  to  be  by  far  the  most  complete  grouping 
of  the  issues  of  our  National  mints  extant. 

The  collection  is  particularly  rich  in  the  rare  proof  and  pattern 
issues  of  our  country,  and  is  known  to  contain  many  specimens  not 
to  be  found  in  the  collection  of  the  mint  itself.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  numismatist  less  enthusiastic  and  persevering  than  the  subject  of 
this  notice  could  have  succeeded  in  forming  such  a collection,  and 
•equally  so  to  predict  that  none  like  it  will  ever  be  formed  again. 

Apropos  of  this,  we  recall  an  anecdote  told  us  by  a collector  many 
years  since.  Having  occasion  to  visit  the  mint,  he  inquired  for  a 
eertain  pattern  issue  which  he  failed  to  find  in  the  collection  there 
exhibited.  “ That  coin,”  replied  his  guide,  “ we  have  not  got,  although 
I have  been  told  that  there  was  such  a piece  struck.  Go  over  to  Bob 
Davis;  if  he  can’t  show  you  a specimen,  you  may  as  well  save  yourself 
the  trouble  of  hunting  for  it,  for  you  will  never  find  it  in  the  world.” 

Coins,  however,  form  but  a small  part  of  the  historic  mementos  of 
our  country  which  this  indefatigable  gatherer  of  the  relics  of  the 
past,  has  left  behind  him  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations.  Dr. 
Davis  possessed  a strong  love  for  autographs  and  letters  of  historical 
personages.  Among  his  most  highly  valued  treasures  were  autograph 
letters  of  every  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  steel 
engravings  of  the  signer,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  only  perfect  set 
in  existence.  He  also  possessed  autograph  letters  from  the  signers 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  ; autographs  of  the  presidents  of  the 
United  States  and  their  wives  from  Washington  to  Cleveland ; auto- 
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graphs  of  every  cabinet  officer  from  the  foundation  of  the  government 
to  the  present  time,  as  well  as  the  signatures  of  Washington’s  generals 
and  many  other  notable  persons  of  revolutionary  fame.  Portraits 
and  engravings  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  Dr.  Davis  had  by  hun- 
dreds, together  with  many  letters  written  b}r  his  hand. 

Personalty  Dr.  Davis  was  most  genial  and  entertaining,  full  of 
anecdote  and  reminiscence  of  the  coin  collectors  of  early  days.  Unlike 
too  many  of  our  American  numismatists,  he  was  ever  read}'- to  exhibit 
his  treasures  to  those  capable  of  appreciating  their  worth.  Though 
the  contemporary  of  Mickley,  Dickeson,  Bushnell  and  other  early 
collectors,  he  had  kept  such  perfect  pace  with  the  advancement  of  the 
times  that  his  age,  sixty-five  years,  will  be  learned  by  many  to  their 
surprise. 

But  the  most  distinct  service  which  Dr.  Davis  has  rendered  to  the 
numismatic  fraternity  of  America  was  the  publication  in  the  pages 
of  the  Coin  Collector’s  Journal,  during  the  years  1885  and  1886,  of 
an  extended  and  elaborate  review  of  the  Pattern  and  Experimental 
Issues  of  the  United  States  Mint. 

Taking  up  a subject  of  vast  interest  to  coin  collectors  ; entering 
upon  a field  entirety  untrodden,  with  not  one  written  line  to  guide  his 
steps,  and  this  at  a time  when  failing  health  and  impaired  vision 
might  well  have  been  offered  as  an  excuse  for  leaving  the  task  un- 
performed, Dr.  Davis  opened  his  cabinet  and  his  immense  fund  of 
personal  information  to  the  world,  leaving  behind  him  a numismatic 
monument  which  time  can  never  efface. 

No  man  now  living,  save  the  writer,  knows  the  great  labor  and  al- 
most painful  accuracy  with  which  he  performed  his  task.  His  review 
contains  descriptions  of  pattern  and  experimental  issues  of  our  country 
never  seen  or  heard  of  previous  to  his  publication  ; and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  jealous  criticism  and  spiteful  carpings  showered  upon  the 
author  by  a few  of  the  small  souls  of  the  fraternity,  it  is  safe  to  pre- 
dict that  “ Davis’  List  of  the  U.  S.  Patterns  ” will  be  quoted  as  author- 
ity for  many  years  to  come. 

"The  facts  are — and  it  is  time  to  state  them  boldly,  though  with 
characteristic  modesty,  Dr.  Davis  bore  the  abuse  heaped  upon  him  in 
silence — 'that  this  review  of  our  United  States  Pattern  series  is  com- 
plete and  accurate  to  a degree.  Coming  from  the  source  it  did,  it 
could  not  have  been  otherwise.  It  was  the  work  of  the  only  man  in 
America  possessed  of  the  information  which  it  imparts. 

It  is  rumored  that  Dr.  Davis’  collection  will  be  put  upon  the 
auction  boards  at  an  early  day.  Collectors  will  anxiously  await  the 
appearance  of  the  catalogue,  for  if  compiled  even  with  no  greater  de- 
gree of  accuracy  than  the  ordinary  auction  catalogue,  it  cannot  fail  to 
prove  a most  valuable  addition  to  the  list  of  famous  American  sales. 
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An  Interesting  Historic  Medal  of  Canada. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  few  historic  medals  of  which 
Canada  can  boast  having  come  into  our  possession  recently,  we  have 
concluded  to  illustrate  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

Obv.  LUDOVICUS  MAGNUS  EEX  CHEISTIANISSIMUS. 
A beautifully  executed  head  of  Louis  XIV  to  right.  Beneath  the 
head,  i.  mavger.  f. 

Eev.  FEANCIA  IN  NOVO  OEBE  VICTEIX.  Gallia  typified  by  a 
crowned  female  seated  to  left,  upon  a pile  of  rocks  which  rise  from  the 
bank  of  a river.  The  right  hand  rests  upon  the  leg,  the  left  supports  an 
oval  shield  bearing  the  three  lillies  of  France.  To  the  right  of  the 
figure  is  a log  hut  and  two  flags,  to  the  left  two  spears  and  two  flags. 
Beneath  the  overhanging  cliffs,  close  to  the  river’s  bank  an  Indian  is 
seated,  the  left  arm  raised  and  the  head  turned  to  left.  Behind  the 
Indian  is  a beaver  running  down  toward  the  water.  At  the  feet  of 
the  female  is  a snake,  while  behind  her  are  two  pine  trees.  In  the  dis- 
tance, upon  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  rises  a mountain.  In  ex., 
kebeca  liberata  | M.  DC.  xc.  Bronze ; size  26. 

This  rare  medal,  executed  in  Manger’s  happiest  style,  was  struck 
in  commemoration  of  the  defence  of  Quebec  by  Count  de  Frontenac 
against  the  attack  of  Sir  William  Phipps. 

In  1690,  Count  de  Frontenac,  then  Governor  of  Canada,  organized 
three  expeditions  to  invade  the  British  settlements  in  NewHampshire, 
Maine  and  New  York.  The  first  expedition  surprised  Corlaer,  the 
present  city  of  Schenectady,  and  massacred  its  inhabitants.  The 
second  demolished  the  village  of  Salmon  Falls  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  in  returning,  fell  .in  with  the  third  division.  Joining  forces, 
they  gained  possession  of  the  fortified  village  of  Kaskake,  in  Maine. 

The  New  Englanders  resolved  to  avenge  these  attacks  and  sent  out 
a small  squadron  against  Port  Eoyal,  at  the  same  time  planning  two 
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expeditions  against  Canada  ; one  by  sea  from  Boston  to  attack  Quebec, 
the  other  by  land  from  New  York,  against  Montreal.  The  latter 
proved  a complete  failure,  the  long  march  through  the  wilderness 
becoming  impossible  owing  to  lack  of  provisions,  but  the  naval  force 
took  up  several  posts  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  finally  reached  Quebec. 
Count  de  Frontenac  refused  to  surrender,  and  Sir  William  Phipps, 
who  commanded  the  English  fleet,  managed  to  land  about  1500 
troops  and  a few  field  pieces,  but  yielding  to  a vigorous  attack  from 
the  French,  was  glad  to  retire  to  his  ships,  leaving  his  cannon  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Upon  receiving  the  news  of  the  victory, 
Louis  XIY  ordered  this  medal  to  be  struck  in  commemoration  of  the 
event.  The  victory,  however,  proved  a costly  one,  for  the  English 
now  resolved  that  the  reduction  of  Canada  was  essential  to  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  their  colonies  in  America,  and  out  of  the  defeat 
before  Quebec  grew  the  series  of  conflicts  which  terminated  in  the 
capture  of  that  city  and  the  ceding  of  all  Canada  to  Great  Britain  at 
the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  war. 


Medal  of  the  Battle  of  Cowpens. 


We  presume  our  South  Carolina  friends  are  as  much  given  to 
Centennial  celebrations  as  we  are  in  the  north ; if  so,  doubtless  they 
duly  celebrated  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Cowpens,  but  we  doubt  if  any  one  present  at  that  celebration  evei 
saw  the  scarce  medal  commemorating  this  battle,  which  will  be 
found  illustrated  herewith. 

Obv.  GULIELMO  WASHINGTON  LEGIONIS  EQIIIT. 
PR.EFECTO  View  of  the  battle.  The  British  in  full  retreat  to 
left,  the  Americans  pursuing.  Colonel  V illiam  V asliington  in  the 
foreground,  riding  to  left,  the  horse  in  the  act  of  leaping  over  two 
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prostrate  soldiers  ; above  Hies  Victory  to  left,  extending  in  the  right 
hand  a laurel  wreath.  In  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  held, 
Duv(ivier).  In  ex.,  COMITIA  AMERICAN. 

Rev.  Within  a heavy  wreath  of  laurel,  tied  above  and  below  with 
ribbons : quod  | parva  militum  manu  | strenue  prosecutus  hostes  | 

VIRTUTIS  INCENTIVE  | PllECLARUM  SPECIMEN  DEDIT  | IN  PUONA  AD  COWPENS. 

| xvii.  jan.  mdcclxxxi.  Copper ; size  80. 

The  battle  of  CoAvpens  was  to  South  Carolina  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  Revolution,  since  it  practically  settled  the  British 
campaign  in  that  state.  The  American  force  under  General  Morgan 
made  up  of  about  five  hundred  regulars  and  a few  raw  militia,  half 
naked  and  half  starved,  successfully  engaged  a force  of  over  1,000 
British  regulars  and  put  them  to  flight. 

General  Morgan  had  been  posted  at  the  junction  of  the  Broad  and 
Pacolet  rivers  in  the  northwestern  part  of  South  Carolina,  and 
against  him  was  sent  Col.  Tarleton  with  a superior  force.  Hearing 
of  the  approach  of  Tarleton,  the  Americans  fell  back  to  a favorable 
position  at  a place  called  the  Cowpens,  and  there  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1781,  this  famous  engagement  took  place.  Tarleton’s 
regulars  charged  with  that  fierce  impetuosity  which  in  former 
battles  had  often  put  the  American  militia  to  flight,  but  upon  this 
occasion  they  were  received  with  unexpected  firmness.  Then  came 
the  bold  cavalry  charge  conducted  by  Col.  William  Washington,  in 
whose  honor  this  medal  was  struck.  It  was  this  charge  which  made 
the  veterans  waver,  and  decided  the  day  in  favor  of  the  patriot 
forces.  The  Americans  lost  about  70  men,  of  whom  but  12  were 
killed  ; of  the  British  100  Avere  killed  ; and  533  taken  prisoners. 
Tarleton  AAras  badly  wounded  by  Col.  Washington  in  a personal 
encounter  during  the  battle,  and  after  his  recovery  found  it  hard  to 
forgive  his  antagonist.  The  story  is  told  of  him  that  sometime 
after  lie  remarked  in  company  that  he  had  heard  that  Col.  Washing- 
ton Avas  so  ignorant  that  he  could  not  write  his  oAvn  name.  “ Ah, 
Colonel,”  remarked  a bright  young  American  lady  who  Avas  present, 
“you  should  know  better  than  that  for  you  bear  evidence  in  your 
face  that  he  can  make  his  mark." 


The  Cents  of  the  United  States. 

(Continued  from,  page  167). 

No.  168. — Obv.  This  is  the  same  die  as  No.  167,  but  the  arms  of 
the  y over  which  the  T is  cut  are  more  distinct.  One  die-crack  extends 
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from  the  upper,  right  corner  of  the  letter  T to  the  border  milling,, 
and  another,  beginning  at  the  top  of  the  letter  y does  the  same. 

Rev. — Rev.  E. — The  highest  leaf  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath 
points  to  the  right  of  the  last  s of  states.  The  lowest  leaf  on  the 
left  branch  of  the  wreath  does  not  touch  the  c of  cent.  The  letters 
NT  of  cent  connect  at  the  top.  The  right  end  of  the  stand  of  T is  want- 
ing in  each  instance  of  that  letter’s  occurrence.  The  ribbon  ends  are 
long,  extending  to  the  base  of  the  fraction.  The  dividing  line  of  the 
fraction  almost  touches  both  ribbons,  the  numerator  is  near  the 
knot.  Measurements  : Distance  from  r in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,, 
3 ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4.  On  some  specimens  of  this 
reverse  the  die  is  found  cracked  along  the  top  of  states  to  the  letter 
o in  of  ; the  border  is  broken  above  ate  and  a slight  crack  extends  from 
the  left  of  the  letter  m of  America  to  the  border  milling  above  the 
first  a.  Rl. 

No.  169. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base,. 
9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  letter 
Y,  2£  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of  the 
letter  l,  9^. 

Rev. — Rev.  F. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  right  branch 
of  the  wreath,  does  not  touch  the  letter  t of  cent.  The  letters  erica 
are  connected  at  the  top  by  a die-crack  extending  between  the  upper- 
right  corner  of  e to  the  top  of  a.  The  right  end  of  the  stand  of  T is 
wanting  in  each  instance  of  that  letter’s  occurrence.  A line  extends 
from  the  left  wreath  stem  to  the  letter  u of  united.  Measurements 
Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2£ ; dis- 
tance from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of,  l£  ; distance  from  the 
f in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,  2 ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,. 
4£;  length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right 
stem:  2f;  left  stem  : 3.  R1. 

No.  170. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  8f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3£  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9£.  The  figure  1 of  the  date  stands  lower  and  more 
distant  from  the  hair  than  on  other  varieties. 

Rev — i{eVm  Q . — The  dividing  line  of  the  fraction  slopes  to  the 
right,  terminating  in  a point.  A die-crack,  beginning  at  the  border, 
extends  through  the  u of  united,  thence  curving  through  the  bow  to 
the  right  branch  of  the  wreath.  Another  crack  begins  at  the  border 
above  the  final  s of  states  and  extends  directly  downward  to  a point 
on  the  opposite  border,  between  the  right  ribbon  and  the  final  a of 
America.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  letter  d of  UNITED  to  the 
first  s of  states,  2 ; distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of. 
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If;  distance  from  the  F in  of  to  the  first  a of  AMERICA,  If;  space  be- 
tween the  ribbon  ends,  4f ; length  of  wreath'  stems  from  point  of 
union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2f ; left  stem  : 2f.  R5. 

No.  171. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  8f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of 
the  letter  Y,  3f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower,  left 
point  of  the  letter  l,  9g. 

Rev. — Rev.  H. — The  word  one  stands  high  in  the  wreath,  and 
almost  touch  the  leaves.  The  letter  N in  each  instance  of  its  occur- 
rence is  of  the  same  peculiar  shape  referred  to  in  the  description  of 
Rev.  A.  of  the  cents  of  1801  (page  13G),  and  was  probably  sunk  with 
the  same  punch.  Measurements  : Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united 
to  the  first  s of  states,  If  ; distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the 
o in  of,  1^ ; distance  from  the  f in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,  2 ; 
space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from 
point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2£  ; left  stem  : 24.  A die- 
crack,  beginning  at  the  left  of  the  first  s of  states  passes  through 
that  letter,  touches  the  tips  of  two  leaves  and  extends  to  the  border 
milling  above  the  letter  o in  of.  R1. 

No.  172. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter y,  3f ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  l,  9f.  The  top  of  the  figure  1 of  the  date  touches  the 
hair. 

Rev. — Rev.  I. — The  lowest  leaf  on  the  inside  of  the  left  branch 
of  the  wreath  does  not  touch  the  letter  c of  cent.  Measurements  : 
Distance  from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2 ; 
distance  from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  letter  o in  of,  2 ; distance 
from  the  letter  f in  of  to  the  first  a of  America,  3£ ; space  between 
the  ribbon  ends,  4^  ; length  of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to 
terminus,  right  stem  : 3;  left  stem  : 2§.  R'. 

On  some  specimens  of  this  combination  the  obverse  die 
shows  a slight  break  at  the  border  milling  a little  below  the  date  ; 
on  others  a die-crack,  beginning  at  the  border  milliug  beneath  the  0 
of  the  date  passes  upward  through  the  figure,  and  curves  across  the 
bust  to  the  border  milling  on  the  right.  On  specimens  showing  this 
die-crack,  the  break  at  the  border  is  larger  than  on  those  which  do 
not.  The  reverse  die  in  some  instances  presents  a crack,  beginning 
at  the  middle  of  the  letter  e of  states,  passing  through  the  lower 
part  of  s through  the  o in  of  to  the  border  milling.  This  cracked 
reverse  is  found  in  combination  with  the  obverse  showing  the  break 
first  mentioned. 

No.  173. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  172.  When  found  in  combination 


182 


The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal. 


December, 


with  Rev.  J , this  obverse  shows  the  break  in  the  border  mentioned 
above,  and,  in  addition,  a die-crack  beginning  at  the  base  of  the  let- 
ter e,  thence  curving  downward  to  the  right,  passing  through  the  head 
and  along  the  nose  to  the  border  milling  at  a point  opposite  the  chin. 

Rev. — Rev.'J. — The  letter  n is  imperfect  in  each  instance  of  its  oc- 
currence. The  left  foot  of  the  letter  m of  America  stands  higher  than 
that  of  the  first  A.  Measurements : Distance  from  the  letter  d of 
united  to  the  first  s of  states,  2-£  ; distance  from  the  final  s of  states 
to  the  letter  o in  of,  2 ; distance  from  the  letter  f in  of  to  the  first  a 
of  AMERICA,  2 ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4£  ; length  of  wreath 
stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2|  ; left  stem  : 2f. 
R1. 

No.  174. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  164. 

Rev. — Rev.  J. — When  found  in  combination  with  this  obverse, 
Rev.  •).  presents  a slight  die-crack  beginning  at  the  left  of  the  top  of 
the  letter  f in  of,  and  extending  along  the  top  of  that  letter  and 
AMER  of  AMERICA.  Rl. 

No.  175. — Obv.  Measurements  : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the  base, 
8f  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  let- 
ter Y,  34 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point  of 
the  letter  L,  9§. 

Rev. — Rev.  K. — The  letters  am  of  America  connect  at  the  base. 
The  right,  perpendicular  stroke  of  T touching  it  above.  There  are 
only  4 berries  on  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath.  The  two  lowest 
pairs  of  leaves  present  defects  on  their  under  side.  The  right  wreath 
stem  is  much  thicker  from  the  middle  to  the  end  than  from  the  mid- 
dle to  the  knot.  The  left  wreath  stem  points  very  much  to  the 
left  of  the  letter  u of  united.  The  right  end  of  the  stand  of  T is  want- 
ing in  each  instance  of  that  letter’s  occurrence.  Measurements:  Dis- 
tance from  the  letter  d of  united  to  the  first  s of  STATES,  2 ; distance 
from  the  final  s of  states  to  the  o in  of,  2 ; distance  from  the  F in  of  to 
the  first  a of  AMERICA,  If  ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4| ; length 
of  wreath  stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2f  ; left 
stem  : 3.  R5. 

This  reverse  die  is  sometimes  found  in  a badly  cracked  condition. 

On  these  cracked  specimens  the  border  is  broken  above  the  letters 
sta  of  states,  and  a crack  beginning  at  the  base  of  the  first  s,  curves 
upward,  and  ends  at  the  last  s.  Another  crack  beginning  at  the  bor- 
der milling,  between  the  letters  E and  s,  curves  downward  through 
the  right  branch  of  the  wreath,  and  passes  through  the  letter  i of 
AMERICA  to  the  border  milling  beyond.  Two  smaller  cracks  unite 
with  this,  the  first  beginning  at  a point  between  the  letter  Fin  of  and 
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tlie  first  a of  America,  the  other  passing  through  the  letter  e of 
AMERICA. 

No.  17fi. — Obv.  Measurements : Length  of  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  2|  ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower  left  point 
of  the  letter  L,  9^. 

Rev. — Rev.  L. — There  are  but  4 berries  on  the  right  branch  of  the 
wreath.  The  right  end  of  the  stand  of  t is  wanting  in  each  instance 
of  that  letter’s  occurrence.  Measurements  : Distance  from  the  letter 
d of  united  to  the  first  s of  states,  24  ; distance  from  the  final  s of 
states  to  the  o in  of,  2 ; distance  from  the  f in  of  to  the  first  a of 
America,  If  ; space  between  the  ribbon  ends,  4^  ; length  of  wreath 
stems  from  point  of  union  to  terminus,  right  stem  : 2f ; left  stem  : 
2f.  A die-crack  beginning  at  a point  between  the  letters  a and  T of 
states,  extends  downward  and  crosses  the  top  of  the  letter  N of  cent  ; 
from  this  point  one  branch  continues  to  the  border  milling,  passing 
through  the  first  A of  AMERICA,  while  the  other  extends  downward 
through  the  e of  cent  to  the  border  below  the  left  ribbon.  R1. 

No.  177. — Obv.  1 leasure merits  : Length  of  the  word  liberty  at  the 
base,  9 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  nearest  point  of  the 
letter  y,  3 ; distance  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  lower,  left  point 
of  the  letter  l,  9f. 

Rev. — Rev.  L. — When  found  combined  with  this  obverse,  Rev.  L. 
does  not  present  the  cracks  mentioned  in  its  description.  R1.  On 
some  specimens  of  this  combination  the  obverse  die  shows  a die- 
crack  beginning  at  a point  at  the  border  milling  above  R,  passing 
through  that  letter,  touching  the  forelock,  and  extending  to  the  bor- 
der opposite  the  chin.  A ver}^  slight  crack  also  passes  through  the 
letter  e to  the  hair. 

No.  178. — Obv.  Same  as  No.  166.  When  found  combined  with  Rev. 
K,  this  obverse  sometimes  shows  adie-crack  beginning  at  a point  on 
the  border,  to  the  left,  and  passing  through  the  letter  T to  the  highest 
point  of  the  hair  ; at  others  there  is  a break  above  the  letters  ty,  and 
a crack  extending  from  the  throat  directly  to  the  border  milling,  on 
the  right.  This  latter  variety  is  rare. 

Rev. — Rev.  K. — R1. — R5. 

With  No.  178  terminates  the  description  of  the  cents  of  the  year 
1802.  The  number  struck  is  said  to  have  been  3,435,100.  In  ordin- 
ary condition,  none  but  the  varieties  noted  are  at  all  difficult  to 
•obtain,  but  in  a fine  or  uncirculated  state,  all  varieties  command  a 
price. 
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The  Great  Medal  of  San  Domingo. 

The  accompanying  illustration  gives  a very  accurate  representa- 
tion of  the  great  medal  of  San  Domingo,  not  a handsome  piece 
of  work,  certainly,  but  of  some  historic  interest,  nevertheless. 

Obv.  REPUBLIC  A DOMIN1CANA  Within  a wreath  of  oak  and 
laurel  is  an  open  book  with  evangile  upon  the  right  page  (the  book 
of  the  Evangelists).  Before  the  book  is  a liberty  cap,  above,  a cross,, 
to  the  right  and  left  are  two  flags,  with  spears,  bayonets,  pikes,  etc., 
below  the  flags  a drum,  a cannon  and  seven  cannon  balls.  Below 
the  ribbon,  which  unites  the  two  branches  of  the  wreath,  is  a rose, 
below  which,  in  turn,  close  to  the  border,  is  bessaignet  Paris 

Kev.  DIOS  | PATRIA  I LIBERTAD  within  a laurel  wreath. 
In  ex.,  bessaignet  Paris.  Bronze.  Size  55. 

San  Domingo,  or  Hispaniola,  is,  as  every  one  knows,  one  of  the 
most  fertile  and  important  of  the  West  India  Islands,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  distracted  political  condition  in  which  it  has  remained,  now 
for  almost  a century,  would  be  one  of  the  richest  as  well. 
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But  such,  unhappily,  is  not  the  case.  Ruled  by  ignorant  negro 
officials  chosen  by  an  equally  ignorant  constituency  ; divided  against 
itself  and  the  scene  of  almost  incessant  revolutionary  movements, 
both  that  portion  of  the  island,  now  known  by  the  name  once  applied 
to  the  whole,  as  well  as  the  part  called  Hayti,  have  been  plunged 
deep  in  hopeless  anarchy  and  consequent  poverty  for  many  years. 

San  Domingo  was  one  of  the  discoveries  of  Columbus,  and  the  city 
of  that  name  was  founded  by  the  great  navigator  himself,  in  1494, 
In  the  cathedral  church  of  San  Domingo  the  bones  of  Columbus  re- 
posed until  1795,  when  upon  the  cession  of  that  part  of  the  island  to 
France  they  were  moved  to  Havana.  A tower  yet  stands  which  was 
erected  by  Bartholomew  Columbus,  and  there  still  remained  not 
many  years  since  the  ruins  of  a house  begun  by  Diego,  the  son  of 
Columbus,  belonging  to  a lineal  descendant  of  the  family. 

The  rising  of  the  blacks  during  the  French  revolution  practically 
destroyed  European  control  in  this  island,  but  it  was  not  until  after 
the  Peace  of  Amiens  that  the  republic  was  formed.  Our  medal 
belongs  to  the  presidency  of  Pedro  Santana,  between  the  years  1844 
and  1848. 
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Numismatic  Notes. 

CA-A-ASH ! 

The  Frenchman  ahvays  tries  to  be 
As  franc  as  he  can  be ; 

In  worship  of  his  sovereign 
The  Briton  bends  the  knee. 

The  Roman  is  the  soul  of  truth, 

Yet  swears  he  by  the  lire ; 

The  Russian  chases  rubles  to 
The  borderland  of  tire. 

The  German  tries  to  make  his  mark, 

The  Austrian  his  rentes  ; 

'Tis  but  the  Yankee  who  would  lead 
A life  of  solid  cents. 


— No  411  of  our  list  of  the  Tradesman’s  Tokens  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  describes  the  card  of  S.  W.  Cliubbuck,  Manufacturer  of 
telegraphic  apparatus,  etc.,  at  Utica.  We  have  recently  found  a va- 
riety of  this  card.  Obverse  same  as  No.  411,  Rev.  morse  telegraph 
alphabet.  The  Morse  telegraph  alphabet  with  Roman  letters  at- 
tached to  the  signs.  The  legend  is  in  larger  letters  than  on  No.  411, 
the  lines  N O P Q R S T U and  Y W X Y Z & ai*e  curved,  while  on  No. 
411  they  are  straight.  The  remaining  letters,  figures  and  signs, 
though  the  same  as  on  No.  411,  differ  in  their  relative  positions. 
Our  specimen  of  this  variety  is  in  white  metal;  no  doubt  it  occurs 
in  copper  and  brass  as  well. 

— The  Rev^ie  Beige  de  Numismaiique  reports  the  following  find  at 
Nieukerken.  “In  the  month  of  February,  1888,  four  laborers  digging 
in  a bank  between  the  boundaries  of  Beveren  and  Nieukerken,  in  the 
county  of  Waes,  discovered  upon  the  territory  of  the  last  named  town 
a small  hoard  composed  of  (100  esferlins  of  the  close  of  the  13th  and 
the  beginning  of  the  14th  centuries.  The  find  was  divided  in  the 
usual  manner  between  the  discoverers  and  the  lord  of  the  soil.  One 
of  the  parts  going  to  the  workmen  we  have  been  able  to  examine.  It 
was  composed  to  two  esterlins  of  Robert  de  Bethune,  count  of  Flanders 
1305-1312;  two  with  the  portail  of  John  II,  duke  of  Brabant,  1294- 
1312 ; forty-five  bearing  the  shield  of  the  twin  lions,  struck  for  Ant- 
werp ; twenty-five  of  the  same  type  for  Louvain  and  one  with  the 
shield  bearing  t lie  single  lion,  struck  at  Rousson  by  Henry  de  Louvain, 
1253-1285.” 
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— A collector  recently  showed  us  the  rare  and  beautiful  coin  of 
Mauritius  struck  under  the  great  Napoleon’s  rule,  which  we  illus- 
trate above. 

Obv.  ILES  DE  FRANCE  ET  BONAPARTE  An  eagle  with 
outstretched  Avings,  the  head  turned  to  right,  standing  upon  a thun- 
derbolt and  supporting  a large  crown.  In  ex.,  aveline  ReAL  DIX 
LITRES  within  a laurel  Avreath.  In  ex.,  1810  Silver;  size  24. 

This  coin  is  a native  production,  being  the  work  of  M.  Aveline, 
die-sinker  and  goldsmith  at  Port  Louis. 

— The  first  volume  of  a neAV  work  on  French  coins,  by  M.  Letellier, 
has  just  made  its  appearance  in  Paris,  published  by  the  author,  48 
Quai  des  Orfevres.  Its  full  title  translated  is  : A Description  of  the 
French,  Gaulish,  Royal  and  Seigneurial  coins,  Avith  fixed  prices  at- 
tached. It  is  a neat  volume,  of  272  pages,  ornamented  with  eleven 
plates  and  some  vignettes  in  the  text.  The  work  is  arranged  alpha- 
betically, and  preceding  each  series  are  short  historic  notes.  The 
market  value  given  to  each  coin  mentioned  Avill  be  of  great  assistance 
to  amateurs.  The  price  of  this  volume  is  eight  francs. 

— A collector  recently  showed  us  a curious  imitation  of  a Spanish 
dollar,  made  of  silvered  paper.  These  frequently  turn  up  in  promis- 
cuous lots  of  coins,  and  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  our  readers  to 
liaAre  their  use  explained.  In  various  parts  of  China  there  is  a belief 
that  the  souls  of  particularly  atrocious  criminals  who  have  been 
executed,  or  have  died  in  prison,  are  sent  back  from  the  loAver  regions 
to  undergo  a further  term  of  imprisonment  for  their  crimes.  A lien 
the  second  term  of  imprisonment  of  these  unfortunate  souls  is  judged 
to  have  expired,  the  local  magistrate  goes  before  the  tutelary  deity 
of  the  city  and  beseeches  him  to  accompany  him  to  the  prison  to  in- 
form the  ghost  that  the  hour  of  his  final  release  has  come.  The 
order  is  supposed  to  reach  the  ghost  by  burning  it,  the  ceremony 
being  solemnly  carried  out  in  the  jail.  On  August  19,  1888,  the  dis- 
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trict  magistrate  of  the  city  of  Soochow  had  placards  posted  up  invi- 
ting subscriptions  of  imitation  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  ghosts 
then  supposed  to  be  in  the  city  jail.  A large  return  of  these  silver 
paper  dollars  was  the  result  of  the  appeal.  These  were  burned  and 
thus,  according  to  the  Chinese  belief,  converted  into  actual  dollars 
which  would  be  useful  to  the  liberated  ghosts  in  the  * long  journey 
which  lay  before  them  to  regions  below. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 

C.  G.  B.  Lynn,  Mass. — The  custom  of  dating  coins  is  of  great  an- 
tiquity, having  been  practiced  by  several  nations  long  before  the 
Christian  era.  The  dates  of  the  Scleucidan  Era,  sometimes  termed 
the  Grcecorum  Era,  beginning  about  B.  C.  312,  are  the  oldest  of  which 
we  know.  In  Vol.  X,  of  the  Journal,  page  123,  you  will  find  an  ex- 
haustive article  upon  Ancient  dates  on  coins,  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Robert  Morris,  which  will  give  you  all  the  information  there  is  to 
be  had  upon  this  subject.  Modern  coins  Avere  first  dated  during  the 
last  half  of  the  loth  century,  the  earliest  dates  being  found  upon  the 
coins  of  Bohemia  and  Flanders.  These  dates  are  often  expressed  in 
Roman  numerals  instead  of  figures.  The  earliest  date  found  upon 
English  coins  appears  upon  the  shillings  of  Edward  YI,  the  date  1544, 
and  is  placed  around  the  head  of  the  king  in  numerals,  MDXLIY. 

./.  F.  J.  Jamesloicn,  N.  Y. — We  are  pleased  to  have  so  strong  an  ex- 
pression of  your  good  opinion  of  our  periodical.  It  is  ever  our  aim 
to  furnish  our  readers  with  such  articles  as  will  be  of  practical  as- 
sistance in  the  arrangement  and  better  understanding  of  their  cabi- 
nets, and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  know  that  our  labors  are  appre- 
ciated by  intelligent  collectors  like  yourself. 


The  Last  Word. 

With  this,  the  closing  number  of  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the 
Coin  Collector’s  Journal,  we  have  to  announce  to  our  readers  the 
termination  of  our  labors  in  the  interest  of  numismatic  science. 
Partings  are  never  pleasant  things  to  dwell  upon  ; let  us,  therefore, 
briefly  state  that  the  manifold  cares  of  an  ever  increasing  business 
have  rendered  it  necessary  for  our  publishers  to  suspend  the 
publication  of  the  Journal  from  this  date. 

We  have  but  one  last  word  to  say,  and  we  say  it  with  reluctance, 
yet  it  must  be  spoken  : 

Dear  Readers,  you  who  have  so  patiently  followed  us  on  our  long 
journey  through  the  paths  of  numismatic  research — Farewell. 

finis. 


JLi,  i &. 


*Jr. 


